From:
To:
Subject:
Date:
Attachments:

Importance:

Rebecca Chouinard
angela.love@mvlwb.com
FW: Mon Jan 6 @9:30 GK Information Session
January-06-14 12:14:59 PM
Presentation 1_GK Site Permitting Update_Jan 2014.pdf
Presentation 2. DFO update.pdf
Presentation 3. De Beers offsetting update.pdf
High

From: Tyree Mullaney [mailto:tyree@mvlwb.com]
Sent: Saturday, January 04, 2014 11:31 AM
To: 'Rebecca Chouinard'; 'Zabey Nevitt - MVLWB'
Subject: FW: Mon Jan 6 @9:30 GK Information Session
Importance: High

Hi folks,
Here is an email from Veronica re an information session that they are holding…more of an FYI for
you both
Thanks
T
From: Chisholm, Veronica [mailto:Veronica.Chisholm@debeerscanada.com]
Sent: January 3, 2014 5:10 PM
To: sgault@ykdene.com; tslack@ykdene.com; lkdfnlands@gmail.com;
admin_dkfn@northwestel.net; ima_dkfn@northwestel.net; lauraduncan@tlicho.com;
ginger.gibson@thefirelightgroup.com; Kerri Garner; ItoahScottEnns@tlicho.com;
tom_unka_17@hotmail.com; rcc.nwtmn@northwestel.net; reganalyst@nsma.net;
rchouinard@mvlwb.com; tyree@mvlwb.com
Cc: Stuart.Niven@dfo-mpo.gc.ca; Kelly.Eggers@dfo-mpo.gc.ca; Veronique.DAmours-Gauthier@dfompo.gc.ca; Craig.Blackie@debeerscanada.com
Subject: Mon Jan 6 @9:30 GK Information Session
Importance: High
Happy New Year!
I trust everyone enjoyed a wonderful holiday break and are happy to back to work!
Before Christmas, De Beers sent a letter indicating that we would like to host an Gahcho Kué
Information Session on Monday January 6, 2014 @ 9:30am. Although this Information Session will
be largely focused on DFO and De Beers updates to Fish Habitat Offsets formerly No-Net-Loss Plans,
we will also provide a general update on site and permitting.
There are two ways you can participate in this session:

1.        Attend in person – just come to the De Beers Office Main Boardroom (Suite 300, 5120 –
49th Street, Yellowknife, NWT)
2.        Conference Call and Go-To Meeting (webinar)
Conference Call Numbers - 1-877-217-1261 Code: 9293073#
GoToMeeting click the following link or paste it into your internet browser
https://www1.gotomeeting.com/join/167156777
For those of you who cannot attend in person and in the event that GoToMeeting technology fails to
deliver, we are also attaching the three presentations so you can conference call and follow along.
  The Presentations include:
1.        Presentation 1. GK Site & Permitting Update
2.        Presentation 2. DFO Update
3.        Presentation 3. De Beers Offset Update
I suspect for some of you this may be your first day back at work and you probably have a number of
things to attend to however if you can participate in this Information Session it would be very much
appreciated.
Thank You and, as always, we look forward to our discussion!
Veronica

Veronica Chisholm
Permitting Manager
Gahcho Kué
De Beers Canada Inc.
Suite 300, 5102 50th Ave.
Yellowknife, Northwest Territories X1A 3S8
Tel:
Fax:
Cell: 867-688-8701

Disclaimer - January 3, 2014
This email and any files transmitted with it are confidential and intended solely for . If you are not the named
addressee you should not disseminate, distribute, copy or alter this email. Any views or opinions presented in this
email are solely those of the author and might not represent those of De Beers Canada Inc.. Warning: Although De
Beers Canada Inc. has taken reasonable precautions to ensure no viruses are present in this email, the company
cannot accept responsibility for any loss or damage arising from the use of this email or attachments.

    

Gahcho Kué
Information Session
January 6, 2014

Agenda
1. Introductions
2. Site/Permitting Update
3. DFO Fisheries Protection Program Overview
4. Status of the No-Net-Loss Plan Update
5. Question & Answers
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Site Update - January 2014
• De Beers received LUP on
Nov. 29, 2013 and Quarry
Permit on Dec. 10, 2013

• Commenced construction
of crusher pad, access
and snow roads
• Preparation of winter
airstrip
• Sampling of quarry and
commencing quarry
operations
• Preparation for 2014
drilling program and winter
road
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Site Update – January 2014
Environmental Update
• Caribou observed on Dec.
11, 2013 on crusher pad
site; activities shut-down
until caribou moved off-site
(few hours)
• 1 reportable spill on Dec.
23, 2013 ~ 38 L on drill pad;
cleaned up and removed
• Collection of ~ 50 + rock
samples in crusher pad and
quarry for ARD – extremely
low sulphur content
• Continuing to monitor
wildlife observations, spill
and preparation for winter
road monitoring
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Permitting Update - January 2014
 Nov. 28, 2013 – Submitted Type A WL and LUP for Mining and Milling
•

Includes project description updates

 Dec. 10, 2013 – Draft Permit Schedule posted by MVLWB
 Jan. 16, 2014 – Comments by Reviewers
 Jan. 27, 2014 – Response by De Beers
 for AEMP Workshop

 Feb. 10-12, 2014 – Technical
Sessions
•

•

•

Feb. 10, 2014 De Beers
proposing AEMP workshop on
with technical sessions to follow
Feb. 11-13, 2014
Capacity funding offered to
Aboriginal Groups to participate
in AEMP workshop
De Beers awaiting response to
AEMP workshop proposal
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Upcoming Permit Applications


LUP & Quarry Permit
Application (submission
Jan. 2014)

•

Access esker material along
spur road for road upgrades

•

Access esker material for
site progressive reclamation
(e.g., CCF)
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Spur Road Quarry Locations
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Spur Road Quarry Locations
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Upcoming Permit Applications
 Type B Water Licence – crossing to airstrip (submission Jan. 2014)
•

crossing to air strip to allow workers and supplies to site

•

Crossing include culvert(s) installation

•

Construction – spring/summer
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Upcoming Permit Applications
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Fisheries Protection Program:
an overview
Stu Niven and Kelly Eggers
Fisheries and Oceans Canada - Fisheries Protection Program
January 6, 2014
Gahcho Kué Information Session on Fish Habitat Offsets
Yellowknife, NT
1

Overview
• Amendments to the Fisheries Act:
– A new focus

• Fisheries Protection Policy Statement:
– Key points

• Fisheries Productivity Investment Policy:
– Guide to offsetting

2

Amendments to the Fisheries Act
• Amendments to the Fisheries Act passed through Parliament and
received Royal Assent on June 29 and December 14, 2012
• All amendments have been in effect as of November 25, 2013
• Fisheries and Oceans Canada (DFO) is transforming its approach to
fisheries protection in order to:
– Focus the Act’s regulatory regime on managing threats to the
sustainability and ongoing productivity of Canada’s commercial,
recreational and Aboriginal fisheries;
– Provide enhanced compliance and protection tools for these fisheries
– Provide clarity, certainty and consistency of regulatory requirements
through the use of tools such as standards and regulations; and
– Enable enhanced partnerships with agencies and organizations that are
best placed to provide fisheries protection services to Canadians.
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Fisheries Protection Policy Statement
• Replaces the Policy for the Management of Fish Habitat
• Focuses on DFO’s regulatory role in managing threats related
to habitat degradation and loss, and flow alteration
• Explains the fisheries protection provisions and outlines how
DFO will implement these provisions, with emphasis on:
– Serious harm to fish (Section 35 prohibition)
– Scope of application of the prohibition
– Framework for decision-making (Sections 6 and 6.1)

• Will be supported by more detailed policy and operational
guidance
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The new prohibition
• The ‘Purpose’ section 6.1 outlines the overarching purpose for
decision-making under the Fisheries Protection sections:
– to provide for the sustainability and ongoing productivity of
commercial, recreational and Aboriginal fisheries.

• A new prohibition merges two previous sections (sections 32
and 35) into a single prohibition (section 35 (1)):
“No person shall carry on any work, undertaking or activity that results
in serious harm to fish that are part of a commercial, recreational or
Aboriginal fishery, or to fish that support such a fishery.”
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Serious harm to fish
• The Fisheries Act definition of serious harm to fish is:
– the death of fish, or a permanent alteration to, or destruction of fish habitat

• Authorization is required when projects are likely to result in a localized
effect to fish populations or fish habitat in the vicinity of the project
• DFO’s policy interpretation of serious harm to fish is:
– the death of fish;
– a permanent alteration to fish habitat of a spatial scale, duration and intensity that limits or
diminishes the ability of fish to use such habitats as spawning grounds, or as nursery, rearing,
or food supply areas, or as a migration corridor, or any other area in order to carry out one or
more of their life processes;
– the destruction of fish habitat of a spatial scale, duration, and intensity that fish can no
longer rely upon such habitats for use as spawning grounds, or as nursery, rearing, or food
supply areas, or as a migration corridor, or any other area in order to carry out one or more of
their life processes.
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Scope of application
• Most water bodies in Canada contain fish, or fish habitat, that are part of,
or support, a commercial, recreational or Aboriginal fishery, and thus are
subject to the prohibition against causing serious harm to fish
• Notwithstanding the above, some water bodies may be specifically
excluded from the application of federal or provincial regulations
• Some water bodies may not contain fish or provide fish habitat that are
part of or support commercial, recreational or Aboriginal fisheries. Such
water bodies may not require authorization
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Framework for decision-making
• The purpose for decision-making is to provide for the sustainability and
ongoing productivity of commercial, recreational and Aboriginal fisheries
• A new section 6 guides decision-making related to the Fisheries
Protection Provisions
• Four factors must be considered by the Minister before making decisions:
a) the contribution of the relevant fish to the ongoing productivity of commercial,
recreational or Aboriginal fisheries;
b) fisheries management objectives;
c) measures and standards to avoid, mitigate or offset serious harm to fish that
are part of or support a commercial, recreational or Aboriginal fishery; and
d) the public interest.
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Operational Approach
• Proponents encouraged to avoid and mitigate to the extent
possible. Tools in the Fisheries Act to promote and compel
compliance
• Approach recognizes existing tools and technical resources
to avoid impacts to fish and fish habitat
– Provincial guides and Best Practices
– Industry-based guidelines
– Qualified Professionals
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Authorization process
• Authorizations are required for projects that are likely to result in serious
harm to fish
• A formal process for applying for authorizations follows information
requirements and defined time limits set under Fisheries Act regulations
– An information guide for proponents is available on the DFO website
• Authorizations will include conditions to avoid, mitigate and offset the
serious harm to fish
• Failure to abide by these conditions will be a contravention of the Fisheries
Act.
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Fisheries Productivity Investment Policy
• A proponent’s guide to offsetting
• Purpose:
– To provide guidance on undertaking effective measures to offset serious harm
to fish that are part of or that support a commercial, recreational or Aboriginal
fishery, consistent with the fisheries protection provisions of Canada’s
Fisheries Act and the Fisheries Protection Policy Statement.

• Emphasizes the hierarchy of measures for addressing
serious harm to fish:
1. Avoid
2. Mitigate
3. Offset
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Offsetting Measures for Fisheries Protection
Objectives of offsetting
• Offsetting measures are designed to counterbalance unavoidable
serious harm to fish with the goal of maintaining or improving the
productivity of the commercial, recreational and Aboriginal fishery.
• Offsetting measures can take a variety of forms ranging from localized
improvements to fish habitat to more complex measures to address
factors limiting fish production.
• Offsetting measures are an enforceable condition of authorization.
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Guiding Principles of Offsetting
Principle 1:
Support fisheries management objectives or local restoration priorities
Principle 2:
Benefits from offsetting measures should balance project impacts
Principle 3:
Offsetting measures should provide additional benefits to the fishery
Principle 4:
Offsetting measures should generate self-sustaining benefits over the
long term
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Offsetting
• There is flexibility in selecting offsetting measures provided they are
focused on improving fisheries productivity.
• Offsets are most likely to balance losses when they benefit the fish
populations and areas that are affected by a development project.
• Within the vicinity of the project or the same watershed is preferred.
• Should not be applied outside of territorial boundaries.
• Could be undertaken in water bodies or for fish species other than
those affected by the project (where supported by fisheries
management objectives or regional restoration priorities).
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Types of Offsetting
• Habitat Restoration and Enhancement
– Physical improvements to function and productivity of existing habitat

• Habitat Creation
– Expansion of aquatic habitat into terrestrial area

• Chemical or Biological Manipulations
– control of invasive species, fish stocking
– only when other offsetting not available, only under specific
circumstances

• Complementary Measures
– Data collection, scientific research
15

Complementary Measures
• Up to 10% of the required amount of offsetting. The
remaining 90% must consist of habitat enhancement,
restoration or creation.
• Data collection and scientific research should be designed
to fill significant knowledge gaps regarding fisheries
productivity such that fisheries management objectives or
local restoration priorities can be established, and provide
benefits that are in addition to any existing research or data
collection programs.
16

Thank you!
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Gahcho Kué
Offsetting Plan Update
January 6, 2013

Offsetting plan overview
• Formerly called the ‘no-net-loss’ plan
• Status of plan
• Physical offsets for the permanent loss of fish
habitat
• Loss of habitat from construction- closure
• What we have heard and how this has
changed the offsetting plan
• Path forward

Gahcho Kué operations
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Gahcho Kué post-closure

No-Net-Loss Plan- Now called “Offsetting plan”
(Submitted November 13/ 2012)

•
•
•
•

Work ongoing since 2010
870 hectares affected by mine
Permanent losses = 160 ha
Original plan entailed creating ‘compensation lake’ west of
Kennady Lake (D-E-N lakes)
• Revised plan includes offsite options:
– Redknife River Bridge (2 site assessments)

• Kennady Lake habitat enhancements (areas 6 & 7)
• Research options to account for temporal losses- (10% of
overall offsetting plan)
movement, overwintering, population structure, population
estimation methodology, food web structure and function

• Completion of the plan awaiting feedback from DFO (HSI
models, HU calculations)

Accounting for habitat units:
Applying the CRA criteria
Category

Priority in CRA
Fishery

Category 1 1st Priority

Category 2 2nd Priority

Category 3 3rd Priority
Category 4 4th Priority

Rationale
Fish species that are specifically targeted in the
CRA fishery for human consumption or
recreational use
Species that may not be the primary fish
targeted in the CRA fishery but could be used
for human consumption or recreational use

Weighting by Group

Lower priority fish species that could potentially
be used for other uses (e.g., dog food, suckers)
Fish species that would support the fishery
(e.g., forage fish)
Total weighting

Category

Kennady Lake
System

Redknife River System

Category 1

LKTR

ARGR

Category 2

NRPK, ARGR, BURB NRPK

Category 3

RNWH

LNSC

Category 4

LKCH, SLSC, NNST

other forage species

0.50

0.30

0.15
0.05
1.00

Redknife River- Bridge

Research options
• What is currently being done
• Options from the Sept 2012 workshop
followed up with DFO
• Discussion- Research options appear to best
address community interests

