P.O. Box 1500
4923 52nd Street
Yellowknife, NT
X1A 2R3
June 28th, 2017
Indigenous and Northern Affairs Canada – CARD
P.O. Box 1500
4923 52nd Street
Yellowknife, NT
X1A 2R3
Attention: Mr. Carey Ogilvie, INAC CARD
RE: Land Use Permit MV2016X0011 & Water Licence MV2016L8-0003– Tundra Mine Remediation
Project – Inspection
Dear Mr. Ogilvie,
An inspection of the Tundra Mine Remediation project was completed by Resource Management
Officers Tim Morton and Devin Penney and Co-op Student Yee Ting Choy on June 16th, 2017. The
inspection was conducted to ensure compliance with the terms and conditions of the land use permit
MV2016X0011, water licence MV2016L8-0003, quarrying operations, and approved management plans.
The site appeared to be operated in an organized manner as the Inspectors did not note any major
concerns. Most of the concerns noted in the previous inspection had also been addressed.
The attached inspection report contains details and pictures that were taken during the inspection.
If you have any questions or concerns, please contact Tim Morton at (867) 669-2442.

Thank you,

Tim Morton
Resource Management Officer (Inspector)
Resource and Land Division
Aboriginal Affairs and Northern Development Canada
cc.

MVLWB – via email
INAC/CARD – via email
INAC Resource and Lands – via email

INSPECTION DATE – June 16th 2017

ENVIRONMENTAL INSPECTION REPORT (MV2016X0011)
Permittee:

th

INAC – CARD

October 19 2021
Permit Expiry Date

Land Use Permit No.

MV2016X0011

Quarrying Permit No.

2016QP0005

Contractor:

Nahanni Construction /Delta Engineering

Location(s) Inspected:

st

May 31 2017
Last Previous Inspection

Subcontractor:

Camp/Fuel Storage/Equipment Lay Down/Haz Waste Storage /Active and Inactive Quarries

Current Stage of Operation:

Active Remediation

Program Modifications Approved:

None

Condition of Operation “A” - Acceptable “U” - Unacceptable “N/A” - Not Applicable “N/I” - Not Inspected
Operating Condition

Aspect Inspected
Camp
Support
Facilities
Quarries

A

Location and Area

A

B

Timing as Permitted

A

C

Equipment as Approved (Type & Size )

A

D

Methods & Techniques

A

E

Facilities

A

F

Erosion (Control or Prevention )

A

G

Chemicals

A

H

Wildlife and Fisheries Habitat (Protection )

A

I

Wastes

A

J

Historical / Archaeological Sites

A

K

Ecological Resources

N/A

M

Fuel Storage

A*

N

Brush Disposal

A

O

Restoration of Lands

A

P

Permits

A

Q

Biological and Physical Protection of Land

A

R

Sections 8 to 12 / 14 to 16 M.V.L.U.R.

A

S

Quarrying Methods

A

c#48

ENVIRONMENTAL INSPECTION REPORT Pg. 2
(Continued)
Date:

June 16th 2017

Permit #:

MV2016X0011

Explanatory Remarks An inspection of the Tundra remediation project was conducted by Resource Management Officer Tim
Morton and Devin Penney and Co-op student Yee Ting Choy on June 16th 2017. The Inspectors were
accompanied by Rob Osborne (AECOM – Site Representative), Murray Somers (CARD – Project Officer),
and Justin Hanisch (AECOM – Fish Biologist). The inspection was carried out to ensure compliance under
the applicable land use permits, water licences, quarry permits, and management plans.
The remediation project was fully operational at the time of the inspection. There were an estimated
40-45 people onsite and multiple activities taking place such as active quarrying, water treatment plant
operation, road maintenance, surveying, and water sampling. The Inspectors noted that the three cell
sewage system had significantly lower levels of water compared to levels during the May 31st inspection
and did not have any concerns with the amount of freeboard remaining in the cells (Photo #1, #2).
All equipment around the site that was sitting for at least two hours had drip trays placed under them as
required by condition #54 of the land use permit. The inspectors identified hydrocarbon sheen in a large
puddle (Photo #3) and were unable to identify the source. There was also hydrocarbon staining from a
spill that had occurred in the previous weeks (from tank EC 00043776) (Photo #4). The affected areas
should be removed and contained in accordance with the waste management plan.
Site personnel notified the Inspectors that an old landfill containing machinery and refuse had been
unearthed during quarrying near the airstrip (Photo #5, #6). This landfill material had been moved and
piled at a different location. Much of the material and associated earth emitted a strong scent of
hydrocarbons. Site personnel explained that they were going to test the quarry material and decide
whether or not it would be fit for use. Any material affected by hydrocarbons cannot be used and must
be treated and contained in accordance with the waste management plant.
The standing water within the hazardous waste storage area from the previous inspection had been
drained, leaving a layer of hydrocarbons on the ground (Photo #7 & #8). A thick layer of hydrocarbons
remains pooled near some waste disposal bags (Photo #9). Site personnel notified the inspectors that
they were waiting for the area to dry completely before treating and disposing of the contaminated
material.
The uncovered refuse and rubbish that was near the camp last inspection had now been covered and
was being stored correctly as per condition #40 of the land use permit. The ashes and remains from an
open burn were inspected and the Inspectors discovered the remains of fiber-glass (Photo #10). Like
with other non-burnable materials, fiber-glass will need to be removed before the material can be
incinerated.
The water treatment plant was setup onsite and was discharging at the time of the inspection. In
accordance with condition #9 of the license, a Meter was installed and was measuring the amount of
discharge and the rate of flow. Water was being discharged at 136.05 m3/h, well within the limit of
300m3/h stated by condition #24 (Photo #11). The Inspectors took water samples at the SNP station
near the plant and are currently awaiting results from the lab.
As recommended from the previous inspection, a survey had been completed at the A1 quarry located
to the southeast of the airstrip. This is to ensure the operation does not encroach into the authorized
setback or cross into GNWT lands. The boundary between federal land and GNWT lands was now
clearly delineated, as was the authorized setback (Photo #12).
The Inspector expects that they above mentioned issues are addressed in a timely fashion. An
inspection report of water license MV2016L8-0003 will be submitted once the Inspectors receive the
water sample results from the lab. Please contact the Inspector listed below or Devin Penney (867) 6692468 if you have any questions or concerns.
*Original Signed*
____________________________
Inspectors Signature

Photo #1: Overview of the three-cell sewage
system.

Photo #2: Second cell of the sewage system.
Note the low level.

Photo #3: Puddle of water in tire tracks.
Note the hydrocarbon sheen on the surface.

Photo #4: Hydrocarbon staining on the
ground around tank EC 00043776 from an
earlier spill.

Photo #5: One of the piles of debris pulled
from the old landfill. A strong smell of
hydrocarbons could be detected coming
from the refuse.

Photo #6: Closer view of some of the landfill
material.

Photo #7: Overview of the hazardous waste
storage area. Most of the water has been
drained but a layer of hydrocarbons remains
on parts of the ground.

Photo #8: Remaining water in the hazardous
waste storage area.

Photo #9: Thick black layer of hydrocarbons
underneath waste disposal bags.

Photo #10: Fiber-glass found in burn pile.

Photo #11: Meter installed at the SNP
station near the plant showing discharge
rates within the limit of 300m3/h.

Photo #12: Boundary between federal and
GNWT land.
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Good Day Mr. Ogilvie,
Attached is as copy of the inspection report for the June 16th 2017 land use permit inspection. The inspection
report for the water licence will be completed once the sample results are returned.
Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions or concerns.

Tim Morton
Resource Management Officer(Inspector)
Indigenous and Northern Affairs Canada
Yellowknife, NT
Office: (867) 669-2442
Cell: (867) 445-7935
tim.morton@aandc-aadnc.gc.ca

