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March 12, 2014             S13L1-007 
 
Mr. Peter Miller 
Senior Counsel 
Imperial Oil Resources Ltd. 
237 Fourth Ave. S.W. 
P.O. Box 2480, Station M 
Calgary, AB T2P 3M9  
 
Dear Mr. Miller: 
 
RE: Water Licence Renewal Application 
 
On March 7, 2014 the Sahtu Land and Water Board (the “Board”) postponed the pre-hearing 
conference scheduled for the captioned matter. On March 10th, the Board notified all parties 
that the hearing scheduled for April 2-3, 2014 was also postponed until further notice.  
 
The Board decided to take this action because its review of the record to date made it clear 
that Imperial Oil Resources Limited (IORL) has concerns about the Board’s jurisdiction to 
proceed with a licence which addresses closure and reclamation of IOL’s Norman Wells 
facility. Most recently, this position with respect to the Board’s jurisdiction was set out in the 
incomplete response to IR #4 forwarded to the Board on February 28th, 2014 (page 1 of 4). 
We had received indications that IORL and other parties were willing to participate in a 
“Closure and Reclamation Working Group”, but the Board is not able to set out the terms of 
reference for such a group while any jurisdictional questions remain unanswered. 
 
At this point the Board sees these jurisdictional questions as a legal issue which we suggest 
can be argued based on the materials already on the record and we do not consider it 
necessary to hear additional evidence to rule on this matter. Consequently, the Board 
proposes to proceed with the hearing of this issue in writing only. If you have cause to 
suggest another approach, please contact Board counsel to discuss procedure. 
 
As a result, IORL is instructed to prepare and file its position on the jurisdiction of the Board 
to address closure and reclamation of the IORL Norman Wells site and facilities. This 
submission should address the Board’s authority over waste management and spill 
contingencies as well.  The Board anticipates that any questions of jurisdiction or other legal 
concerns raised by IORL related to the Board’s application of law or its policies or guidelines 
in the context of the current IORL licence application will be addressed in your submission.  
 
Failure to present a complete argument to the Board on the matters set out above may result 
in further delays.  Please refer to the Board’s Rules of Procedure if there are any questions 
about the approach to be taken.  
 

 

http://www.slwb.com/


The IORL submissions should be received by the Board by the end of business March 28th, 
2014. Other parties will be given the opportunity to review and respond with argument 
thereafter. The Board will rule on the matters raised in your submissions in due course, after 
IORL reply is received. 
 
You may anticipate a Board Direction with all dates set out and any further process 
instructions from the Board in the near future. 
 
Please feel free to contact me directly if you have any questions. 
 
 
 
Yours truly, 
 

 
 
 
Paul Dixon 
Executive Director 
SAHTU LAND AND WATER BOARD 
 
 
 
cc. IORL Norman Wells Distribution List 
 Mr. Scott Duke Justice Canada 
 Ms. Jana Shoemaker GNWT Justice 
 
 

 
 

 


