Staff Report

Applicant:

Directorate (CARD)

Department of Indian Affairs and Northern Development — Contaminants and Remediation

Location:
Giant Mine, NT

Application:
MV2016S0016

Date Prepared:
December 11, 2017

Meeting Date:
December 18, 2017

Subject:
Land Use Permit - Amendment Application

1. Purpose/Report Summary

The purpose of this Report is to present to the Mackenzie Valley Land and Water Board (MVLWB/the

Board):

a) An Application to amend Land Use Permit (Permit) MV201650016 submitted by Department of
Indian Affairs and Northern Development — Contaminants and Remediation Directorate (CARD);

and
b) Consider the preliminary screening.

2. Background

e July 21, 2016 — Issuance of Permit MV2016S0016;

December 4, 2017 — Responses received;

November 7, 2017 — Amendment Application submitted;
November 8, 2017 — Amendment Application deemed complete and review commenced;
November 28, 2017 — Reviewer comments and recommendations due and received;

e December 18, 2017 - Amendment Application presented to the Board for decision, and
e July 20,2021 — Expiration of Permit MV2016S0016.

3. Discussion

On November 7, 2017, CARD submitted an amendment application which proposed a change to the
type of pumps used for water management on site (attached). The proposed pumps would be
submersible and installed from the surface during the 2017/2018 season and will reduce potential
health and safety risks by eliminating the need for workers to access the underground to perform
maintenance and repairs. The proposed pumps will also increase the capacity to manage water and
allow the Giant Mine Remediation Team to be better prepared for emergency responses (i.e.,
flooding). As submersible pumps were not included as approved equipment in the originally issued
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Permit, an amendment application was required; this necessitated a review of the preliminary
screening.
4. Comments

Not applicable.

5. Reviewer Comments

By November 28, 2017, the Acho Dene Koe First Nation (ADKFN) had submitted one comment which
indicated that the project is not in their traditional territory but recognize that the environment and
ecosystems are interconnected. CARD acknowledged this comment and responded by December 4,
2017. The Review Summary and Attachments (attached) presents the concerns identified through this
review.

Board staff have updated the preliminary screening to include the use of the additional pumps, for
the Boards consideration (attached).

A draft Permit cover page and conditions are attached for the Board’s consideration. Board staff note
that only the footer of the conditions has been updated.

6. Security
In accordance with section 94 of the Mackenzie Valley Resource Management Act (MVRMA), the
federal government is not required to post security pursuant to section 71 of the MVRMA.

7. Conclusion

Board staff conclude there are no outstanding issues or concerns with this submission and that the
Board can approve the amendment for Permit MV2016S0016.

8. Recommendation

Board staff recommends the Board:

a) Make a motion to approve the preliminary screening is exempt for Land Use Permit
MV20165S0016; and

b) Make a motion to approve the amendment of Land Use Permit MV201650016 and associated
Reasons for Decision.
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9. Attachments

e Amendment Application

e Review Summary and Attachments
e Draft Land Use Permit Cover Page

e Draft Land Use Permit Conditions

e Draft Reasons for Decision

e Draft Decision Letter from the Board

Respectfully submitted,

Tyree Mullaney
Regulatory Specialist
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Review Comment Table

Board: IMvLwB

INAC CARD - Giant Mine - Amendment Applications - MV2012L8-0010
MV201650016

MV2012L8-0010
MV2016S0016

Proponent: | INAC - Contaminants and Remediation Directorate

Review Item:

File(s):

Document(s): Amendment Applications (4.5 MB)

Item For Review

Distributed On: Nov 8 at 11:45 Distribution List

Reviewer

Comments Due By: Nov 28, 2017

Proponent

D 2017
Responses Due By: ecs, 20

Good afternoon,

INAC - CARD - Giant Mine, has submitted two amendment application for Land
Use Permit MV201650016 and Water Licence MV2012L8-0010. INAC is proposing
to change the type of pumps used for water management onsite. Use of
submersible pumps, installed from the surface, will eliminate the need for workers
to access the underground to perform maintenance and repairs, reducing
potential health and safety risks. The proposed pumps also increase pumping
capacity of the water management system. The GMRPT to be better prepared for
emergency response in the case of a flood. Submersible pumps were not included
as approved equipment in the preliminary screening of the original licence and
permit application. Therefore, amendment to the existing Licence and Permit are
required.

Item Description:

The work is anticipated to be completed during the Winter 2017/2018

season. Water Licence MV2012L8-0010 is set to expire January 31, 2019. Should
delays in procurement delay installation of the submersible pumps, the necessary
testing of the pumps during maximum flow conditions will not be possible until
freshet 2019. Therefore, as a precaution, in addition to an amendment for the
type of pumping equipment, INAC is requesting a 1.5-year extension to Water
Licence MV2012L8-0010 term, to July 31, 2020, to allow for proper testing and any
additional work needed, prior to Water Licence expiry.

Reviewers are invited to submit questions, comments and recommendations on
the applications by November 28, 2017.

If you have any questions or comments regarding this review or the Online Review
System, please contact Tyree Mullaney at (867) 766-7464 or tyree@mvlwb.com.
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review materials by fax:

Organization Contact Name Contact Position/Title Email/Fax
Fort Resolution Métis Council Trudy King (867)394-3322;
Fieldworker.frmc53@northwestel.net;

General Reviewer

. Hay River Metis Council Trevor Beck President (867)874-4472;
Information:

hrmc@northwestel.net;

NWT Metis Nation
Tim Heron NWTMN IMA Coordinator (867)872-3586;
rcc.nwtmn@northwestel.net;

In addition to the email distribution list, the following organizations received

Contact Jen Potten 867-766-7468
Information: Tyree Mullaney 867-766-7464

Comment Summary

Acho Dene Koe First Nation: Julie Swinscoe

Reviewer

ID |[Topic Comment/Recommendation

Proponent Response

Board Staff
Response

1 |General Comment ADKFN acknowledges|The Giant Mine Remediation
Comment notification of the proposed project acknowledges the
changes to the Water Licence, |ADKFN’s concerns.

Land Use Permit, and permit Environmental impacts for
extension for the GMRP. the installation and testing of
Recommendation While the the new pumps are

GMRP is outside of anticipated to be minimal and
ADKFN&#39;s traditional localized.

territory within the Northwest
Territories, ADKFN recognizes
that the environment and
ecosystems are interconnected
and as a result, projects in
surrounding areas of the
traditional territory have the
potential to impact ADKFN land
and resources.

Noted

2 |General Comment (doc) Please see the |See response to Comment 1
attached document for ADKFN
full response.
Recommendation See
attached.

Noted.
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Memorandum

To: Natalie Plato (Deputy Director), Indigenous and Northern Affairs Canada

From: Julie Swinscoe, Project Director

c.c.. Boyd Clark, Operations Manager; Chief Gene Hope, Acho Dene Koe First Nation
Date: November 28, 2017

Re: INAC Giant Mine Referral MV2016S0016 and MV2010L8-0010

The following Referral response is being submitted online via the MVLWB Online Review System on
behalf of Acho Dene Koe First Nation.






Giant Mine Permit and License Amendments Referral
#MV2016S0016 and #MV2010L8-0010

2. Authorization

These recommendations were provided on behalf of Acho Dene Koe First Nation on the iﬂ“"day of
November, 2017.

Acho Dene Koe First Nation Landmark Resource Management
Signature : Signature
Q’(i WE HL* DNE Julie Swinscoe
Name ' Hame
/%OKFU \ ,@l wl Project Director
Title [} Tille
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Comment
#

Reviewer

Topic

Reviewer Comment

Proponent Response

Acho Dene Koe First Nation

(ADKFN)

General

Comment: ADKFN acknowledges notification of
the proposed changes to the Water Licence, Land
Use Permit, and permit extension for the GMRP.
Recommendation: While the GMRP is outside of
ADKFN's traditional territory within the Northwest
Territories, ADKFN recognizes that the
environment and ecosystems are interconnected
and as a result, projects in surrounding areas of
the traditional territory have the potential to
impact ADKFN land and resources.

The Giant Mine Remediation
Project acknowledges the
ADKFN’s concern. Environmental
impacts from the installation
and testing of the new pumps
are anticipated to be minimal
and localized.

ADKFN

General

Comment; Please see the attached document for
ADKFN full response.
Recommendation: See attached.

See response to Comment 1
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