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1.0

INTRODUCTION

Imperial Oil Resources N.W.T. Limited (IOR) will apply to the Sahtu Land and Water Board for a
renewal of its water license application in 2013. As part of that application process, IOR has
undertaken to collect information from the residents of Norman Wells and Fort Good Hope
about their traditional knowledge and traditional use of the Mackenzie River between the two
communities.
IOR had collected, in the 1990s, information about the characteristics of the Mackenzie River,
the types of wildlife, the locations of fish resources, and the locations of cabins along the
Mackenzie River. This information was available on a 1:100,000 scale map dated 1993.
Records regarding the sources and methods of data collection for the 1993 map are not
available. IOR has used the information for emergency response measures planning.
In April 2013, IOR and AMEC Environment & Infrastructure conducted one-day workshops in
each of Norman Wells and Fort Good Hope with knowledgeable river users to verify the 1993
information and to update and enhance the information about the Mackenzie River on the
pre-existing map.

Fort Good Hope, 24 April 2013
This report consists of descriptions of the features of the Mackenzie River between the two
communities and resources along the Mackenzie River that are used by the community
members. Included in this report is a copy of the 1993 map with information collected in the
2013 workshops added in red. This report is based primarily on information that was gathered in
2013. When 1993 data from the original map is included in the text, it is specifically identified.
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Reference points have been added on the map to indicate 10 kilometre intervals along the river
starting in Norman Wells. These points are approximate only but are used as the basis for
kilometre point references in the report description. Locations on the Mackenzie River are noted
in the text by KM 30, for example.
The 1993 map included 29 points of “potential disturbance” and classified them as being of
primary or secondary concern. The term “potential disturbance’ is not defined on the 1993 map;
however, the identified sites contain resources that are used or observed during traditional land
use activities. These points are shown on the report map and are referenced in the text.
In this report, the Mackenzie River is referred to by its full name or by “the river”.
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2.0

METHODOLOGY

IOR scheduled the workshops in Norman Wells and Fort Good Hope through the Norman Wells
and the Fort Good Hope Renewable Resource Councils. The meetings were held in Fort Good
Hope on 24 April 2013 and in Norman Wells on 26 April 2013. The participants of the
workshops are listed in Appendix A.
The purpose of the workshop was explained to the participants by IOR and AMEC. In
recognition that the knowledge about the river and its use is the property of the knowledge
holders, a consent form describing how IOR would use the information and seeking permission
from the participants to use the data was read and distributed to the participants; each of the
participants signed the consent form. An example of the consent form is in Appendix B.
At each workshop, a general discussion was conducted about why the river is important to the
communities and about current river conditions. The discussion was then focused on the 1993
map, copies of which were on a table in front of the participants. The groups were asked to
verify the 1993 information and to provide additional information. Given the number of
participants, the discussion split into smaller discussion groups. Information provided by the
group was recorded in written notes and as notes directly on the map regarding information
about specific locations. The discussion was open but facilitated to include information about:
•

physical features of the river on the map including changes in islands and vegetation;

•

location of fish stocks, types of fish, changes in fish stocks over time;

•

location of moose and other large animals along the river;

•

location and types of migratory birds along the river;

•

presence and abundance of other animals along the river;

•

seasonal uses of the river and shore line resources;

•

locations of cabins and the names of the owners; and

•

locations of burial, cultural and spiritual sites.

Some minor modifications were made to the original map (e.g., island names, sandbar sizes)
but overall the 1993 information was left unchanged.
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Norman Wells, 26 April 2103
In May 2013, IOR conducted Community Open House meetings in each of the five Sahtu
communities. A draft version of the revised map was presented at the meetings for validation
and gathering of additional information. Comments received in those meetings were
incorporated into the map revision. The Community Open Hose meetings were held:
•

Monday, 6 May in Norman Wells at 7 PM,

•

Tuesday, 7 May in Fort Good Hope at 1:30 PM,

•

Wednesday, 8 May in Tulita at 1:30 PM,

•

Thursday, 9 May in Colville Lake at 2 PM, and

•

Friday, 10 May in Deline at 1:30 PM.
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3.0

SIGNIFICANCE OF THE MACKENZIE RIVER

The Mackenzie River forms a significant resource to the residents of Fort Good Hope and
Norman Wells and their way of life.
“The best place to live is by the [Mackenzie] river. We fish and trap. Our way of
life is because of life by the river. We get wood. Everything you need, you can
get from the river.” Ruby MacDonald, Norman Wells, 26 April 2013.
“We use the [Mackenzie] river every day. We drink the water, animals and fish
drink the water. We use all the creeks flowing into the river. We hunt rabbits year
round. We pick berries.” Dale Kochon, Norman Wells, 26 April 2013.
3.1

Access to Food and Water Supply

For both Norman Wells and Fort Good Hope, the Mackenzie River is the source of the
community water supply. It is also a major source of food for the residents of Fort Good Hope
and they hunt, fish and trap along the river. They harvest fish, moose, ducks, geese, rabbits and
berries for food. The food collected along the river is preferred to the food sold in the community
stores and use of the harvested food offsets the cost of buying food in the stores. The river is
also a transportation corridor to both the north and the south.
“We use the river to haul wood [for firewood], hunt, fish, camp and set fish nets
all along the river. We use the river for bird hunting; a lot of geese lay eggs on
the islands in the river Geese – Canada geese come back south in the fall. We
hunt on the islands; we always use the Mackenzie for food.” Wilfred Jackson,
Fort Good Hope, 24 April 2013.
3.2

Access and Transportation

The high level of use of the river is indicated by the number of cabins and fish camps owned by
Norman Wells and Fort Good Hope residents. Norman Wells resident camps are concentrated
up and downstream of Norman Wells. Fort Good Hope’s resident camps are both upstream
toward Norman Wells and downstream from the community to Little Chicago. Camp and cabin
locations are listed later in the report and marked on the report map. Because there are no all
weather roads in the Sahtu Settlement Area, travel on the river by boat, or in the winter by
snowmobile, is the only way to access the cabins and camps.
“Major changes in weather, ice going out earlier and freezing up later. The river is
a way of life. It’s our main transportation in the summer going south and north. It
is our main source of food. In the summer it is our transportation for hauling wood
and stockpiling it for the winter.” Joe Grandjambe, Fort Good Hope,
24 April 2013.
The Mackenzie River provides access to trails on the west side of the river. For example, at
Hume River, a trail begins that leads to Mayo, Yukon.
I:\IOL\OPS-SHE\ENV\Environment\Field Areas\Norman Wells\Water License Renewal\TEK Traditional Environmental Knowledge\TEK Report\fin rpt-ce04310-02jul13bvincent.docx
Page

5

Imperial Oil Resources N.W.T. Limited
Norman Wells Operations
Mackenzie River Traditional Knowledge and Use Study
July 2013

“The stores in Fort Good Hope do not have fresh food, fresh greens, fresh meat;
just pop, canned meat, juice. People in the community live off country food.
People also use a lot of wood for heating … collect the wood along the river.”
Lawrence Manuel, Fort Good Hope, 24 April 2013.
3.3

Harvesting Seasons

Traditionally, when families travelled on the land in the winter with sled dogs, Fort Good Hope
families would spend from 15 June through September fishing and making dry fish. In the fall
and winter, they would move inland for hunting and trapping. This practice changed in the 1980s
when the fur prices declined.
Currently, moose and rabbit hunting are done year-round along the river. The residents fish
when there is open water along the river (break-up to freeze-up).
In the spring, after break-up of the river ice, the spring hunt for geese is held, particularly on the
river islands. This spring hunt occurs from early May to Mothers’ Day.
The fall hunt lasts until Christmas.

Fort Good Hope, 24 April 2013
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4.0

PHYSICAL FEATURES OF THE MACKENZIE RIVER

The Mackenzie River between Norman Wells and Fort Good Hope varies in width from
500 metres in the Ramparts Canyon to five kilometres downstream of Norman Wells. There are
numerous islands in the river, some of which are exposed sand and gravel and others which are
covered with vegetation. The river is dynamic with many changes in islands and sandbars over
time and even annually. These features are illustrated on the report map.
The Mackenzie River was reported to not be a deep river with depths of 7 feet, 20 feet and
30 feet mentioned. At the foot of the Ramparts Rapids in 2012, a Fort Good Hope community
member measured a depth of 300 feet with a depth finder.
4.1

Islands and Sandbars

Norman Wells participants noted that sandbars in the river are getting larger. Sandbars are
accumulating on the IOR artificial islands and the islands are joining together. The sandbars
downstream of Goose Island (KM 10 to KM 30) change every year. The participants also noted
that although the sandbars are getting larger each year, a boat can get closer to the sandbars
because the sandbar banks are steeper.
Sandbars on the south side of Bear Island at Norman Wells (behind Bear Island when viewed
from Norman Wells) have been eroded due to the diversion of the main river flow into that
channel during spring break up. At break up, ice accumulates at the artificial islands in the main
channel forcing water and ice to flow in the channel on the south side of Bear Island. The
diverted flow has also eroded the south bank of the Mackenzie River in that location.
Norman Wells participants reported that between Artificial Island 5 and Norman Wells, there is
something in the bottom of the river which has been identified by an IOR boat operator using a
depth finder. There was no explanation of what it could be.
The sandbars south of Rader Island (KM 10 to KM 15) are reported to move every year.
The Fort Good Hope workshop participants noted that over time, the river has become wider
and shallower. The number and locations of sandbars in the river are changing unpredictably;
the number of sandbars observed was highest in 2012. The participants modified the size of
some of the islands on the report map. These include:
•

sandbar east of Stanley Island (KM 50) has become smaller and more gravelly;

•

Axel Island (KM 108) has become more exposed on the downstream end;

•

sandbar at about KM 160 has shown a notable increase in size; and

•

sandbar downstream from Spruce Island (KM 180) has extended downstream and
barges have to go on the east side.

Some sandbars previously identified as being without vegetation are now covered with willows.
This includes those sandbars at Hardie Island (KM 135) and Hume Island (KM 168).
I:\IOL\OPS-SHE\ENV\Environment\Field Areas\Norman Wells\Water License Renewal\TEK Traditional Environmental Knowledge\TEK Report\fin rpt-ce04310-02jul13bvincent.docx
Page

7

Imperial Oil Resources N.W.T. Limited
Norman Wells Operations
Mackenzie River Traditional Knowledge and Use Study
July 2013

Fort Good Hope, 24 April 2013
The river adjacent to Stanley Island (KM 50) is narrow, fast and shallow.
The straight stretch of river parallel to Carcajou Ridge (KM 75 to KM 95) is known as Long
Reach or Twenty Mile Stretch. On the north side, there are steep banks and the Mackenzie
River is shallow with lots of rocks. On the south side of the river, there are willows and trees.
From Hardie Island to Hume River, the Mackenzie River is fast and shallow with a rocky bottom.
Barges have difficulty in this area.
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Fort Good Hope residents noted they had observed that the permafrost is melting in some areas
and the river bank is starting to slide in places.
Erosion has occurred along the river banks. There has been major slumping on the south side
of the river at Bear Island. Slumping occurs wherever there has been a fire.
“When young and on the river, we followed the boat channel and the channel
hardly ever changed. Now there are sandbars in unusual places...Sandbars are
driving us crazy.” Thomas Manuel, Fort Good Hope, 24 April 2013.
From the Carcajou River downstream to Hume River, there was a forest fire on both sides of the
river in the 1960s.
4.2

Freeze-up

The Mackenzie River freezes in October or November depending on the air temperature.
Freeze-up begins with ice flowing down river and, over three weeks to a month, it freezes
completely. If there is no snow, the river freezes quicker. In 2012, Fort Good Hope residents
were able to cross the river five days after it froze. In Norman Wells, residents crossed the river
one day after it froze in 2012. Before regularly crossing the river ice each year, the residents
first walk the frozen river before driving on it. They observed that the rough parts of the ice are
thicker and the smooth parts are thinner and they don’t trust it.
Some of the islands are high enough so that they are not covered with ice. These are islands
that are marked as covered with trees and include:
•

Hardie Island;

•

Dummit Island; and

•

Axel Island.

4.3

Break-up

At Norman Wells, break-up is as early as 2 May and as late as 15 May. Within the lifetimes of
the participants, breakup has become less predictable. Water used to come up to a certain level
and the ice would release. Water is not reaching as high a level and the river does not have the
same power to push the ice during break-up.
Norman Wells residents have cabins upstream at Six Mile Island and Eight Mile Island and are
concerned about possible flooding during the spring flood.
The IOR artificial islands have changed the flow in the river. Islands 1 and 2 are in the main
channel. Islands 5 and 6 have joined, as have Islands 3 and 4. The river flow is between Rader
and Bear Islands.
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The artificial islands have caused ice to stay on the Norman Wells side of the river into June and
past the spring break-up of early May.
The accumulations of ice around the artificial islands causes the water flow and ice to be
diverted away from the main channel on the north side of the river to the south side and around
Bear Island. The channel on the south side of Bear Island was small and shallow. The diverted
flow has eroded the sandbars and the river bank in that channel. Ice builds up behind Goose
and Bear Islands during break-up.

Norman Wells, 26 April 2013
Norman Wells residents are concerned about how the breakup will occur in 2013. For the first
time, there are ice roads crossing the Mackenzie River in the stretch between Tulita and
Norman Wells. There is a concern that ice may accumulate upstream of those ice roads and
back up the water flow.
Break-up of the river ice at Fort Good Hope is typically about 10 or 11 May. It could be as late
as 20 May. Over the last 20 years, there has been a major change in the timing of spring
break-up. Historically, it has occurred in June but has moved to early May. The change in
break-up has caused changes in how the residents live off the land.
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On the straight stretch of river parallel to Carcajou Ridge (KM 84), ice can be present on the
south side of the river until July.
Each year, after break-up, the river water levels rise and water floods the islands in the river.
The residents have no way to predict how high the water will rise. In the spring, creeks can turn
into rivers until runoff is finished. The annual flooding can affect the vegetation on the islands
and animals that eat the vegetation. After a flood, the sandbars have collapsed banks.
“When the water floods the islands, the willows grow and then the moose eat the
willows.” Lawrence Manuel, Fort Good Hope, 24 April 2013.
In 2005, the lower part of the Fort Good Hope community was flooded when ice blocked the
mouth of Jackfish Creek. In 2010, ice built up in the vicinity of Little Chicago and flooded three
cabins.
4.4

Reports of Natural Seeps and Hydrocarbons

Natural hydrocarbon seeps are regularly observed in Norman Wells in the vicinity of the docks;
oil can be seen on the surface when boats stir up the sediments. The Norman Wells town water
intake is right above a natural seep.
Hydrocarbon colours have been observed in the eddy on the north end of Canol Island (Mac
Island on the map). Oil was reported near Todd McAuley’s cabin in 2012.
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5.0

BIOLOGICAL AND CULTURAL RESOURCES ALONG THE MACKENZIE RIVER

The biological resources are abundant along the river and are a significant food source for the
residents of the two communities. Residents noted that the islands are where moose live,
rabbits feed and geese and seagulls lay eggs. Moose and rabbits are found all along the river
banks.
5.1

Fish

The data mapped in 1993 show a wide distribution of fish in the Mackenzie River between
Norman Wells and Fort Good Hope. Most mapped fish locations are eddies or among the
sandbars and islands in the river.
Norman Wells residents place nets in back eddies along the river. Net locations were noted to
be downstream of Six Mile Island on the south side of the river and on the north side of the river
at about KM 25. Nets are used for fishing in the Mackenzie River because it is so silty. Rods are
used in the tributary creeks.
The number of varieties of fish at Norman Wells has declined and only coneys were found there
in 2012.
Norman Wells residents reported that there have been problems with the loche which can be
indicative of the quality of the fish and the water. Their livers, normally large and pink, have
been small and dark.
In 1993, a year-round fish population in Bosworth Creek (1) was identified. Loon Creek (3) was
identified as a fall fish rearing site, Billy Creek (5) and Oscar Creek (3) as fish spawning and
rearing sites during open water, and Elliot Creek (8) as a fish rearing area during open water. A
fishing area was identified at location 6 at KM 25. A fish rearing site was also noted at Trapper
Creek (11) during open water. The information about these sites was not changed in 2013.
In 2013, Fort Good Hope participants reported abundant fish resources in the Mackenzie River
and in several of its tributaries. They report there are ‘lots of fish’ right after break-up. Fort Good
Hope residents set fish nets from the community downstream and upstream through the
Ramparts Canyon to the foot of Ramparts Rapids. The area from the foot of the Ramparts
Rapids to the Ramparts Canyon is a fish spawning area and was, historically, the site of
summer fish camps.
The types of fish found in the Mackenzie near Fort Good Hope include whitefish, salmon,
pickerel, pike, coney, and herring.
The fish migrate upstream, traditionally to the foot of the Ramparts Rapids. The same types of
fish are now found further upstream.
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The areas around the sandbars in the vicinity of Stanley Island, William Island and Patricia
Island (KM 45 to KM 60) are reported to have abundant fish stocks.
The Rabbitskin (Hare Indian) River was identified as having large populations of fish. It is
described as having sandy banks and there is a swimming location at the mouth of the river,
near Fort Good Hope.
The Mountain River was identified as a spawning site. It is reported to contain herring, pike,
pickerel, trout, dolly varden and grayling.
Snafu Creek contains jackfish.
In 1993, fish spawning and rearing sites were identified at the mouth of Carcajou River (14), the
mouth of Mountain River (15), the mouth of Donnelly River (19), Ramparts River (24), Ramparts
Rapids (25), Ramparts Canyon (26), Jackfish Creek (28), and Hare Indian (Rabbitskin) River
(29). Specific fishing areas that were identified in 1993 were Hume River (22), Tsintu River (23),
Ramparts Rapids, Ramparts Canyon, and Hare Indian (Rabbitskin) River. The 1993 information
about these locations was not changed in 2013.

Fort Good Hope, 24 April 2013
5.2

Moose

The 1993 data shows an abundance of moose along the river and that they are widespread
from Norman Wells to Fort Good Hope. They are found both on the large river islands and along
both sides of the river. Perry Island (10) was identified as a moose hunting area.
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Near Norman Wells, moose were reported in 1993 in the areas of Six Mile Island, Bear Island,
Rader Island, and Mac Island. Numerous occurrences were recorded on the islands and river
banks between KM 30 and KM 70, from KM 100 to KM 155, and on Hume Island and Spruce
Island.
In 2013, Norman Wells residents stated that moose are present along both sides of the river.
The moose are habituated to the oil production equipment on Goose Island and Bear Island and
are protected because predators will not come close to the equipment.
Moose hunting is done by Fort Good Hope residents year round. They stated that moose are
found all along the river, especially on the islands.
Hardie Island and the sandbars downstream to Hume Island were described as having willows
and lots of moose.
A good moose area is located along Long Reach or 20-Mile Stretch parallel to Carcajou Ridge
(KM 75 to KM 95). The north side of the river along that stretch has steep banks but the south
side of the river has more willows and trees.
The Carcajou River area is also used for hunting.
In 1993, moose and hunting locations were identified at Axel Island (13), Hardie Island (20), and
on unnamed islands (21) downstream of Hardie Island at KM 150.
South of Mountain River on the west side of the Mackenzie is an area with abundant moose and
porcupine and is known as Porcupine Hill.
When asked about the health of the moose, the residents responded that recently they have
seen white dots in the meat and lungs or that the lungs seem to stick to the ribs. This had not
been observed previously.
5.3

Birds

The Mackenzie River is a migratory path for birds, in particular geese. The geese nest on the
river islands as well as on the tributary rivers. Canada geese are harvested along the river;
snow geese, brown (wavys) geese, and laughing geese migrate through the area.
The types of ducks found in the area include mallards, mergansers, black (sea), and pintail.
The geese and mallard ducks arrive in the area in May at the time of river break-up. The black
ducks and pintail arrive after break-up. Bird migration south occurs in September. One resident
noted that black ducks are good in the fall.
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Norman Wells residents hunt geese from 10-Mile Island to Radar Island; they would travel up
river and float downstream. Ten Mile Island and Transmitter Island are major goose and duck
hunting areas in the spring. Goose Island was noted as a major waterfowl staging area although
the geese are not as abundant as they were in the past.
In 1993, Bear Island (2), Frenchy Island (2), and Goose Island (4) were noted as waterfowl
staging areas that were active from early May to break-up. Bear Island, Frenchy Island, and
Willard Island (9) were identified as waterfowl nesting areas. The 1993 information about these
locations was not changed in 2013.

Norman Wells, 26 April 2013
Seagulls nest on the river islands and the gulls’ eggs are harvested. This includes Transmitter
Island, the sandbar upstream of Perry Island (KM 40), and the sandbar upstream of Hume
Island (KM 160).
The 1993 data showed raptor nesting sites along Carcajou Ridge (KM 80 to KM 95) on East
Mountain above San Sault Rapids, Bat Hills (KM 120) and through the Ramparts Canyon
(KM 185 to KM 190). The 1993 information indicated these raptor nesting areas were used from
mid-April to late August. In 2013, participants commented on the presence of peregrine falcons
and an abundance of swallows in the cliffs along the Ramparts Canyon.
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An eagle nesting site was identified in the Ramparts Canyon on the west side of the river across
from Willow Point.
5.4

Furbearers

The 1993 mapped data showed the presence of beaver and beaver habitat at many locations
along the Mackenzie River. They were noted at Canyon Creek, Axel Island (KM 100), Hanna
Island and Dummit Island (KM 120), and Donnelly River, Hume River and Ramparts River.
These locations were not changed in 2013.
Norman Wells residents noted that beaver and muskrat are abundant; however, there is not a
lot of harvesting of those animals currently. One resident commented that her mother once
hunted muskrats in a lake where Norman Wells is now located.
Fort Good Hope residents reported that beaver, muskrats, and rabbits are found along the river
and on the islands. They did note that the numbers of beaver have increased while the
abundance and the size of the muskrats have deceased - “they fit in your pocket”
(Thomas Manuel, Fort Good Hope, 24 April 2013).
Within their trapping area, Fort Good Hope residents trap marten, mink, fox, and wolves (also
shot) and trap beaver and muskrats under ice.
On the north side of the river at San Sault Rapids, Fort Good Hope residents reported a story
about a lake with white beaver and that the beavers have holes under the rocks.
Rabbits were noted to be present on the river islands particularly at:
•

the sandbar on the south side of the Mackenzie River upstream from Ten Mile Island;
and

•

Axel Island.

5.5

Other Animals

Muskox were reported from two locations. One is east of Norman Wells and inland between
DOT Lake and Canyon Creek. Muskox are also found near the river south of Fort Good Hope;
they have river access in a hilly area spreading for four kilometres on either side of the Tsintu
River.
Bears are abundant along the river. They are mainly black bears with some grizzly bears
present particularly near the mouth of Mountain River.
Boreal caribou were reported to be present north of Norman Wells along Bosworth Creek.
Porcupine are abundant on Porcupine Hill south of Mountain River on the west bank of the
Mackenzie River.

I:\IOL\OPS-SHE\ENV\Environment\Field Areas\Norman Wells\Water License Renewal\TEK Traditional Environmental Knowledge\TEK Report\fin rpt-ce04310-02jul13bvincent.docx
Page

16

Imperial Oil Resources N.W.T. Limited
Norman Wells Operations
Mackenzie River Traditional Knowledge and Use Study
July 2013

Lynx have come across the Mackenzie and observed in Norman Wells since ConocoPhillips
established operations on the south side of the river in 2012.
5.6

Berries

Norman Wells residents noted there are good berries by the cemetery and the bank of the river
downstream from Norman Wells.
5.7

Cultural Sites and Practices

The significance of the river and the land and the river was shown by the statement that people
have to remember what the land was used for. The land, water and animals were given to
people to use. ‘The land was given to us by the Creator.’ (Ruby MacDonald, Norman Wells,
26 April 2013).
Fort Good Hope residents did not identify any specific cultural or spiritual sites that should be
avoided along the Mackenzie River.
There are a limited number of burial sites along the river as indicated on the report map. These
sites include:
•

two burial sites and a cemetery within the IOR leases at Norman Wells;

•

at the downstream end of Rader Island;

•

on the west side of the Mackenzie three to four kilometres upstream from the mouth of
Mountain River; there is a memorial there visible from the river and it dates from the
1960s;

•

along Donnelly River;

•

at Snafu Creek, where there are two burial sites; and

•

on the east side of the river, four kilometres upstream of Hume Island.
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Cemetery and Burial Sites, IOR Lease, Norman Wells
Spruce Island is also known as “Giant’s Boat” or “Giant’s Canoe”.
Until sometime in the 1970s, an image of the Virgin Mary could be seen in the rocks in the
Ramparts Canyon on the west side of the river. Missionary boats would stop at that site. The
image cannot be seen today.
On the east side of the river in the Ramparts Canyon at Willow Point, priests from Fort Good
Hope placed a carved wooden statue of the Virgin Mary. That statue is in place in 2013 and is
also known as “Our Lady of Mackenzie”.
Fort Good Hope residents show their respect for the water by providing gifts of tea, tobacco, or
matches and make a fire when they use the river. They have the young people make the
offering when they are on the river. The offerings are made anywhere including near the point
where the boats are kept at the mouth of Jackfish Creek at the south end of the community
(Michel Lafferty, Fort Good Hope, 24 April 2013).
5.8

Wood

Residents of both Norman Wells and Fort Good Hope collect dry wood along the river for use as
firewood. This source of wood offsets the cost of heating homes by oil.
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6.0

CABINS AND CAMPS

Residents of Norman Wells and Fort Good Hope have cabins over the full extent of the
Mackenzie River from upstream of Norman Wells to downstream of Fort Good Hope. The
cabins downstream of Fort Good Hope extend as far as Little Chicago; however, the report map
does not extend that far downstream.
Upstream of Norman Wells, cabins and camps are located at:
•

Ten Mile Island – six cabins: Hodgson Family, Lorel MacDonald;

•

Six Mile Island – four cabins: MacDonald Family;

•

Canyon Creek: Roger Osgaard;

•

North shore of Mackenzie upstream of DOT Lake – six cabins:

•



Glenda LeBeau;



Glenda Lennie;



Edward Oudzi;



Larry Tourangeau;



Dennis Jackson; and



Harris Family.

Stewart (Sucker) Creek – three cabins: Ethel Blondin-Andrews, Johnny MacDonald.

Downstream and within the Tulita District, cabins and camps are located at:
•

KM 6 – north side of river, burned: Joe Dillon;

•

Ray Creek – abandoned;

•

Billy Creek: Billy Small;

•

KM 25 – north side of river: Shirley Harley;

•

KM 31 – south side of river: Stuart Pope;

•

Oscar Creek: Wilfred MacDonald;

•

KM 55 – north side of river: Todd McAuley;

•

KM 57 – Perry Island: Norman Hodgson;

•

KM 60 - Patricia Island: Dennis Jackson; and

•

KM 62 – north side of river: Andrew Lacau.
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Fort Good Hope, 24 April 2013
In the K’ahsho Got’ine District, camps and cabins are located along the Mackenzie River at:
•

unnamed island west of Axel Island: Michael Jackson;

•

San Sault Rapids, north side of Mackenzie River;

•

mouth of Mountain River:


Shirley Harley;



George Deybone;



George Barnaby; and



John Louison.

•

Dummit Island: Wilfred Jackson;

•

KM 128 – south side of river;

•

KM 129 – north side of river: abandoned;

•

KM 131 – Donnelly River: Joshua Manuel;

•

Snafu River: Joe Turo;

•

KM 159 – north side of river: Albert Lafferty;

•

KM 161 – Hume River: Charlie Barnaby, Julian Taureau;
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•

KM 175 – across from Spruce Island on the east side of the Mackenzie River:
Henry Tobac;

•

KM 182 – west side of the river at Ramparts Rapids: Benny Erutse, John Tselie; and

•

KM 195 – west side of the Mackenzie River: Frank Pierott.

In addition, it was noted that Mountain people used the Tsintu River as a campsite.

I:\IOL\OPS-SHE\ENV\Environment\Field Areas\Norman Wells\Water License Renewal\TEK Traditional Environmental Knowledge\TEK Report\fin rpt-ce04310-02jul13bvincent.docx
Page

21

Imperial Oil Resources N.W.T. Limited
Norman Wells Operations
Mackenzie River Traditional Knowledge and Use Study
July 2013

7.0

RIVER ACCESS

River access is available from the north or east sides of the Mackenzie River at:
•

Norman Wells town site;

•

KM 30;

•

KM 149 Snafu River; and

•

KM 159.

River access is available from the south or west sides of the Mackenzie River at:
•

KM 5, between Transmitter Island and Bear Island;

•

KM 4, between Bear Island and Goose Island;

•

KM 30;

•

KM 83 cutline;

•

KM 97 cutline;

•

KM 113 cutline; and

•

KM 162 Hume River.

Cutlines at Hume River on the west side of the Mackenzie River are the beginning of a trail to
Mayo, Yukon.
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8.0

COMMUNITY MEMBERS CONCERNS

During the workshops, participants mentioned several concerns about the industrial activity
along the river and the potential consequences to the natural resources there.
Norman Wells participants have concerns that problems in fish may be caused by the oil and
gas industry. They want more information about what is going into IOR disposal wells and about
the ongoing petroleum exploration in the Sahtu. They also expressed a desire for more
information about any past IOR spills and spill responses.
Fort Good Hope residents have concerns about the quality of the water in the Mackenzie River
because it is the source of the community drinking water and because fish and wildlife from
along the river form a large part of their food source. They attribute the occurrence of cancers in
Fort Good Hope on the quality of the Mackenzie River. The residents want more monitoring
about water quality, IOR Norman Wells operations, and the exploration and potential
development of oil and gas by other companies in the Sahtu. They also want IOR involvement
in water quality monitoring; In addition, they want more information about Enbridge and the
pipeline leaks it has experienced.
Other concerns stated were:
•

problems in fish are caused by the oil industry;

•

don’t know what is going on during current exploration by the oil and gas industry;

•

there is a lack of transparency from the oil and gas industry;

•

between IOR Artificial Island 5 and Norman Wells, there is something in the bottom of
the river which has been identified by an IOR boat operator using a depth finder but no
explanation of what it could be;

•

traces of uranium six to 12 inches below the surface in a gray matter near Bosworth
Creek;

•

reports of explosives buried at Seepage Lake;

•

an original IOR sump site is near the school/ball field;

•

people don’t respect the land; oil and gas people don’t listen;

•

request that IOR take aboriginal workers to spill sites because they know the river and
so they can monitor the spills; and

•

belief that IOR is hiding information about spills.
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9.0

CLOSING

IOR expressed their appreciation for the information provided by the participants in the
workshops and the time the residents took to share their knowledge.
Where concerns related to the IOR operations, IOR will consider those concerns and discuss
then in the water license renewal application.
The information that was gathered in the workshops will be used by IOR in its water license
renewal application and, more specifically, in spill contingency response plans, emergency
response plans, and in future project planning.
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Fort Good Hope, 24 April 2013 Workshop Participants
Fort Good Hope Renewable Resource Council: Joe Grandjambe, Thomas Manuel,
Harry Harris, Michel Lafferty, Frank Pierrot, John Cotchilly, Enos Elton, Edward Kelly,
Lawrence Manuel, Wilfred Jackson
Imperial Oil: Nikole Andres, Helga Shield, Ron Tourigny, Shirley Harley
Sahtu Renewable Resources Board: Joe Hanlon
Sahtu Land and Water Board: Tony Morris
Facilitator: Bruce Vincent, AMEC Environment & Infrastructure
Translator: Lucy Jackson
Observers: Clayton Lafferty, Danny Erutse, Barthy Cotchilly

Norman Wells, 26 April 2013 Workshop Participants
Norman Wells Renewable Resource Council: Norman Hodgson, Ruby MacDonald,
Roger Odgaard, Dale Kochon, Dennis Jackson
Imperial Oil: Nikole Andres, Helga Shield, Ron Tourigny, Shirley Harley, Jennifer Puskar
Sahtu Renewable Resources Board: Joe Hanlon
Facilitator: Bruce Vincent, AMEC Environment & Infrastructure
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CONSENT FORM
Imperial Oil Resources will be applying to the Sahtu Land and Water Board for renewal of its
Water License in 2013. Imperial Oil Resources is asking elders, harvesters and land users in
Norman Wells and Fort Good Hope to share their knowledge and experience about areas along
the Mackenzie River between the two communities. Imperial Oil Resources will use that
information in its water license renewal application to demonstrate its understanding of the
Mackenzie River downstream of its operations in Norman Wells and in its Emergency Response
Plan.
Imperial Oil Resources acknowledges that people and communities own their traditional
knowledge and information about their traditional use of the land and the Mackenzie River.
Imperial Oil Resources is asking for permission to use the collected information in its water
license renewal application and in its Emergency Response Plan.
I, ___________________________________, on this day, ________________________, give
permission for Imperial Oil Resources to interview me for the Mackenzie River Traditional
Knowledge and Use Study. By signing below, I agree that:
•

I understand the reasons for the interview and how the information will be used;

•

the information I provide will be written down and placed on maps;

•

the information I provide may be recorded;

•

my statements can be used in the study reports;

•

my name can be identified in the report and in connection to the information I provide;

•

I can choose to not answer questions that are asked and that I may end the interview at
any time. Any information provided before the end of the interview may still be used for
the study;

•

my picture may be taken during the interview and may be used in the study report; and

•

Imperial Oil Resources may use the information that I provide in the Mackenzie River
Traditional Knowledge and Use Study in its water license renewal application and in its
Emergency Response Plan.

Signature

Witness
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RIVER FREEZE-UP

RIVER BREAKUP

FALL HUNT

SPRING HUNT
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MOOSE AND RABBIT HUNTING

FISHING

BIRD MIGRATION

RAPTOR NESTING
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