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September 121h, 2014

True North Safaris Ltd.
Box26
YELLOWKNIFE, NT XIA 2Nl
Attention:
Re:

Mr. Gary Jaeb

Land Use Permit MV2013J0006
Campsite/Lodge
Mackay Lake, NT

Dear Mr. Jaeb,
An inspection of the Mackay Lake Lodge and airstrip was conducted by Inspectors Clint Ambrose and Joe Heron on
September I 01h, 2014. The inspection was carried out to ensure operating conditions annexed to the above noted land use
permit are being adhered to during this land use operation.

The camp was inactive at the time of the inspection and although some efforts have been undertaken to address
previously noted concerns in the land use area, additional work is still required to achieve compliance with all operating
conditions annexed to the land use permit. Your copy of the Environmental Inspection Report is enclosed and should be
self-explanatory.
Also, two plans (Engagement and Spill Contingency) were to be submitted to the Mackenzie Valley Land and Water
Board by March 24th, 2014, and too date, they have not been received. These plans must be submitted immediately, and
ifnot received by November I •1, 2014, an Inspector's Order pursuant to section 86(2) of the Mackenzie Valley Resource
Management Act will be issued to the Permittee.
A follow-up inspection will be conducted during the summer of2015 to verify that concerns are being actively addressed
by the Permittee.
If you have any questions or concerns, please contact the undersigned at (867) 765-6648 or Mr Joe Heron at (867) 7656684.

Clint Ambrose
Manager, Resource Management (Inspector)
North Slave Regional Office
GNWT - Department of Lands
cc:

MVLWB
Land Administration
Gary Jaeb - via email

Government of the Northwest Territories. P.O. Box 1320, Yellowknife, NT Canada XlA 2L9
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ENVIRONMENTAL INSPECTION REPORT
Permittee:

True North Safaris Ltd.

Inspection Date- September 10'\ 2014
p erm1t
. Exp1ry D ate

Land Use Permit No.

September 23rd, 2018

MV2013J0006

L ast p rev1ous nspect1on
Initial

Quarrying Permit No.
Contractor:

Subcontractor:

Location(s) Inspected:

Mackay Lake Lodge and the airstrip.

Current Stage of
Operation:

The camp was inactive at the time of the inspection.

Program Modifications
Approved:

c on d".
1t1on o fO1perat10n "A" - Acceptabl e

"U" - U naccepta bl e

Operating Condition

"NIA" - Not A.oo1·1cabl e
Aspect Inspected
Camp

Condition

A

Location and Area

A

B

Time

A*

#3 Contact Inspector

A*

#4 Identify Agent
#7 Engagement Plan

c

Type and Size of Equipment

u

D

Methods and Techniques

A

E

Type, Location, Capacity and Operation of All Facilities

u

F

Control or Prevention of Ponding of Water, Flooding,
Erosion, Slides and Subsidence of Land

A

G

Use, Storage, Handling and Ultimate Disposal of Any
Chemical or Toxic Material

A

H

Wildlife and Fisheries Habitat

A

I

Storage, Handling and Disposal of Refuse or Sewage

u
u

J

Protection of Historical, Archeological and Burial Sites

A

K

Objects and Places of Recreational, Scenic or Ecological
Value

NIA

L

Security Deposit

NIA

M

Fuel Storage

u
u
u
u
u

#11 Clean Work Area

#21 Waste Petroleum
Disposal
#24 Disposal of Waste

#29 Fuel Near Water
#31 Mark Containers
#33 Seal Outlet
#36 Fuel Containment
#37 Revise Spill Plan

A*

#40 Spill Response

u

#42 Cleanup Spills

N

Methods and Techniques for Debris and Brush Disposal

NIA

0

Restoration of the Lands

A

p

Display of Permits and Permit Numbers

A

Q

Matters Not Inconsistent With the Regulations

A

R

Sections 8 to 16 M.V.L.U.R.

A

0
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Date: September 10111, 2014

Explanatory Remarks

Permit #: MV20 I 3J0006

I

An inspection of the Mackay Lake Lodge (Photo #I) and airstrip (Photo #2) was conducted by Inspectors Clint Ambrose and Joe
Heron on September I Ou', 2014. The inspection was carried out to ensure operating conditions annexed to the above noted land
use permit are being adhered to during this operation.
The lodge was inactive at the time of the inspection and although efforts have been made to address concerns noted during the
previous inspection, some outstanding items still require the Permittee's attention.
Condition #7 of the land use permit requires the Permittee to submit an Engagement Plan 6 months after the issuance of the permit
and therefore this plan was due no later than March 241h, 2014. Upon review of the Mackenzie Valley Land and Water Board's
(MVLWB) Public Registry and Inspector files, it appears that this plan was not submitted.
Condition #37 of the land use permit requires the Permittee to submit a revised Spill Contingency Plan 6 months after the issuance
of the permit and therefore this plan was due no later than March 241\ 2014. Upon review of the Mackenzie Valley Land and
Water Board's (MVLWB) Public Registry and Inspector files , it appears that this plan was not submitted.

The Permittee must submit these plans immediately, and if not received by November ls', 2014, the Inspector will have no
other option but to issue an Inspector's Order pursuant to section 86(2) of the Mackenzie Valley Resource Management Act.
Photo #3 is of an active drum on a building where concerns were noted during the previous inspection. Impacted soils have been
excavated and no hydrocarbon odours were present at the time of the inspection.
Photo #4 is at the generator shed where hydrocarbon impacted soils were observed during the previous inspection, and although
some soils have been excavated and placed into the drum in the foreground of the photo, some remain. The Permittee must
continue to cleanup this area to remain compliant with condition #36 and #42 of the land use permit.
The Inspector is pleased to report that impacted soils have been placed into containers (Photo #4 and #5), but unfortunately these
containers have been left open and therefore the contents aren't securely stored to comply with condition #43. Next time
personnel are on site, these containers must be sealed and removed to a licensed disposal facility.
Under the grader viewed in Photo #6, hydrocarbon contaminated soils are present and a thorough cleanup must occur and this
material must be taken offsite for proper disposal. Also, in front of the garage (Photo #11), some hydrocarbon staining is still
present and the Permittee must ensure cleanup occurs on an ongoing basis.
During the previous inspection, the Permittee was required to remove the barrels at the incinerator (Photo #7) since the use of
petroleum products as an accelerant or method of disposal is prohibited (condition #23). The Permittee at a minimum must
relocate the drums at this location to the airstrip apron so that they are staged for offsite disposal.
Photo #8 is of the airstrip apron and the drums viewed in this photo were present during the last inspection. The Permittee must
ensure that empty drums are removed on an ongoing basis to remain compliant with the operating conditions of the land use
permit.
Since a winter road (Tibbitt to Contwoyto Winter Road) is constructed each season in front of the Lodge, the Inspector anticipates
the Permittee's cooperation to take advantage of this winter road and make arrangements to have waste items shipped offsite
during the 2015 Winter Road Season. It is anticipated that a substantial amount of waste from the land use area will be removed
prior to the closure of the winter road this Spring.
Photo #9 is of a drum of gasoline that is stored too close to the ordinary high water mark of Mackay Lake, and unfortunately the
drum has leaked and impacted soils below it. A thorough cleanup of all impacted soils must occur and the drum must be
transferred to a competent container and relocated to comply with condition #29.
To comply with condition #31 and #33, the drums viewed in Photo #I 0 must have the Permittee's name stenciled on them and the
bungs positioned at 3 and 9 o'clock.
Photo #12 is ofitems stored in the salvage area East of the airstrip apron and this area appears to be unchanged from the previous
inspection. The Inspector can appreciate that some items, for example, old aluminum canoes for boat patches can remain, but
rusty drums, old heaters, etc. must be taken offsite for proper disposal.

A follow-up inspection will be conducted during the Summer of 2015 to verify that efforts have been undertaken to
address concerns noted in this inspection report.
Please ensure that proper notification is provided to the Inspector prior to the re-occupation of the camp to remain compliant with
operating conditions #3 and #4 of the land use permit.

Completed off Site
Representative's Signature

Clint Ambrose
Inspector

Photo #1 - MV2013J0006 - True North Safaris
Looking south at the lodge.

Photo #2 - MV2013J0006 - True North Safaris
Looking south along a portion of the airstrip.

Photo #3 - MV2013J0006 - True North Safaris
Hydrocarbon impacted soils at this drum have been excavated and containerized.

Photo #4 • MV2013J0006 - True North Safaris
A portion of the hydrocarbon impacted soils have been excavated at the generator building. Impacted soils have been placed into a drum.

Photo #5 - MV2013J0006 - True North Safaris
Barrel of hydrocarbon impacted soil is present to the left of the photo.

Photo #6 - MV2013J0006 - True North Safaris
Hydrocarbon impacted soils are present below the grader.

Photo #7 - MV2013J0006 - True North Safaris
Barrels at the incinerator must be removed for proper disposal as documented in the previous inspection.
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Photo #8 - MV2013J0006 - True North Safaris
Empty barrels that were noted during the previous inspection are still present on the apron of the airstrip.

Photo #9 - MV2013J0006 - True North Safaris
Drum of gasoline is leaking and stored too close to Mackay Lake. Drum must be relocated and impacted soils cleaned up.

Photo #10 - MV2013J0006 - True North Safaris
Gasoline drums must have names placed on them as per the permit conditions.

Photo #11 - MV2013J0006 - True North Safaris
Hydrocarbon staining was noted outside the garage.

Photo #12 - MV2013J0006 - True North Safaris
Waste still remains East of the airstrip apron.

