August 20th, 2020
True North Safaris Ltd.
P.O. Box 26
YELLOWKNIFE, NT X1A 2N1
Attention: Mr. Gary Jaeb
Re:

Land Use Permit MV2013J0006
Campsite/Lodge
Mackay Lake, NT

Dear Mr. Jaeb,
An inspection of the Mackay Lake Lodge and airstrip was conducted by Inspectors Clint
Ambrose and Brandon Bradbury on August 18th, 2020. The inspection was carried out to
ensure operating conditions annexed to the above noted land use permit are being adhered to
during this operation.
The lodge was inactive at the time of the inspection and the Inspectors are pleased to report
that some of the concerns noted during the July 31st, 2018 inspection have been satisfactorily
addressed.
The only concerns noted that require the Permittee’s attention are to continue with ongoing
removal of empty 45 gallon drums from the land use area, properly dispose of waste items that
no longer serve a purpose on site, and continue to address the hydrocarbon impacted soils at
the garage, below equipment and at the generator shed. Your copy of the Environmental
Inspection Report is included and should be self‐explanatory.
If you have any questions or concerns, please contact the undersigned at (867) 767‐9188 or
Mr. Brandon Bradbury at (867) 767‐9187 ext. 24193.
Sincerely,

Clint Ambrose
Manager, Resource Management (Inspector)
North Slave Regional Office
GNWT – Department of Lands
cc:

MVLWB

P.O. Box 1320, Yellowknife NT X1A 2L9

www.gov.nt.ca

C. P. 1320, Yellowknife NT X1A 2L9

ENVIRONMENTAL INSPECTION REPORT
Permittee:

Inspection Date: August 18th, 2020

True North Safaris Ltd.
Permit Expiry Date

Land Use Permit No.

MV2013J0006

September 23rd, 2020

Last Previous Inspection
July 31st, 2018

Quarrying Permit No.
Contractor:

Subcontractor:

Location(s) Inspected:

Mackay Lake Lodge

Current Stage of
Operation:

The lodge was inactive at the time of the inspection.

Program Modifications
Approved:
Condition of Operation “A” ‐ Acceptable “U” ‐ Unacceptable “N/A” ‐ Not Applicable
Operating Condition

Aspect Inspected
Lodge

A

Location and Area

A

B

Time

A

C

Type and Size of Equipment

A

D

Methods and Techniques

A

E

Type, Location, Capacity and Operation of All
Facilities

A

F

Control or Prevention of Ponding of Water, Flooding,
Erosion, Slides and Subsidence of Land

A

G

Use, Storage, Handling and Ultimate Disposal of Any
Chemical or Toxic Material

A

H

Wildlife and Fisheries Habitat

A

I

Storage, Handling and Disposal of Refuse or Sewage

A

J

Protection of Historical, Archeological and Burial
Sites

A

K

Objects and Places of Recreational, Scenic or
Ecological Value

N/A

L

Security Deposit

N/A

M Fuel Storage

A*
A*
A*

N

Methods &Techniques for Debris and Brush Disposal

N/A

O

Restoration of the Lands

A

P

Display of Permits and Permit Numbers

A

Q

Matters Not Inconsistent With the Regulations

A

R

Sections 8 to 16 M.V.L.U.R.

A

Condition

#36 Fuel Containment
#41 Drip trays
#42 Cleanup Spills
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Explanatory Remarks
An inspection of Mackay Lake Lodge (Figure 1 & 2) was conducted by Inspectors Clint Ambrose and
Brandon Bradbury on August 18th, 2020. The inspection was carried out to ensure operating conditions
annexed to the above noted land use permit are being adhered to during this land use operation.
The lodge was inactive at the time of the inspection and unfortunately the most southerly improvements
viewed in Figure 2 are flooded due to the increased water levels of Mackay Lake. As observed during
previous inspections, boat fuel cans & motors are typically stored in these buildings and if there is a
potential for hydrocarbons to be released to the receiving environment, the Permittee must make all efforts
possible to address this potential concern next time personnel are in the land use area.
Fuel stored in the land use area consists of propane and drummed gasoline & diesel. It can be viewed in
Figure 3 & 4 and no concerns were noted with fuel handling at these locations. During the July 31st, 2018
inspection various quantities & types of fuel were observed on the airstrip apron and the Inspectors are
pleased to report that a drastic change has occurred with the majority of the full and empty drums being
removed from the land use area. This cooperation to remove empties or fuel that no longer serves a
purpose is appreciated by Inspectors.
The drums viewed in Figure 5 were present during the previous inspection and the one change at this
location, propane cylinders have been removed. Once again, the Inspectors appreciate the Permittee’s
cooperation to comply with the operating conditions annexed to the land use permit.
Figure 6 & 7 are examples of active fuel drums on two (2) of the improvements and although no obvious
hydrocarbon leaks (weeps) were observed from the fittings, lines or bungs of the drums the Permittee must
implement secondary containment on all active drums to reduce the likelihood of a spill and ensure
compliance with Condition #36 of the land use permit.
Acceptable secondary containment would be to wrap the fittings with hydrocarbon absorbent matting and
place drip trays (5 gallon pails) below the fittings. This will reduce spills to the ground from weeps caused
by fluctuating temperatures or during re‐fueling operations.
As seen in Figure 8, the active drum has fallen off the stand and a small hydrocarbon spill has occurred. It
appears that soils were excavated in this area but unfortunately hydrocarbon odor remains. Next time
personnel are on site additional soils must be excavated, containerized and shipped off‐site for proper
disposal at a licensed facility.
Another area of concern where hydrocarbon impacted soil was observed can be viewed in Figure 9 which is
located on the north side of the generator building. The Permittee has made efforts to remove hydrocarbon
impacted soils from this location but unfortunately more soils require excavation, containerization and off‐
site disposal. The Permittee’s cooperation to address this concern next time personnel are on site is
anticipated and appreciated.
The Permittee continues to maintain spill response materials (Figure 11) in a couple locations throughout
the land use area and this cooperation to comply with Condition #40 is appreciated.
Domestic waste water continues to be disposed of in earthen sumps and an example of a covered sump can
be viewed in Figure 12. All sumps throughout the land use area appeared to have sufficient capacity for the
deposition of waste water and no concerns were noted.
In one of the buildings that is open to the elements (Figure 13), numerous items are present and don’t
appear to serve a purpose on site. These items as well as materials viewed in Figure 14 to 16 must be
removed from the land use area for re‐use or proper off‐site disposal. The Permittee’s cooperation to
continually remove waste or unusable items from the land use area is anticipated and a noticeable change
must occur prior to the next scheduled inspection.
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Explanatory Remarks
Overall, the Inspectors appreciate the Permittee’s cooperation to address some of the previously noted
concerns and implement best practices to comply with the Mackenzie Valley Land Use Regulations
(Regulations) and operating conditions annexed to the land use permit.
As a reminder, the land use permit is set to expire on September 23rd, 2020 and since no further
extensions can be granted, the Permittee has three options;
1. Submit a new land use permit application to the Mackenzie Valley Land and Water Board in
advance of MV2013J0006 expiry,
2. Fully restore the land use area to substantially the same condition with removal of all items
used in connection with this land use operation to comply with Section 15 & 16 of the
Mackenzie Valley Land Use Regulations, or
3. Submit a Storage Authorization Application (Storage Authorization Application) to the
Mackenzie Valley Land and Water Board prior to the expiry of land use permit
MV2013J0006.
Numerous discussions have been occurring with Mr. Gary Jaeb (Permittee), Mr. Andrew Wheeler (MVLWB
staff) and the undersigned Inspector since February 23rd, 2020 to prevent land use operations from being
hindered at Mackay Lake Lodge and to provide guidance on the permitting process. Mr. Wheeler has
provided very helpful information to explain provisions of the Mackenzie Valley Resource Management Act
& the Mackenzie Valley Land Use Regulations to Mr. Jaeb and this guidance is commendable as the goal of
Mr. Wheeler & the Inspectors has been to ensure True North Safaris Ltd. does not violate the Act or
Regulations.
The Inspectors wanted to ensure the Permittee was aware of the three (3) aforementioned options
therefore they have been included in the Environmental Inspection Report. As stated, one of the three
options must be undertaken and it is assumed from the email exchanges with Mr. Wheeler that Mr. Gary
Jaeb intends on letting the existing permit lapse, submitting a final plan to the Board & Inspectors no
later than November 23rd, 2020, and achieving compliance with the Regulations by changing operations
at Mackay Lake Lodge so no activities undertaken require a land use permit.
If True North Safaris Ltd. chooses not to renew the land use permit, all triggers in Section 4 & 5 of the
Regulations must be adhered to and therefore a Storage Authorization must be applied for well in
advance of September 23rd, 2020 since self‐propelled motorized machines for moving earth are still in the
land use area and can be viewed in Figure 17 to 20.
As a reminder, if a new land use permit is not obtained, land use operations at Mackay Lake Lodge may be
hindered since fuel volumes of greater than 4,000 Litres cannot be on site at any time, and the
aforementioned equipment cannot be used and must be removed from the land use area prior to the expiry
of the storage authorization which carries a term of one (1) year if approved by the Mackenzie Valley Land
and Water Board.
It is therefore assumed that the Permittee will be making arrangements to have all the self‐propelled earth
moving equipment removed along the 2021 Tibbitt to Contwoyto Winter Road and fuel volumes reduced
or kept below 4,000 Litres. Failure to do so or not have a new land use permit in place would cause the
Permittee to be in contravention of the Regulations. Your cooperation to comply is anticipated and
appreciated.

Completed off Site
Representative’s Signature

Clint Ambrose
Inspector

Inspector’s Signature
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Figure 1
Looking south at the lodge facilities.

Figure 2
Most southerly improvements on the lease.

ENVIRONMENTAL INSPECTION REPORT
Figure 3
Propane tanks on site.

Figure 4
Fuel drums staged on the airstrip apron.
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Figure 5
The majority of these drums are empty. The propane cylinders stored at this location in 2018 are no longer present.

Figure 6
Active fuel drum on a building. No fuel spills were observed but secondary containment is required.
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Figure 7
Another active drum that requires the implementation of secondary containment.

Figure 8
Drum is in the same position as the 2018 inspection. Hydrocarbon impacted soils require excavation for proper off‐
site disposal.
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Figure 9
Improperly stored fuel containers must be addressed and impacted soils remain at the generator building.

Figure 10
Camp generator and secondary containment is required.
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Figure 11
Spill kit in a highly visible location outside the garage.

Figure 12
Grey and black water sumps had sufficient capacity.
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Figure 13
Items that no longer serve a purpose in the land use area must be removed for re‐use or disposal.

Figure 14
Items in the rocks on the south side of the airstrip apron require retrieval for proper off‐site disposal.
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Figure 15
If some or all of these tires no longer serve a purpose in the land use area, they must be removed for off‐site
disposal.

Figure 16
If these two generators no longer serve a purpose, they must be removed from the land use area.
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Figure 17
Self‐propelled earth moving equipment inside the garage.

Figure 18
Vehicle with a net weight greater than 5 t and self‐propelled dozer in the box.

ENVIRONMENTAL INSPECTION REPORT
Figure 19
Self‐propelled earth moving grader on the airstrip apron.

Figure 20
Another piece of self‐propelled earth moving equipment in the land use area.

