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The YKDFN has participated in many aspects of the GMRP
to date, and has registered its concerns to the Project and
to the Board. We view the water licence process as a small
piece to mitigate the long-term damage the Giant mine
has caused.

While we support the overall goals of
the Project, in its current form, the
water licence process is not capable
of accommodating the YKDFN's
rights. The process to remediate the
Giant Mine and mitigate its effects
has not accommodated our Treaty
and Aboriginal rights.
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Overarching
Considerations

ARSENIC TRIOXIDE
YKDFN does not support a temporary solution to arsenic
trioxide, as is the case with the current freeze-in-place plan.
We expect co-proponents to support the development of a
permanent solution, and the YKDFN will be included in the effort
to identify this solution.

COMMUNITY BENEFITS AGREEMENT
We do not support the issuance of a water licence in the absence
of a community benefits agreement that addresses the
accommodation of YKDFN rights and interests.

ACCOUNTABILITY
There must be acknowledgement and acceptance of
accountability in the form of compensation and an apology for
the damage caused by the Giant Mine.

PERPETUAL CARE & COMMUNITY-BASED
MONITORING
Community-based monitoring led by the YKDFN must be a
core component of the oversight and perpetual care of the Giant
Mine.
M&F Architects 2020
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The Giant Mine displaced our people
from the heart of our territory. It
contaminated our lands, water, and the
fish, animals, plants, and medicines that
we rely upon. It destroyed the food
security that we had ready to hand in
Wiiliicheh, in the Wiiliideh, and in the
country taken up by the surrounding
mine. Its poisoning was unknown to us
for many years. All of this happened in
spite of the promises of Treaty 8, in
violation to our Aboriginal rights, and
our own Dene Laws which give shape to
our stewardship responsibilities towards
the fish, plants, and animals who share
our territory.
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YKDFN member Fred Sangris on his Cadillac. Photo courtesy GNWT Archives

The western shoreline of Yellowknife
Bay and the mouth of Baker creek was
a prized area for harvesting food.
Elders and archival records tell us that
our people avoided settling there
because it was a preferred harvesting
area.

Giant Mine site, 1945. NWT Archives/J. Lewis Robinson/N-2006-009: 0003
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NWT Archives. Image N-2017-002:0034 [1942?] “Across the bay at the Giant Mine. Theses are the houses
where the men lived. The mine is closed now but we go over to pick raspberries." “Giant Mine” Yellowknife

The destruction of this important area was devastating to
traditional land use activities, compounded by discovering
that individuals had unknowingly been harvesting, bathing,
and drinking water contaminated by arsenic.

Official documentation identifies arsenic exposure to be the
cause of death of one our children in 1951, however our
members remember the death of two children, and suspect
many other illnesses and deaths linked to arsenic exposure.
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IMPACTS
Avoidance of key harvesting and
cultural areas that had sustained the
YKDFN for generations.
Social and psychological impacts from
the failure of the mine and Canada to
effectively protect or warn our people.
Ongoing perception and fear of
contamination/exposure continues to
impact harvesting and wellbeing and
avoidance of harvesting areas.
Impacts to fish, wildlife, and vegetation
habitats that support community food
security, cultural practices and
wellbeing.
Financial impacts: we are required to
pay for freshwater delivery.

Warning sign at Giant Mine, 1949. NWT Archives/Geddes Webster/N-1991-009: 0028.
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Stress Study
Measure 10 of MVEIRB EA: Human Health Risk Assessment,
which would include "indirect effects of potential
exposures to arsenic on wellness, including stress effects."

CONCERNS
This study is not complete, so the Board will not have
access to the results of this study which could inform the
licence.

YKDFN REQUESTS THAT THE BOARD:
Require the Project to complete the Study in a timely
manner to better inform future decisions; and,
Direct the Project to submit the results of the Stress
Study and "identify, design, and implement appropriate
design improvement and identify appropriate
management responses to avoid or reduce the severity
of any predicted unacceptable health risks."
Funding to implement the measures identified in the Stress
Study should be identified.
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Baker Creek

Yellowknife Johney [C.J. Baker] on the Giant Property in 1935, is seen here on the log footbridge that he placed across the rapids near his Giant Camp at the mouth of Baker Creek
where it flows into Yellowknife Bay.

BAKER CREEK
The YKDFN requests the
Board direct the Project to
develop more expansive
planning criteria for Baker
Creek's remediation, which
would see Baker Creek
restored to its greatest and
most productive potential.

The YKDFN requests that
the Board direct the Project
to establish these criteria in
conjunction with a
community based aquatic
water monitoring program
co-developed and delivered
by the YKDFN
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QUANTITATIVE RISK ASSESSMENT
The QRA is an important instrument for identifying and mitigating Project related risks.
The YKDFN requests that upon completion the QRA is submitted to the Board to become a part of
the water licence and forms a part of the Project's record.
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Emergency
Management Measures

CONCERNS
The only highway into and out of Dettah
intersects the Giant Mine lease boundary.
In the event of a catastrophic failure this could
leave several hundred community members
isolated.
YKDFN REQUEST THAT THE BOARD:
Require the Project to include the unique
situation of Dettah in developing emergency
response plans.
The Project should develop a notification
system to communicate unexpected conditions
to YKDFN administration and to members.
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Closure Planning

CONCERNS
Engineering plans are not yet completed, and numerous
water quality criteria, management plans, perpetual care
and monitoring plans depend on its completion.
Draft licence conditions and criteria have not been
available for YKDFN consideration and input.

THE YKDFN REQUESTS:
To review and provide input to the Implementation
Plan, Construction Plan, and Perpetual Care Plan,
specifically related to employment opportunities,
contracting, and education for YKDFN members and
businesses as well as the inclusion of Traditional
Knowledge; and that,
Results of this review are directly captured in this plan,
with effluent criteria set to acceptable levels for
ecosystem and human health.
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CLOSURE PLANNING
The YKDFN does not support or accept this Project as a permanent solution to manage the risks related
to arsenic trioxide stored underground.
While we do not have suitable information related to the Reclamation Research Plan, the YKDFN has concerns
about perpetual water treatment and water treatment volumes, including water being collected or
exfiltrating through pits to groundwater.
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FISHERIES AUTHORIZATION

While typically done after licensing, the YKDFN
supports initiating discussions with respect to a
Fisheries Act authorization for the Project earlier in the
process. Fish are important to us and Giant Mine has
affected our rights and ability to harvest them. We
intend to be full participants in the Fisheries Act
authorization process.
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Explosive Management
Plan

CONCERN
Past use of explosives at Giant Mine has created
disturbance and impacts beyond the Project site.

THE YKDFN REQUESTS TO THE BOARD THAT:
Sensory impacts to our community and the environment
should be considered and mitigated by the Explosives
Management Plan
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Post-Remediation
Design and Appearance

CONCERN
Members of the YKDFN community have expressed
repeated concern about the aesthetics of the proposed
post-remediated site and surrounding landscape, and find
the presentation of draft technical design components
difficult to translate meaningfully to YKDFN members,
both in technical language and concepts, and
interrelationships with other components and the Project
as whole.

THE YKDFN REQUESTS THAT THE BOARD:
Direct the Project to conduct, as part of an updated
CRP, extensive engagement and consultation on the
physical design of the mine site; and
Engagement should allocate resources to translation
and communications to a non-technical audience

15

AQUATIC EFFECTS MONITORING
The YKDFN Traditional Knowledge underpins traditional systems of land management and protocols that
remain embedded in Dene culture.
This system of taking care of the land is a part of existing monitoring practices in contemporary YK Dene
culture and should be integrated into the Giant Mine aquatic effects monitoring program.
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Aquatic Effects
Monitoring

The YKDFN would like to take a lead role in co-developing
and implementing AEM. A focus on knowledge coproduction would aim to include TK into all aspects of
monitoring and program design, including:
Indicator identification
Data collection and analysis
Management triggers
e.g., the AEMP should co-develop plans with YKDFN to
enhance inconnu and trout populations in the Wiiliideh
River. According to the YKDFN TK, these two populations
declined abruptly as a result of effects from the Giant
Mine.
Opportunities for the YKDFN include:
Long-term training and employment
Exercising environmental management rights,
Benefits through procurement and contracting
Building trust with mine management and activities
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Aquatic Effects
Monitoring

RECOMMENDATIONS
A community-based monitoring approach to AEM should
aim to address well-known social economic difficulties of
mine remediation, including financial sustainability, trust,
TK inclusion, communication, and engagement.

THE YKDFN REQUESTS THAT THE BOARD:
Recommend that the Project invest a high degree of
training and capacity building for YKDFN to implement
and meaningfully co-develop AEM design.
Direct the project to develop a long-term financial plan
to account for the above.
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Closing

Questions & Comments?

Mahsi Cho

Photo credits: Devin Tepleski or Peter Evans, 2018, unless cited.
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