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Wayne Starling 
"C=CA;A=GOVMT.CANADA;P=GC+EC;O=EC;G=Anne;S=Wilson 11 .X400.INAC1 
8/24/2006 8:24:08 AM 
Re: Fort Resolution Sewage Lagoon 

Good Morning Anne: 
Was nice to speak with you last week as well, and glad you were able to find 
the waste disposal sites ok. Yes, I can understand your concern about the 
sewage lagoon in Ft. Resolution after seeing it for the first time - and thank 
you for the photos. It may be little comfort, but it is a soak away 
exfiltration system and has looked like that for years. It looks full but the 
level never seems to change very much, and in the past when the exfiltration 
rate slows down {from voids in the sand filling up with sludge), they just 
extend it a bit and carry on! 
About 15 years ago they looked at moving to a different site - just down the 
road and on the south side. An Engineering study was done and I recommended 
they not develop due to high ground water levels. They went ahead anyway, 
started a garbage pit and lagoon but abandoned the lagoon shortly after it was 
put into service because it wouldn't drain ............. Took several years 
to get all the garbage out of there and the people re-trained to dump back at 
the present location. 
Concerns about the lagoon have been raised by the Band, and I have addressed 
these with previous Municipal SA0 1 s and MACA. Most recently I spoke with Mr. 
Gil Lafferty, Coordinator of Capital Planning & Works with MACA in Ft. Smith 
this spring about relocating the facility. My suggestion was to move it to 
what appears to be a well drained elevated gravel ridge approx. 15 - 20 Km 

south of town along the highway to Hay River. There is plenty of room and it 
is well away from any significant surface water bodies. Mr. Lafferty was very 
interested in that site and from what I understood he was going to look into 
it, but I haven•t heard anything since then. It wouldn't hurt for you to 
address the matter with your contacts in MACA in Yellowknife, and maybe if the 
right approach is taken we can get a better facility developed for the 
community. Additional help is always welcome! 
Think that covers the background on this one - will keep in touch. 

Regards, 

Wayne 

>>> Wilson,Anne [Yell 8/23/2006 4:35 PM>>> 
Hi Wayne and Erv, 
Nice to talk with you both last week! 
Wayne, thanks for the excellent directions to all the municipal facilities. 
Hay River and Fort Providence look to be in good shape for both sewage and 
solid waste management. I noted that the Ft. Providence landfill had the 
hazardous wastes in one corner and would have liked to see them on pallets 
(rusting drums!) or with some secondary containment, but at least they are 
segregated. Both sewage lagoon facilities were beautiful. 

As mentioned to Erv on the phone, I am concerned with the Ft. Resolution 
sewage lagoon. It has virtually no freeboard (see attached photos) and no 
decant structure or provisions. I spoke briefly to Chief Sayine to see what 
the practices are, and he expressed concern with this lagoon being inadequate. 
Breaching (if it occurs) would be more of a human health concern as there is 



traffic to the adjacent landfill, and as far as I could tell, no surface 
waters nearby that we would worry about Fisheries Act issues. Should this be 
brought to the attention of MACA? I understand that there is a new lagoon 
which is not being used due to problems with groundwater? Let me know what 
you think on this. 

Thanks, 
Anne 

<<Lagoon Aug 17 06.jPG>> <<Lagoon 2 Aug 17 06.jPG>> 

Anne \'Jilson 
Water Pollution Specialist 
Environmental Protection Branch 
Yellowknife, NT 
Ph. 867-669-4735 
Fax 867-873-8185 

CC: Allen, Ervin; Lafferty, Gil 


