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agency, and other community amenities and features. There were ball diamonds, a ski hill, shooting range,
and hot springs. A landing strip facilitated the transportation of people and supplies.
Cantung’s commercial viability was compromised in the 1980’s when tungsten from China started to flood
world markets and lower selling prices. By 1986, the mine was shuttered, not reopening until 2001 – four
years after North American Tungsten’s purchase of the mine and its assets.
There were two operational suspensions between 2001 and 2010, but Cantung has since stabilized, and the
company’s significant investments in capital and labour since 2011 evidence its confidence in an extended
mine life.

Interim Closure and Reclamation Plan - ICRP
The new longer term vision for the company and the publishing of the MVLWB Guidelines for the Closure and
Reclamation of Advanced Mineral Exploration and Mine Sites in the Northwest Territories (2013), has NATCL
engaged in the step-wise process for the ICRP development. With the objectives approved and the options
discussed NATCL has undertaken the task of developing the written ICRP for the Cantung site.
The history at Cantung is long and the face of the mine has undertaken many changes in the past 60 years.
Gathering the information and data, often from hardcopy documents, is a long process involving a significant
amount of cross-referencing and methodology review.
NATCL has decided to do three (3) successive drafts of the ICRP, each more developed and inclusive than the
first, for a staged review and feedback process.
The Interim Closure and Reclamation Plan (ICRP) Draft 1, submitted April 20, 2015, provides background
information and component descriptions of the Cantung mine site as well as the Closure Options chosen to
meet Closure and Reclamations Objectives that have been approved. North American Tungsten Corporation
Ltd. (NATCL) recognizes that there are information gaps within this draft.
Draft 2 will provide additional information regarding all options considered, but not chosen. Additionally,
engineering and environmental studies previously completed will be populated in this draft. The tentative
date for submission of Draft 2 is September 30, 2015.
NATCL proposes to host an information session and workshop in Yellowknife to discuss Draft 1 & 2 and work
towards addressing concerns. The tentative date for this information session is proposed for November 9,
2015.
Draft 3 will provide information on Engineering and Environmental Studies commissioned or proposed, and
provide more detail regarding the options and methods, and will put forth the criteria where the information
is available or has been determined. The tentative date for submission of Draft 3 is December 21, 2015.
The completed ICRP will tentatively be submitted February 22, 2016 for approval.
A complete development schedule, with review schedules has been submitted to the MVLWB for
consideration. See Appendix D

Aquatic Effects Monitoring Program – AEMP
In the previous water license term amendment an aquatic effects monitoring program was not added as a
condition to the license. The Reasons for Decisions indicated that this would be addressed in the next water
license renewal. In 2014 with the tailings management amendment and the pending water license renewal,
NATCL began the development process for an AEMP. The AEMP will close the gaps between the existing
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monitoring programs and will act as the final check on Cantung’s potential impacts on the environment of
the Flat River. To guide the development of this program, NATCL has retained RC BioSolutions Ltd. – a highly
qualified consulting firm with extensive experience in developing such programs in Canada’s northern
regions.
The design and, ultimately, the implementation of the AEMP will occur in accordance with AANDC’s Guideline
for Designing and Implementing Aquatic Effects Monitoring Programs for Development Projects in the
Northwest Territories (2009). NATCL and RC BioSolutions will work closely with relevant stakeholders,
particularly First Nations, government and regulatory groups to develop a comprehensive program. Already,
design and scheduling have started in coordination with the Nahæâ Dehé Dene Band, Liidlii Kue First Nation
and the Dehcho First Nation; the application of traditional ecological knowledge is integral to the program’s
purpose.
An updated schedule of development is in Appendix E.

Water License Plan and Report Submissions
The water license amended March 2, 2015 has a large number of new plans and updates or revisions
required. NATCL is working towards meeting all submissions dates for the plans and reports. Many plans
and reports have been submitted and approved since the last term extension.
NATCL has provided an updated submissions table and schedule to show the recent plans and reports
submitted, as well as the schedule for the new plans and revisions in Appendix F. Some of the dates will be
refined dependent on the schedule of operations for the dry stack tailings facilities.
Many of the recent submissions are referred to in the renewal application and questionnaire. To prevent
duplication NATCL would like to direct all reviewers to the MVLWB’s Public Registry.
Here under North American Tungsten you may access all submissions, monthly reports, annual water license
reports and historical documents.
http://www.mvlwb.ca/Boards/mv/SitePages/registry.aspx
>North American Tungsten
>MV2002L2-0019
Appendix C provides a list of documents that NATCL would like to bring your attention to. These documents
have the recent and relevant maps, drawings, operational procedures and water flows.

Consultation
The Cantung Mine is located within Treaty 11 and in the Dehcho Settlement Area - the focus of land claims
settlement discussions between the Dehcho First Nations, the federal government, and the GNWT. The
nearest downstream community is Nahanni Butte, whose First Nation, the Nahɂą Dehé Dene Band (“NDDB”),
asserts aboriginal title to Cantung as part of its traditional territory. In March, 2015, after five months of
negotiations over six sessions in Yellowknife, Nahanni Butte, and Vancouver, NTC and the NDDB executed an
Impact Benefit Agreement that strengthens the NDDB’s role at Cantung.
Pursuant to the agreement, NTC now provides the following environmental information directly to the
NDDB:
 monthly water reports;
 any spill reports;
 permit or land use applications; and
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generally, documents and reports that are submitted to the MVLWB as part of its regulation of the
Cantung Mine.

In addition, a new joint implementation committee may review the following:
 Permit applications;
 Environmental monitoring, including NTC’s Environmental Effects Monitoring Program under the Metal
Mining Effluent Regulations and the Aquatics Effects Monitoring Program mandated by the MVLWB;
 Emergency preparedness plans; and
 NTC’s closure and reclamation plans for the Cantung Mine.
As Chief Mike Matou noted in a recent letter posted on the MVLWB Registry:
“As part of our new relationship, NATCL shares its environmental plans and records with us and,
through a joint committee which has majority NDDB representation, we are participating in the
development of an Aquatic Effects Monitoring Program (AEMP), will be participating in development of
the mine’s Interim Closure and Reclamation Plan (ICRP), and are more engaged in the development
and monitoring of licences and licence amendments, including NATCL’s recent licence amendment to
convert to a dry stack tailings process for the management of mine tailings.”
NTC intends to similarly increase its engagement with the Liidlii Kue First Nation (“LKFN”), whose late chief,
Minnie Letcher, led a delegation to the mine last year, and the Dehcho, with whom the Cantung environment
department, in particular, is in regular dialogue. That engagement has involved participation in the design of
the AEMP and is expected to be formalized by contract, as discussed with Chief Letcher and members of the
LKFN delegation during their 2014 visit.
Once the Dehcho settlement is concluded, the Dehcho Land Use Plan could govern activities at Cantung. NTC
plans to engage with the Dehcho more intensively in the upcoming year in order to ensure a smooth
transition if settlement engenders a new regulatory regime for the mine site.
On-going discussions regarding a number of topics have continued to occur; including, wastewater
treatment, tailings management, AEMP, closure planning and the plan of renewing the water license
operations. Engagement Logs for the AEMP, ICRP, tailings management, and WL renewal are included in
Appendix G.
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North American Tungsten looks forward to working with all reviewers through the regulatory process to
renew the existing water license MV2002L2-0019 (amended March 2, 2015) for the Cantung Mine.
Please contact Deborah Flemming, Environmental Superintendent (dflemming@natcl.ca) should you have
any questions or concerns regarding the information provided in the application submission.

Yours truly,
North American Tungsten Corporation

Deborah Flemming
Environmental Superintendent

Attachments;
Appendix A – WL Renewal Application Form
Appendix B – WL Renewal Application Mining Industry Questionnaire
Appendix C – Supporting Documents List
Appendix D – ICRP Development Schedule
Appendix E – AEMP Development Schedule
Appendix F – Submissions Schedule for WL Requirements
Appendix G – Engagement Logs

CC: J. McKenzie, B.Delaney, A. Krasnick, Cantung Enviro, Laurie Nadia, J.Hardisty & Carl Lafferty -GNWT,
Chief M.Matou NBDB
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