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Ferry Landing Operations

2016 Annual Newsletter - Peel and Mackenzie River Ferry Landings - Gwich’in Region

Winter Operations ‘16/’17
Ferry Services:

This newsletter has been developed for the communities of Fort McPherson and Tsiigehtchic in
response to a request for further information and communications with DOT regarding activities
on the Ferry Landings. These activities are licenced under Water Licences G15L8-001 and
G15L8-002 by the Gwich’in Land and Water Board.

The Ferry Service at the Tsiigehtchic
Crossing was suspended for approximately
3 days as a result of heavy ice flow –
Service was reopened for the late winter
operations on November 2, 2016.
Ferry service on the Peel River has not
faced any closures or delays this year, due
in part to an ice jam above the landing
which created a clear channel for the
vessel.
Water levels on both rivers continue to
drop in accordance with normal annual
fluctuations. The landings are adjusted as
and when required.

Ice Crossings:
Construction of the ice crossing at Peel
River started late October with opening
estimated for early December, 2016.

Construction of the Tsiigehtchic temporary
winter access on Arctic Red River in early
November with opening estimated around
November 20, 2016.

Construction of the regular Tsiigehtchic
winter access across the Mackenzie River
will start November 20, 2016 with opening
estimated in 3rd week of December,
2016. After this opening the Tsiigehtchic
temporary winter access will be closed for
the season.

Did You Know?

MV Abraham Francis – Peel River

Seasonal opening and closing dates for ferry and ice crossing operations are available
on our website! Go to www.dot.gov.nt.ca and click on ‘Ferry Schedules’ or ‘Winter Roads’
for more information.

Spring Operations ‘17

Normal retrofit activities planned for the
ferries in the offseason with the potential
for some Capital work for the MV Louis
Cardinal (Tsiigehtchic), to be decided in
the New Year.
The Peel River ice crossing will close for
the season in April/May, 2017.
The Mackenzie River ice crossing will
close for the season in April/May, 2017.

Fall Operations ‘16
This season a strong effort was made
to recover as much existing granular
material as possible, approximately
7000m3 were removed from all landings
during the summer and fall operational
seasons. This material has been
stockpiled and set aside for future use by
DOT.

The Peel River operations had a number
of closures over the course of the
summer due to extremely high water
conditions. In the past, the practice used
to deal with high water was to place
additional granular material to offset the
rise in water levels.
Now, however, during high water
conditions on either river - coupled with
strong flow rate - we have found it more
effective to stand down and wait for the
water levels to go down on their own.
DOT continues to adapt to changing
conditions and modify practices and
operations accordingly.
Landings at the Mackenzie River were
prepared in advance of the winter
operations; existing material was used
and the landings were adjusted using an
excavator and loader.
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