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IN THE MATTER OF:

An Application for the Renewal of Water Licence
S03L1-001 by Imperial Oil Resources Ltd. (IORL)

AND IN THE MATTER OF:

A Motion by IORL for Protection of Certain Evidence
Related to the Costs of Closure and Reclamation
(C&R) of the Norman Wells Operations;

AND IN THE MATTER OF:

A Request by IORL that its C&R Evidence to be filed in
the Water Licence Renewal Proceeding be treated as
Confidential Information

BOARD DIRECTION ON PROCEDURE
Background:
On May 30th, 2014 the Applicant, IORL, filed a Motion seeking the protection of certain
documents and information addressing closure and reclamation (“C&R”) costs (the “Confidential
Information”) in the captioned proceeding on the basis that they are proprietary, contain trade
secrets, and that they are protected under the Access to Information Act. The Sahtu Land and
Water Board (the “Board”) notified the parties to this proceeding of this motion and sought
expressions of interest from those parties wishing to have access to the Confidential
Information.
Upon receipt of submissions from Aboriginal Affairs and Northern Development Canada
(AANDC) and the Government of the Northwest Territories (GNWT) (the “Receiving Parties”)
the Board has decided that these parties will have access to the Confidential Information,
subject to an undertaking to maintain it in strict confidence.
The Applicant has advised the Board that the Confidential Information includes over 200 pages
of material and that it wishes to meet with the Receiving Parties to review it prior to the
presentation of any response by those parties to the Board.
The Public Hearing in this matter is scheduled for June 12-13, 2014 in Norman Wells, NWT.
Directive:
Considering the background as set out above, and in the interests of allowing for a full and fair
opportunity for the Applicant and Receiving Parties to review the Confidential Information, the
Board has decided as follows:
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1. The Public Hearing will proceed on the advertised dates, as set out above;
2. Any issues and evidence related to C&R costs are hereby adjourned to a later date to be
set by the Board, after the Public Hearing;
3. Matters related to C&R costs will not form part of the Public Hearing, but C&R planning
matters may be raised;
4. IORL and the Receiving Parties are directed to work with Board staff and counsel to
develop a process which will enable the Board to address the Confidential Information
and a final C&R cost for the renewed licence in an appropriate manner in its decision
and reasons. By no later than 5:00 pm (MDT) on Friday, July 18, 2014, IORL and the
Receiving Parties shall file written submissions with the Board on the recommended
process;
5. After submissions from IORL and the Receiving Parties on process, as referenced in
point #4, the Board will issue a further Direction on Procedure addressing the handling of
the Confidential Information for purposes of a Board decision and the process to
conclude this proceeding;
6. IORL and the Receiving Parties are directed to set out any concerns with this procedural
direction in writing by no later than noon (MDT) on Friday June 6, 2014. Any such
concerns shall be filed with Mr. Tony Morris, Regulatory Specialist Sahtu Land and
Water Board.

Signed on behalf of the Board:

___________________________
Paul Dixon, Executive Director
June 5th, 2014.
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