29 June 2015

File:MV2005L2-0015

Mr. Tracy Covey
Box 1320
140 Bristol Avenue
Yellowknife, Northwest Territories
X1A 2L9
Angela Love
Regulatory Officer
Mackenzie Valley Land and Water Board
7th Floor, 4922 48 Street
P.O. Box 2130
Yellowknife, NT
X1A 2P6
Dear Mr. Covey
Re: Response to Information Request Presented in Water License Inspection Report Dated 26 June
2015
In response to your Inspection report dated 26 June 2015, De Beers is pleased to provide the
following update on the current Landfarm activities as well as the future plans for a Landfarm facility
that is anticipated to be constructed during the operational year of 2017.
“The Inspector requires written notification detailing how De Beers proposes to deal with current and
future Landfarm/soil reclamation requirements, notably:
a. When will the Landfarm detailed in drawing in the 2014 Landfarm Management Plan be
completed & ready to receive contaminated soils for treatment?
b. How does De Beers propose to actively reclaim and “Landfarm” contaminated soils in the
interim period? “How” reclamation is to proceed is actually detailed in the Landfarm
Management Plan, but a facility to put into action those Landfarming practices, i.e., to
actively Landfarm any current/future contaminated soil reclamation, is lacking.”
In Response to Part A: The current construction forecast for the Operations Phase Landfarm shows
the completion and commissioning of the facility by spring of 2017. Once the facility is
commissioned, any remaining material from within the current Landfarm that still requires
additional treatment will be transferred to the Operations Phase Landfarm and the current
Landfarm decommissioned.
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In Response to Part B: The immediate plan for the materials remaining within the current landfarm
facility is to excavate all materials where content is confirmed to be below Industrial Criteria but
above Parkland ( Golder 2014, Landfarm assessment document, attached). The removed Industrial
Criteria compliant materials will be integrated into site construction activities such as overliner
material at the new 18M litre tank farm or other lined and bermed areas. Materials confirmed to be
below Parkland Criteria were removed and stockpiled last year for future re-vegetation trials or
other appropriate uses in accordance with the De Beers Waste Management Plan V4.
The removal of the Industrial Criteria compliant materials will be immediately followed up by a
Golder Associates landfarm assessment which is currently scheduled to be performed on 6 July
2015. The purpose of the assessment will be to examine the remediation progress of the materials
remaining after the Industrial criteria compliant material is removed. Additional assessments of
remedial progress will occur in the months of August and September in accordance with the
Landfarm Management Plan commitments.
Following each site assessment by Golder, the materials within the landfarm will be treated with
fertilizer and cultivated until freezing conditions are experienced which annually occurs in late
September. Winterization of the landfarm will be similar to previous years in that impermeable
materials such as liner or tarps will be used to cover the materials and will be weighed down to
avoid wind damage. During 2016, the current landfarm will continue to be operated in accordance
with the De Beers Landfarm Management Plan leading up to the construction and commissioning of
the Operational Phase landfarm in 2017.
I trust this information satisfies your request. Should you have any further questions, please do not
hesitate to contact me at your convenience.

Sincerely

Patrick Kramers
Att: Golder 2014, Recommendations for Management of Soil Treatment Facility, Summer 2014
Treatment Season

