
1 
 

 

Gwichya Gwich’in Council 
Box 58,  

Tsiigehtchic, NT  X0E 0B0 

 

    
 
November 17, 2015 

Ms. Alexsandra MacDonald 
Land and Water Technician 
Gwich’in Land and Water Board 
P.O. Box 2018 
Inuvik, NT X0E 0T0 
 
 
Dear Ms. Macdonald: 
 
RE: Government of the Northwest Territories, Department of Transportation – Water Licence G99L8 -
002 Renewal Application – Mackenzie and Arctic Red River Ferry Landings 
 
The Gwichya Gwich’in Council has reviewed the Department of Transportation-Water License G99L8-
002 Renewal Application – Mackenzie and Arctic Red River Ferry Landings. On behalf of the Gwichya 
Gwich’in Participants resident and visiting to carry out seasonal on the land activities in and around the 
community of Tsiigehtchic, we are not in support of the 25 year renewal application. The Council and 
Gwichya Gwich’in people of Tsiigehtchic depend on the Traditional Fishing activities on a yearly basis for 
approximately six months of the year, they all have so many concerns. These concerns have come up 
over and over since the ferry has been in operation.  
 
The first point I will draw your attention to is the fact that there are two ferry landings and one ferry 

approach to launch and pull up the ferry during the off season on the Inuvik-Mackenzie River side. One 

ferry landing on the Fort McPherson-Mackenzie River side and one ferry landing on the Tsiigehtchic-

Mackenzie River side. This is very important information to address in the license as each one must be 

described individually for its sole purpose, during what times of the season and the reasons for their 

use. The Spill Contingency Plans must refer to each one the measures that will be taken, some measures 

apply to all three, but there may a different way to deal with a spill on the ferry when it is parked in the 

yard as opposed to when the spill happens on the water. 

Some examples of concerns that may or may not have been cited in the LAMP or other surveys going 

back to 2002-2003 or to other studies conducted earlier, helps to paint a clearer picture of the effects 

that impede the traditional Gwichya Gwich’in harvesting rights.  
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  One huge concern noticeable to local travelers around the landings and downstream of the 
landings, is the silt from the gravel that is changing the fishing eddies, especially downstream of 
each ferry landing, in this case, there are four landings to consider; two landings on the Inuvik – 
Mackenzie River side, on the Fort McPherson-Mackenzie River side and one on the Tsiigehtchic-
Mackenzie River side.  

 The silt is building up in the bay off the Ft. McPherson landing which causes a huge sand bar to 
form in the area where people traditionally set up fish camps to set nets for the fishing season. 
The result is that people cannot set up their camps in the bay today as the shoreline is too far 
out to dock their boats and haul their fish manually to the camp to process.  

 At the point off the Mackenzie River landing, silt washing down from the landing is causing a 
sandbar to protrude further and further into the deeper section of the Mackenzie River, causing 
boat travelers to stay in the middle of the river rather than close to shore which is dangerous in 
rough waters.  

 On the Arctic Red River and Tsiigehtchic side, the landing is protruding sideways towards the 
point, this area is usually where people set their nets from June to November. The space to set 
nets only makes room for at least three nets where in earlier years the space was able to 
accommodate more nets. This landing is unnecessarily long and the depth off the side is very 
deep.  

 My understanding from elders in the community regarding use of only gravel when 
reconstructing each landing is not the best way to make the landings, although the Dept. of 
Transportation is reclaiming as much gravel as they can, there is still a flow of granular material 
downstream off the landings. Their view is that the shale can be set in place in large chunks that 
are solid and does not wash away then the shale can be topped with gravel. 

 In the Aquatic Study, 2002-03, Billy Cardinal, an elder who passed away a few years ago,  
mentioned that the backhoe could sit on the ferry to extract the gravel for storage so that the 
landing would be a short one straight out from the shoreline.  

 There needs to be a Lessons Learned section of the Department of Transportation Water License 
to compare their projected Spill Contingency Plans to measure how they actually did remediate 
the incidents that were reported.   

 Revisit the options most viable for consideration to move to an environmentally safer RAMP 
MODEL that will seriously be accepted as an alternative to using gravel. To the Gwichya Gwich’in 
point of view, the investment would give the people peace of mind and possible support for a 
longer length of the License with certain measuring steps that outweigh the cost.   
 

These are some views that are to be considered for remediation measures on each landing. There is so 
much to say about the license because I understand that the Water License is only for the landings. Then 
how do we look at the Water issues separately from the land issues as they both have concerns that 
intertwine together.   

Here is the Motion made at the Gwichya Gwch’in Council meeting on November 13, 2015: 

Mackenzie River and Arctic Red River Ferry Landings: Dept. of Transportation - Water  License Renewal  

Application, Type B 

Motion# 121-11-15 That the Gwichya Gwich’in Council-DGO does not support the Dept. of Transportation - 

Water License Renewal Application – G99L8-002 extention for 25 years.  

The following conditions are requested for consideration by the Gwich’in Land and Water Board as our 

formal response : 
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 Mackenzie River and Arctic Red River Ferry Landings: Water License Renewal Application – 
G99L8-002, remain for 5 years  

 Gwich’in Land and Water Board request a Public Hearing in Tsiigehtchic for the Mackenzie River 
and Arctc Red River Ferry Landings 

 Dept. of Transportation incorporate short and long term solutions to forseeable problems as 
different conditions arise in a season 

 Dept. of Transportation meet and consutt with Tsiigehtchic, Gwichya Gwich’in Council -DGO and 
the Renewable Resources Council each season; in the Spring and in the Fall to review the 
seasons success and concerns as a team approach to share Traditional Knowledge on the 
Depts.report. 

 Gwich’in Tribal Council, Lands Dept. and other stakeholders agree to seek funding to conduct an 
independent 5 year study to address long standing issues and current 
and ongoing concerns; Aquatic and Cumulative Effects on Fish & habitat, water-monitoring-quality 

& quantity,Traditional Knowledge, environmental monitoring & contaminants of the whole area; the 

water, ferry landings and its approach, gravel reclamation and suitable ferry approach alternatives 

to the present gravel model for discussion and decision 

 The study will result in recommendations presented to the Dept. of Transportation for action 

 If the Recommendations fall outside the scope of DOT’s Water License, 2015 – 2020, the results of 
the study will addressed to the appropriate Government Depts. for action. 
 Moved By: Russell Andre    Seconded by: Peter Ross 

Motion Carried 

 

The local Gwichya Gwich’in Renewable Resources Council was not able to meet in time to meet the 
November 18, 20d15 deadline, as a result, I am expressing concerns on their behalf. Our Gwichya 
Gwich’in harvest fish for their subsistence living, an essential part of their diet from generations past. 

If you have any questions, you can reach me by e-mail @ ggcpresident @northwestel.net. 

Respectfully. 

 

Grace Blake 

President 

Gwichya Gwich’in Council &  

Gwichya Gwich’in Renewable Resources Council  
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