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Please accept the attached intervention on behalf of the North Slave Metis Alliance.

ORTH SLAVE MÉTIS ALLIACE
PO Box 2301 Yellowknife, T X1A 2P7

Mackenzie Valley Land and Water Board
7th Floor - 4922 48th Street
Box 2130, Yellowknife, NT X1A 2P6
Phone: (867) 669-0506
Fax: (867) 873-6610
Email: permits@mvlwb.com

August 27, 2009
Re: MV2009L3-0007
This letter acknowledges receipt of the notice of application for the above mentioned water
licence, and outlines the significant concerns of the North Slave Métis People, as represented by
the North Slave Métis Alliance (NSMA).
∞ Inadequate information about potential impacts to Métis archaeological sites.
∞ Inadequate information about potential impacts to Métis heritage and historic resources.
∞ Inadequate information about potential impacts to Métis cultural sites.
∞ Standard land use permit terms and conditions are completely inadequate for the proper
identification or protection of Métis cultural, heritage, historic, or archaeological
resources.
∞ Inadequate training for site personnel in the identification and preservation of Métis
cultural, heritage, historic, or archaeological sites.
∞ Inadequate funding and effort devoted to the proper identification and preservation of
Métis cultural, heritage, historic, or archaeological sites.
∞ Irreversibility of any potential damage to Métis cultural, heritage, historic, or
archaeological sites.
∞ Inadequate Consultation due to insufficient information, insufficient time and insufficient
capacity to review the application or discuss it internally with the NSMA community.
∞ Potential cumulative effects to fish, birds, furbearers, carnivores, and ungulates in the
area of the project, in terms of health, behaviour and abundance.
∞ Noise, odours and other aesthetic impacts that interfere with traditional use of the area.
∞ The public perception of “dirty” lands that are no longer suitable for traditional use,
which in turn interferes with traditional use.
∞ Potential interference with the existing and potential Treaty and Aboriginal Rights of the
North Slave Métis People.
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∞ Interference with the Treaty 11 rights to practice traditional activities free from nonaboriginal interference or competition. Traditional activities of the North Slave Métis
People include prospecting, locating, staking, transporting, expediting, provisioning and
many other mineral development related activities.
∞ Severe community distress at the lack of adequate Crown Consultation, and lack of
adequate capacity to participate effectively in the management of our homelands and its
resources.
The NSMA provides these comments as the duly elected political representative of the
indigenous North Slave Métis People who have continuously used and occupied this territory
long before, and ever since, the effective implementation of European control, and who therefore
possess existing Aboriginal Rights and Aboriginal Titles to the lands, waters, and resources in
the vicinity of this project.
About seventy-five out of the estimated ninety North Slave Métis families occupying this area in
1921 also participated in the signing of Treaty 11 at Fort Rae, and therefore also possess existing
Treaty Rights to all that area between Great Bear and Great Slave Lakes, and from the
Mackenzie River to Contwoyto Lake in what is now Nunavut.
These existing Aboriginal and Treaty Rights are protected by section 35 of the Constitution of
Canada. The NSMA takes its representation mandate seriously, and must ensure it is “consulted
and accommodated,” on any and all forms of activities planned or underway, on or potentially
affecting its traditional lands.
We also remind you that Crown Consultation is not only for First Nations, such as the NSMA,
who have a settlement agreement, or who are engaged in a formal settlement process (see the
Haida and Taku court cases), and that difficulty in identifying the members of a Métis
community is not to be used as an excuse to deny the community its constitutionally protected
rights (see the Powley case).
Unfortunately, due to circumstances beyond our control, we do not currently have the in-house
technical capacity to properly evaluate this application, engage independent technical advice, or
even meet with the proponent.
In this case, the proponent is not in a position to deal with our concerns since the Crown has not
properly delegated the Fiduciary Duty to protect, conserve and manage our lands, waters, and
resources in our best interests, and to infringe on our rights as little as possible, as determined
through consultation with us.
Please also take notice that the North Slave Métis People hold and continue to exercise
communally held rights to use water for domestic, instream, and commercial purposes, as an
Aboriginal group who shares occupancy, use and ownership rights in the land while practicing
activities similar in nature to trapping, hunting and outfitting concessions. Our People are
therefore entitled to compensation for any interference with these rights, as provided for in
section 14(4)b and section 14(5) of the NWT Waters Act.
Unfortunately, again, our capacity issues prevent us from enumerating, describing, and
quantifying the provable and potential losses and damages which we have, do and will suffer,
and we must in this matter also depend on the Honour of the Crown to uphold the Fiduciary Duty
owed to us in the protection of our existing water users rights.
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We specifically reject the current standards and criteria included in land use permits and water
licences, including the threshold criteria for the need for a permit or licence.
We require more time to be able to participate in Crown Consultation, including the participation
of this proponent, and to conduct our studies in order to determine whether or not our concerns
have been addressed. We therefore must object to the licence being issued prior to that
consultation and investigations being completed.
If you have any questions regarding this intervention, please do not hesitate to email me at the
address provided below.
Sincerely,

Sheryl Grieve, B.Sc.
Manager of Environment, Lands and Resources
lands@nsma.net
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