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Johnny Edwards 
Gwich’in Land and Water Board 
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Inuvik NT X0E 0T0 
Via email:  J_Edwards@glwb.com 
 
July 20, 2006 
 
Dear Johnny, 
 
 Re: G06N009 – Geological Survey of Canada – “Enhancement of Permafrost 
Monitoring Network and Collection of Baseline Terrain Information in Mackenzie 
Valley Corridor” 
 
We have reviewed the above permit application against our heritage database, and have 
noted the following heritage concerns.  An Aurora Research Licence application for this 
project was already reviewed by the GSCI in a letter dated May 29, 2006.  Relevant 
portions of this letter are copied below. 
 
Norris Creek 
 
The Norris Creek site is just within the valley called Nihtak (“a divide”) in Gwich’in.  
Recorded in 1994 by the GSCI, this name refers to a valley that may have at one time 
been a channel of the Mackenzie River and which now divides the Campbell Lake 
watershed basin from the Sitidgi Lake basin.  Major winter and summer traditional trails 
ran between Campbell and Sitidgi Lakes. The summer trail had one portage while the 
winter trail had two portages. Large boats were 'tracked' (pulled with ropes by walking 
along the shores, occasionally with the assistance from trained pack dogs) by both 
Gwich'in and Inuvialuit.  There are many little lakes in the area that are good for beaver 
and muskrat.  It is known to have overflow in the winter.    
 
The nearest recorded trail is about two kilometers to the south of the testing location.   
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Campbell Lake 
 
The Mackenzie Delta Beaufort Sea land use planning research identified that the region 
around this testing area is seasonal swan habitat, and is known to be a denning region for 
black and grizzly bears.  The region is used for caribou harvesting in fall, winter, and 
spring.  Moose are hunted in the area as well.   
 
There are several trails in the vicinity recorded by the Dene Mapping Project in the 1970s 
and 1980s.  The testing area is about 500 meters south of a traditional trail used by 
Tsiigehtchic elder Clara Norman and about the same distance north of a trail used by 
Tsiigehtchic elder William Norman.  Edward Coyen used a nearby trail to hunt big game, 
including barren ground caribou. 
 
North Caribou 
 
Gabe Andre noted that this area is “Mossy country so good for yellowberries, nakal, if 
it’s swampy then there’s lots of muskeg tea, and blueberries.”  Additionally, the 
Mackenzie Delta Beaufort Sea land use planning research identified that the region 
around this testing area is good for trapping fox, marten, and wolverine.  It is summer and 
fall habitat for black bears.  The region is used for caribou harvesting in fall, winter, and 
spring.  Moose are hunted in the area as well. 
 
The test site is about four kilometers west of a large hill used historically to scope for 
caribou, called Oo'in, which translates as look-out site.   
 
Thunder River Airstrip 
 
There is one Dene Mapping Project trail near the “Thunder River Airstrip” point.  Noel 
Andre used the area for moose, beaver and muskrat, and his trail is about 1.5 km from the 
test site.  It was a traditional winter trail, traveled using dog sled and snowshoes.  Trails 
head up the nearby Thunder River (Vįhtr’įį tshik, meaning flint river or creek) and were 
used by Gwich’in and Slavey people to access trapping and hunting grounds.  According 
to Gabe Andre, "The reason they call it Vįhtr’įį, that's where they used to get their flints."  
(Gwichya Gwich’in Place Names Project 1992, GSCI).  Thunder River and Mackenzie 
River were both used as traditional travel routes.  Both are three or four kilometers from 
this test site.   
 
The Mackenzie Delta Beaufort Sea land use planning research and GSCI oral history 
identify the area as a large game hunting region.  Black bear were harvested in the spring, 
summer and fall and caribou in all seasons.  Moose can also be harvested in the area.   
 
Recommendations 
 
Named places and heritage remains such as archaeological sites or evidence of traditional 
use must be protected; and the researchers must ensure that ground-disturbing activities 
do not damage remains or the integrity of any named place.  Researchers must leave no 
sign that they were there.   
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The ground-altering activities planned during the proposed permafrost monitoring station 
set-up will probably not impact trails or named places recorded in the area, but the 
presence of the trails within close proximity means that the possibility exists that 
archaeological remains or evidence of traditional use (such as blazed trees, cuttings, axe-
cut stumps, cabin remains, etc) may be encountered.   
 
We recommend therefore that an archaeological assistant from the GSCI or trained local 
community member visit the site with the project before ground-altering activities 
commence.  This could be the environmental monitor, if they have experience working 
with archaeologists or are familiar with physical cultural remains in the areas being 
visited.  The GSCI requests that a report be filed with them of any cultural or traditional 
use remains, such as blazed or tied trees, axe-cut stumps or other cuttings, cleared areas 
from previous camps, cabins, or other evidence be recorded with a location using GPS, a 
short description, and photographs; time permitting.  As with any application, if 
archaeological or heritage materials are encountered during the development, all work 
must cease immediately as required by law, and the GSCI and the Prince of Wales 
Northern Heritage Centre in Yellowknife must then be contacted.   
 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Kristi Benson 
Researcher, GSCI 
 
c.c.  Sharon Snowshoe, GSCI  
 Tom Andrews, PWNHC 
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