Telephone: 867 874‐6994
Fax:
867 874‐2460
September 29, 2016
Rowe's Construction
25 Studney Drive
Hay River, NT X0E 0R6
Attention:

Ron Schaub

File Number
Type of Operation
Location

Email: rschaub@rowes.ca
MV2015Q0022
QUARRY SITE ‐ Existing
Km 191.6, NWT Highway No. 1

Dear Mr. Schaub,
An inspection of the above noted operation was conducted on August 09, 2016 by Resource
Management Officers Norm McCowan and Jayda Robillard.
Enclosed is a copy of the Environmental Inspection Report. Please refer to the unacceptable
and noted conditions in the general comments section of this report. Your attention to this
matter is appreciated.
If you have any questions, please contact me at 867 874‐6994 ext 24.
Sincerely,

Original Signed
Norm McCowan
Resource Management Officer III
Department of Lands
South Slave Region
CC: MVLWB

41 Capital Drive #203, Hay River, NT X0E 1G2

ENVIRONMENTAL INSPECTION REPORT
Permittee:
Land Use Permit No.
Quarrying Permit No.
Contractor:
Location(s) Inspected:
Current Stage of Operation:

Permit Expiry
Date:
Previous
MV2015Q0022
Inspection:
14/0027
Inspection Date:
Subcontractor:
Km 191.6, NWT Highway No. 1

Rowe's Construction

February 17, 2021
June 09, 2016
August 09, 2016

Crushing operation complete.

Program Modifications
Approved:
Condition of Operation “A” ‐ Acceptable “U” ‐ Unacceptable “N/A” ‐ Not Applicable “N/I” ‐ Not Inspected

Operating Condition
Location as Permitted
Time as Permitted
Equipment as Approved (Type & Size)
Methods & Techniques
Facilities
Erosion (Control or Prevention)
Chemicals
Wildlife and Fisheries Habitat
(Protection)
Wastes
Historical / Archaeological Sites
Fuel Storage
Brush Disposal
Restoration of Lands
Permits
Matters not Inconsistent
Explanatory Remarks –

Aspect Inspected
Pit
A
A
A
A
A
A
A
A
A
A
U
U
A
N/A
U

25, 26
29

A: Scope

FOLLOW UP MATTERS FROM PREVIOUS INSPECTION OF June 09, 2016


Ensure salvageable timber is separated from woody debris and brush. Woody debris and
brush should be disposed of through burning when conditions are safe, prior to the expiry of
the land use permit.



Ensure overburden is windrowed separately for use at a later date when reclamation is
required.

An inspection of the Km 191.6, NWT Highway No. 1 gravel pit was conducted by Resource
Management Officers Norm McCowan and Jayda Robillard on August 09, 2016. The inspection was
conducted to ensure compliance with the conditions annexed to Land Use Permit MV2015Q0022.
The Inspectors note that a crushing operation has been completed since the previous inspection
conducted in June 2016. A stockpile of processed granular material has been placed near the
northeast corner of the permitted area under the authority of Quarry Permit 2014QP0027.
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ENVIRONMENTAL INSPECTION REPORT
A number of violations were observed during the inspection. The more serious violations are that
Rowe’s Construction has conducted a land use operation outside of the scope of the land use permit
and have over‐quarried in violation of the associated quarry permit. These violations are
summarized as follows:
Issue 1: Fuel Storage
A 50,0000 litre fuel tank was located near the northeast corner of the project area in violation of
Condition 3 Part A: Scope of Permit. Rowe’s Construction stated in the land use permit application
dated December 21, 2015 that no fuel would be stored on site.
Issue 2: Camp
A camp has been established on the north side of the project area in violation of Condition 3 Part A:
Scope of Permit. The camp consists of 4 trailers each measuring 3.7m x 15.8m. A sewage sump has
been excavated on the north side of the trailers. Rowe’s Construction stated in the land use permit
application dated December 21, 2015 that no camp would be set up.
Issue 3: Over‐Quarry
Stockpile of crushed granular material measures 25m wide x 30m long x 4.2m height (avg.) located
within the project area. Quarry Permit 2014QP0027 issued on May 06, 2014 authorized the
quarrying/ or removal of 1,000 m³ of granular material from the gravel pit.
Field measurements conducted on the inspection date show that there has been an over‐quarry in
violation of Condition #1 of Quarry Permit 2014QP0027 and Condition 3‐Part A: Scope of Permit of
the land use permit.
Condition #1 of the quarry permit states “The permit shall expire when the quantity of material or
substance mentioned in the permit has been quarried or removed, or on the expiry of three years
from the date of issue of the permit, whichever is the earlier.”
Quarry Permit 2014QP0027 is expired as the quantity of material authorized in the permit has been
exceeded. There are serious consequences for over‐quarrying where the penalty for such action is
addressed in Condition #13 of the quarry permit which states "A Permittee who over‐quarries may
be ineligible for future quarry permits for a twelve month period and additional legal action may be
taken by the Land Use Inspector under the quarrying regulations".
This matter is under review by the Inspector and the Permittee will be advised under separate cover
the results of the investigation.
Issue 4: Drip Trays
Condition #25 states "All equipment that may be parked for two hours or more, shall have a
hazmat/drip tray under it or sufficiently diapered".
The Inspector notes that all equipment located within the project area has been parked with no
hazmat/drip trays placed underneath.
Issue 5: Clean Up Spills
Condition #26 states "The Permittee shall clean up all leaks, spills, and contaminated material".
A small petroleum spill was observed on the south side of the camp. The Permittee has made no
effort to complete clean‐up and removal of hydrocarbon impacted soils.
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ENVIRONMENTAL INSPECTION REPORT
Issue 6: Salvage Timber
Condition #29 states "The Permittee shall salvage all portions of trees that are larger than 13cm in
diameter at locations authorized in writing by an Inspector".
As noted in the previous inspection report, Rowe’s Construction has done a poor job salvaging
timber. The practice of mixing timber and overburden during pit development is not acceptable. All
salvaged timber must be separated from the overburden using a brush rake and stacked neatly on
the west side of the gravel pit away from the windrowed overburden.
All remaining brush and woody debris remaining must be piled and totally disposed of through
burning when conditions are safe (Condition #27). Brush was also observed partially buried in the
recent excavation area of the pit. This brush must be pulled out and piled to be totally disposed of
through burning.
Corrective Measures Required:
1. Fuel tank must be removed from territorial lands. An amendment request to Land Use
Permit MV2015Q0022 for fuel storage must be submitted to the Mackenzie Valley Land and
Water Board.
2. Camp trailers must be removed from territorial lands and the sump backfilled.
3. Rowe’s Construction must submit a quarry permit final plan accounting for all granular
material processed/stockpiled and removed from site.
4. Drip trays must be placed under all equipment that is parked for two hours or more.
5. All petroleum spills cleaned up and hauled to an authorized disposal site.
6. All salvageable timber windrowed to the west side of the project area be separated from the
overburden and stacked neatly for firewood salvage.
7. All woody debris located within the project area be piled and totally disposed of when
conditions are safe.
8. An amendment request authorizing the fuel storage and camp establishment must be
submitted to the Mackenzie Valley Land and Water Board if required in the future.
The Inspector directs Rowe’s Construction to have all noted deficiencies corrected by October 31,
2016.
Rowe’s Construction disregard of the terms and conditions of the land use permit and associated
quarry permit will not be tolerated. The Inspector will have no choice but to recommend suspension
or cancellation of the land permit and quarry permit for non‐compliance in future operations.

Original Signed by Norm McCowan

_______________________

____________________________

Representative Signature

Inspector’s Signature
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ENVIRONMENTAL INSPECTION REPORT
Inspection Images:
Figure 1
50,000 litre double‐walled fuel tank located on the NE corner of the project area. Fuel storage is not a permitted activity under
the authority of this land use permit.

Figure 2
Camp has been established on the north side of the project area. The camp is not a permitted activity under the authority of
this land use permit.
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ENVIRONMENTAL INSPECTION REPORT
Figure 3
Sump for sewage and waste water located behind the camp must be backfilled.

Figure 4
Stockpile of processed granular material facing west.
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ENVIRONMENTAL INSPECTION REPORT
Figure 5
Stockpile of processed granular material facing north.

Figure 6
Loader parked in the gravel pit without a drip trap in violation of permit condition #25.
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ENVIRONMENTAL INSPECTION REPORT
Figure 7
Equipment located within the project area.

Figure 8
Small petroleum spill located on the south side of the camp requires clean‐up.
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ENVIRONMENTAL INSPECTION REPORT
Figure 9
All salvageable timber windrowed to the west side of the project area be separated from the overburden and stacked neatly for
firewood salvage.

Figure 10
All woody debris located within the project area must be piled and totally disposed of through burning when conditions are
safe.
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ENVIRONMENTAL INSPECTION REPORT
Figure 11
Woody debris partially buried in the active excavation must be removed and totally disposed of through burning when
conditions are safe.

Figure 12
Active quarry area within the project area.
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