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Appendix D
Letters of Support

P.O. Box 69, Norman Wells, NT XOE OVO

Phone: (867) 587-2455 Fax: (867) 587-2545
E-mail: coo@nwlc.ca

November 27, 2018
Sonya Saunders, Director
Department of Infrastructure
Government of the Northwest Territories

Yellowknife, NT

X1A 2L9

RE: Norman Wells Land Corporation Letter of Support of Continuation of Canyon

Creek Road South
Norman Wells Land Corporation's mission statement is to achieve social and economic
self-sufficiency for the participants of the Sahtu Dene and Metis Comprehensive Land
Claim Agreement-through strong self-governance, fair access and benefit agreements/
good long-term financial management and sound investment in local infrastructure.
As such, on behalf of the Norman Wells Land Corporation ("NWLC"), I write to support
all infrastructure development in the Sahtu Region, more specifically-the continuation
in the construction of the Mackenzie Valley Highway.
Therefore, NWLC would like to convey to the Department of Infrastructure of the NWT
that it is essential that we move forward with extending the Canyon Creek access road
south to maintain momentum and ensuring that Aboriginal-owned businesses are able
to maximize utilization of the workforce and equipment in the Sahtu Region, which is
also on par with both the spirit and intent of the resolution made at the 2018 Annual
General Meeting ofSahtu Secretariat Incorporated for Economic Development
Activities.
For these reasons we cannot say "no" to proposed work in our Sahtu region, and we
cannot say"no"to proposed work in Norman Wells Area in particular any development
pertaining to the continuation of Mackenzie Valley Highway.

Yours Sim
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Executive Committee of Norman Wells Land Corporation

March 26th, 2019
Honourable Wally Schumann
Minister of Infrastructure
Government of the Northwest Territories
Yellowknife, NT
Dear Minister Schumann;
Re: Mackenzie Valley Highway – Canyon Creek Extension
I am writing on behalf of the Sahtu Secretariat, Inc (SSI) to confirm our commitment to work
with your office in support of the construction of the proposed Mackenzie Valley Highway.
At SSI’s March 22nd meeting, the following resolution was adopted by the Board:
Whereas there are needs and desires for the Sahtu and its communities to continue to
focus on economic development activities in areas such as infrastructure and exploration,
while recognizing there is a need to protect our land and water;
Whereas there should be opportunities for Sahtu communities to provide meaningful
input and participation to ensure proactive resolutions to any potential issues that impact
them;
And whereas it is important for all Sahtu communities to provide support to each other
so all can prosper and benefit for economic opportunities;
Therefore, be it resolved that The Sahtu Secretariat Incorporated will honour its
Economic Development Activities resolution that were unanimously passed by all seven (7)
land corporation’s representatives at its 2018 Annual General Meeting and will support the
continuation of the access road construction from Canyon Creek to Prohibition Creek
segment and write a letter to the INF Minister stating our support.
We also look forward to working with your department on the Bear River Bridge project and
as partners in the environmental review and regulatory processes required for the next stage
of Mackenzie Valley Highway.

July 12, 2020
Honourable Katrina Nokleby
Minister, Department of Infrastructure
Government of the Northwest Territories
Box 1320
Yellowknife, NT X0E 0T0
Dear Minister Nokleby;
Re: Mackenzie Valley Highway

I am writing in my capacity as chair of the Sahtu Secretariat, Inc (SSI) to express SSI’s
continuing support for the completion of the Mackenzie Valley Highway.
SSI has long been a vocal proponent of the highway, working with the Government of the
Northwest Territories and the Federal government to advance this project for the benefit of the
Northwest Territories in general and the Sahtu Region in particular.
During our July 3rd Board meeting, Board members reiterated their support for the highway and
unanimously passed a resolution to that effect.
SSI looks forward to working with your Department on the Prohibition Creek access road, the
Great Bear River Bridge and the completion of the Mackenzie Valley highway over the next few
years.
Yours respectfully,

Charles McNeely
Chair, SSI
cc SSI Board

Ayoni Keh Land Corporation – Deline Gotine Government – Norman Wells Land Corporation – Fort Norman Métis Local #60
Land Corporation – Tulit’a Land Corporation – Yamoga Land Corporation – Fort Good Hope Métis Local #54 Land Corporation.

Representatives from SSI are meeting with Department of Infrastructure staff to develop a
draft memorandum of understanding for review by the SSI Board and we expect this work to
be complete in time for the planned April 10th GNWT-SSI meeting in Norman Wells.
The completion of the Mackenzie Valley Highway will open the Sahtu to economic, social and
cultural benefits for the benefit of all our residents.
Yours very truly,

Charles McNeely, SSI Chairperson
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