l+I

Aboriginal Affairs and
Northern Development Canada

Affaires autochtones et
Developpement du Nord Canada

# 16 Yellowknife Airport
Yellowknife, NWT
XIA 3T2
December 2o•h, 2013
Aboriginal Affairs and Northern Development Canada - CARD
PO Box 1500
5103 - 48 1h Street, Waldron Building
YELLOWKNIFE, NT X 1A 2R3

Attention:
Re:

Mr. Adrian Paradis, A/Manager, Giant Mine Remediation Project

Water Licence MV2012L8-0010
Roaster Complex Deconstruction and Underground Stabilization Work
Giant Mine, NT

Dear Mr. Paradis,
An inspection of the seasonal restoration activities for the paste backfill operations and the temporary laydown
adjacent to the Roaster Complex was conducted by Resource Management Officer Clint Ambrose on
December 19111, 2013. The inspection was carried out to ensure the Licensee is complying with items of the
water licence and approved management plans prior to the demobilization of equipment. The Inspector was
accompanied by Mr. Pat Phillips (Clark Builders), Mr. Barry Henkel (RTL), and Mr. Mike Borden (Nuna)
throughout the inspection and all findings were discussed.
Overall, seasonal restoration of the work areas from the paste backfill operations appeared to be satisfactory
and the Licensee's commitment to diligently monitor the work areas during the Spring melt is appreciated. As
per Part F, Item l(c) of the water licence, a detailed report for spill file 13-392 must be submitted to the
1
Inspector no later than December 28 \ 2013. Your copy of the Environmental Inspection Report is enclosed
and should be self explanatory.
If you have any questions or concerns please contact Ms. Anne-Marie Guedon at (867) 669-2768 or Nahum
Lee at (867) 669-2757.
Yours

truly~

Resource Management Officer Ill (Inspector)
South Mackenzie District
Aboriginal Affairs and Northern Development Canada
cc:

MVLWB
AANDC/CARD - via email

Canada
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Aboriginal Affairs and
Northern Development Canada

Affaires autochtones et
Developpement du Nord Canada

WATER LICENCE ENVIRONMENT AL INSPECTION REPORT
Inspection Date - December l 91h, 2013

Licensee:

AANDC-CARD

Water Licence No.

MV2012L8-0010

Last Previous Inspection:

November 15tl1, 2013

Quantity of water not
to be exceeded:

300 m3 per day

Licence Expiry Date:

March 2ih, 2016

Contractor:

PWGSC/Clark Builders

Subcontractor:

RTL Robinson
Enterprises Ltd.

Location(s) Inspected:

Paste backfilling work areas by the B 1 Pit and the temporary laydown adjacent to the Roaster
Complex.

Current Stage of
Operation:

Operations are complete for the season and restoration activities were nearing completion.

I

Program Modifications NiA
. Approved:
.

I

Compliance with Items: "A" - Acceptable "U" - Unacceptable

Part

Licence Items

"NIA" - Not Applicable

Compliance with Items

A

Scope

A

B

General Conditions

A

c

Conditions Applying to Water Use

A

D

Conditions Applying to Waste
Disposal

A

E

Conditions Applying to
Modifications

Item # and Comments

#6- Modified Waste Management Plan was
submitted to the MVL WB on December I 7,
20 I 3 for approval.

NIA
I

F

Conditions Applying to
Contingency Planning

G

Conditions Applying to
Abandonment and Restoration

H

Conditions Applying to
Construction

I

Conditions Applying to Operation
and Maintenance

u

NIA

A

NIA

#I (b) - The Licensee failed to comply with
the requirement to immediately report a spill.
#l(c)- Licensee must submit to an Inspector
a detailed report on spill file #13-392 no later
1
than December 28 \ 2013.
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Affaires autochtones et
Developpement du Nord Canada

ENVIRONMENTAL INSPECTION REPORT Pg. 2
(Continued)
Date: December I 91h, 2013
Explanatory Remarks

I Licence #: MV2012 LS-00 I 0

I

An inspection of the seasonal restoration activities for the paste backfill operations and the temporary laydown adjacent to the
Roaster Complex was conducted by Resource Management Officer Clint Ambrose on December 191'\ 2013. The inspection
was carried out to ensure the Licensee is complying with items of the water licence and approved management plans prior to
the demobilization of equipment. The Inspector was accompanied by Mr. Pat Phillips (Clark Builders), Mr. Barry Henkel
(RTL), and Mr. Mike Borden (Nuna) throughout the inspection and all findings were discussed.
Paste backfilling operations are complete for the season and the Sub-Contractor was actively completing restoration of work
areas around the Bl Pit and cleanup that was already complete prior to the inspection was as follows.
As viewed in photo #1, no tailings remain in the Tailings Stockpile Facility and as an extra precaution, clean crush was
spread on the floor of the facility to contain residual tailings. Another precautionary measure undertaken by the Licensee was
the removal of all snow adjacent to the Facility (Photo #2) since dust from the tailings may have been present. All materials
removed from this work area were taken to the Northwest Pond for proper disposal.
The lined area that was constructed for the placement of the equipment for backfill operations has been scraped clean of
tailings and the Inspector was informed that only residual backfill material remains on top of the liner (Photo #3). The
Contractor did not want to jeopardize the integrity of the liner during scraping, therefore a shallow layer remains, and as was
done for the Tailings Stockpile Facility, clean crush was spread over the liner to contain residual backfill material. This lined
area will be used in future operations and therefore the Inspector has no concerns with the seasonal restoration that was
completed.
While equipment (front end loader) was tramming tailings from the stockpile facility to the backfilling equipment, some
tailings were being tracked. Cleanup was occurring at the end of each shift throughout this operation and the Inspector was
informed that the access route viewed in Photo #4 was given a final scrape until the Contractor was confident that the
majority if not all material was removed. Once again, all cleaned up material was taken to the Northwest Pond for proper
disposal.
Paste backfilling occurred at the delivery wells observed in Photo #5 and the Contractor utilized equipment to scrape the
ground surface in this area as well. Overall, the cleanup of the work areas around the BI Pit appeared to be satisfactory and
as discussed with Mr. Mike Borden, this area of the Giant Mine Property will have to be diligently monitored as the snow
recedes in the Spring to ensure no backfill material or loose tailings are present.
Photo #6 is of a delivery well by the B Vent Shaft where a 20-30 Litre Paste fill water spill occurred on November 28 111, 2013,
spill file#: 13-392. Unfortunately this spill was not reported within 24 hours and therefore the Licensee did not comply with
Part F, Item l(b) of the water licence. Spill reporting procedures must be reviewed by the Licensee, Contractor, and Subcontractors and failure to comply with this item of the water licence during future operations will not be tolerated.
A thorough cleanup of the ground surface was conducted and all impacted material was taken to the Northwest Pond for
proper disposal. Diligent monitoring of the ground surface must also be employed at this location during the Spring melt,
and if any paste backfill material is present immediate cleanup must occur.
As per Part F, Item l(c) of the water licence, the Licensee must submit a detailed report of the occurrence including the
summary of cleanup actions and preventative measures to avoid any further unauthorized discharges. Some of this
information has already been provided to the Inspector, and the remaining information must be received no later than
December 281\ 2013.
Overall, seasonal restoration of the work areas appeared to be satisfactory and this cooperation and commitment to diligently
monitor all the works areas throughout the Spring melt is appreciated.
The final area inspected was the temporary laydown across from the Roaster Complex where decontaminated/clean inert
waste (ie: steel, fiberglass, other metal, etc.) has been stockpiled from Roaster deconstruction activities (Photo #7). This is
the final material that has to be moved to the Material Storage Area in Central Pond and as seen in Photo #8, this material is
actively being moved.

Completed off Site
Representative's Signature

Clint Ambrose
Inspector

~
Inspector's Signature

Photo #1 - MV2012L8-0010 - AANDC-CARD
Tailings Stockpile Facility has been cleaned of tailings and clean crush placed on the floor.

Photo #2 - MV2012L8-0010 - AANDC-CARD
As a precaution, snow adjacent to the tailings stockpile facility was removed for disposal in the Northwest Pond.

Photo #3 - MV2012L8-0010 - AANDC-CARD
Paste backfilling equipment was working on top of a liner at this location. Cleanup and the placement of clean crush occerred at this location.

Photo #4 - MV2012L8-0010 - AANDC-CARD
Access road between the backfilling operation and stockpile facility has been scraped.

Photo #5 • MV2012L8-0010 • AANDC-CARD
This area of drilling and backfilling has been scraped for disposal in the Northwest Pond and will be monitored during Spring Freshet.

Photo #6 • MV2012L8-0010 • AANDC-CARD
Location of spill #13-392. Thorough cleanup was conducted and diligent monitoring must occur as the snow recedes in the Spring.

Photo #7 - MV2012L8-0010 - AANDC-CARD
Decontaminated Roaster Waste is being actively moved to the Material Storage Area in Central Pond.

Photo #8 - MV2012L8-0010 - AANDC-CARD
Decontaminated Roaster Waste is being placed in the Material Storage Area in Central Pond.

