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Hi Tausia,
 

Thanks for the chat about the Hamlet’s Licence on the 14th – if only we’d had more time! I’m
sending this email to summarize our conversation and share some observations about the Hamlet’s
waste facilities. I’m encouraged that Dillon Consulting is working on a number of Licence
requirements and looking forward to updates when the time comes, but also want to make sure that
current issues are noted.
 
SNP sampling

Wendy and I were very encouraged to learn that DKFN has been sampling at or very near to
where we were hoping SNP station 2015-4 could be located (this station has yet to be
formalized). It appears that spot is really only accessible by boat, which is understandably
problematic; Wendy and I plan to write a letter to formally request that DKFN share that data,
so that it can contribute to our collective understanding of water flow around and from the
lagoon and landfill (and basically fill in the blanks for SNP data from that station).
I understand that Gavin did some sampling with Hamlet staff in the fall of 2017. We weren’t
able to locate any of the analytical data produced from that sampling event. I can ask Taiga
Labs for it, but if you or Gavin can please share it, that would be greatly appreciated.
There is a clear need to train community staff to conduct SNP sampling in accordance with
Licence requirements. In an effort to help with this, Board staff are in the process of
developing custom SNP manuals for municipal Licenses, including Fort Res; we hope to have
the manual (including a guide, map, bottle order forms and other resources) ready for next
spring, at which point we can schedule an SNP training event with Hamlet staff, to review the
manual and Licence requirements in person. This will likely coincide with Wendy’s spring 2019
inspection; we will be in touch to schedule it.

 
Landfill operations

I understand that heavy equipment will be ordered so that the Hamlet can conduct more
frequent compaction and cover of the landfill, as well as segregate the waste stored in both
landfill areas. This is required by Part D, condition 16 of the Licence, and was required to be
completed by August 31, 2017 (there was an extension granted from the original December 3,
2016 deadline).

 
Lagoon maintenance

We noted during our visit that the discharge ramp had been built up, which is great.
Maintaining the current facility is important, but as Wendy noted, with a new one soon to be
built, it’s likely not worth spending a lot of money on the current one – however, it would be
interesting to know what your consultant and MACA think about this.
It would be helpful to have an update from your consultant sometime soon, so that we all
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have an understanding of the timelines and work planned. Board staff have sent reminders
about this before, but it’s important that you note Part F of the Licence, conditions applying
to Construction, as signed and stamped design drawings will need to be submitted to the
Board prior to any construction occurring (and there are additional conditions in this Part that
also need to be followed).

 
I think that’s it for now. I’m looking forward to re-starting the conversation about scheduling a water
licence meeting in Fort Res, once some progress is made on Licence requirements this summer; I’ll
be in touch about that later in the summer. For now, please keep me posted on the work as it
progresses, and as always, feel free to call me with any questions.
 
Thanks,
Erica
 
Erica Janes
Regulatory Specialist
Mackenzie Valley Land and Water Board
7th Floor, 4922 48th St, PO Box 2130 | Yellowknife, NT | X1A 2P6
ph  867.766.7466 | fax 867.873.6610
ejanes@mvlwb.com | www.mvlwb.com
 
Please note:  All correspondence to the Board, including emails, letters, faxes and attachments are
public documents and may be  posted to the public registry.
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