
 
   
August 28, 2017 
 

Re: GRRB comment_ G17Q007 – aggregate stockpile at km 66 
 

The staff of the GRRB have reviewed the applications for the stockpile operations at km 66 and offer the following 
comments and recommendations:  
 

• Proponent is reminded to adhere to the regulations concerning fish and wildlife according to the following 
Acts and legal documents: 

o Migratory Birds Convention Act 
o NWT Wildlife Act 
o Species at Risk Acts (federal and NWT) 
o Gwich’in Land Use Plan 
o Fisheries Act 

 

• The proponent shall ensure that any chemicals, fuel or wastes associated with the proposed project do not 
enter waters frequented by fish and to report all spills regardless of product and amount.  
 

• The proponent shall suspend activities temporarily if caribou, moose, sheep, grizzly bear and/or muskoxen 
are spotted within 500m of any work site and to resume once the animal(s) have left the area. 
 

• Species at Risk that may be encountered in these areas include the Peregrine Falcon (Falco peregrines 
anatum), Woodland Caribou (Boreal population_Rangifer tarandus caribou) and Bank Swallow (Riparia 
riparia). 
 

o Bank swallows, their nests, populations and individuals are protected under the Migratory Birds 
Convention Act, 1994:   

o Bank swallows have been assessed as ‘Threatened’ by COSEWIC, are being considered under the federal 
Species at Risk Act and the GRRB has approved this listing. They will likely be listed within the next 5 
years, within the length of this application. Thus, the proponent should, at minimum, incorporate 
recommendations made within the Migratory Birds Conventions Act guidance document for aggregate 
producers available on-line: 
https://www.ossga.com/multimedia/38/fs_bank_swallows-ossga.pdf 

o Bank swallows are known to nest in quarries and associated operations, including stockpiles. Therefore, 
GRRB staff recommend that aggregate pits should be examined for Bank Swallow colonies, stockpiling 
of materials prior to breeding season should be done (as recommended by the guidance document) and 
a Bank Swallow Contingency plan also be submitted.   

 

• GRRB staff recommend that a closure and reclamation plan for the quarry and stockpile site be submitted 
as a condition of the land use permit.  For more information check this link: 
https://mvlwb.com/resources/policy-and-guidelines 
 

 

If you have further questions concerning this application, please contact me by email: GRRBReviews@grrb.nt.ca or 
by phone at (867) 777-6600 ext 5   

 
 

Janet Boxwell 
Renewable Resources Manager  
Gwich'in Renewable Resources Board 

 

https://www.ossga.com/multimedia/38/fs_bank_swallows-ossga.pdf
https://mvlwb.com/resources/policy-and-guidelines
mailto:GRRBReviews@grrb.nt.ca
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  BANK SWALLOWS (Riparia riparia)  
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BANK SWALLOWS in Pits & Quarries 
Guidance for Aggregate Producers 

 
With habitats around the world, the bank swallow population in Canada is in decline, 
with an estimated drop of over 95 per cent since 1970 in Ontario alone. While the exact 
reason for this decline is unknown, loss of nesting sites and young broods as a result of 
habitat destruction/disturbance has been cited as a possible reason.  
 
BACKGROUND: 
The bank swallow (Riparia riparia), can nest in colonies from 3 to about 2,000 burrows and 
average about 70 burrows.  Sand and gravel pits often provide suitable habitats for bank 
swallow colonies and have become important nesting sites for this species.  

 
 

The bank swallow eats flying insects and spends the winter in South America. It returns to Canada between late April and May to 
breed.  Burrow numbers generally continue to increase until mid-to-late June and colonies often remain active until mid-August.  
 
 
BANK SWALLOWS IN PITS & QUARRIES 
• Bank swallows are attracted to pits and quarries.  They build 

nests in stockpiled product or banks and they prefer sand or 
silty sand.   

• Breeding season is early May to mid-August in southern 
Ontario and late-May to mid-August north of Sudbury.  

• Excavation or construction during the spring and summer can 
negatively affect bank swallows or their nesting sites 
(Environment Canada, 2011). 

• These birds will take advantage of stockpiled product and 
small banks up to large extraction faces offering suitable 
habitat within a pit, which has the potential to reduce 
operational access to these areas during the breeding season.  

 
YOUR LEGAL RESPONSIBILITY 
Bank swallows and their nests are protected under the federal Migratory Birds Convention Act, 1994.  It is an offence for anyone 
to kill, hunt, capture, injure, harass, take or disturb a migratory bird nest or eggs.  Offenders are liable to a fine or imprisonment.  
A review is currently underway to determine whether the bank swallow should be declared a species at risk in Ontario. 
 
WHAT YOU CAN DO 
• Pre-plan in March to early April (or mid-May north of Sudbury) by altering working faces and stockpiles to prevent 

harassment or harm to bank swallows. Manage these areas throughout the breeding season to make these potential nesting 
sites unattractive. See next page for details. 
 

• Provide alternate nesting sites in an inactive portion of your pit or quarry.  See next page for details.   
 

Photo: Mark Browning 
The nest is built at the end of a burrow dug mostly by male 
bank swallows into a vertical bank of sand or silt, or similar 
material.   
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HOW TO CREATE & PROTECT HABITAT  
 
DO set aside pre-existing suitable habitat or create new 
habitat in inactive area(s) of a pit or quarry before the 
breeding season begins by creating vertical faces of 70 
degrees or more in piles or banks. These areas should be 
off-limits to excavation for the duration of the breeding 
season from May - August.  Heavy machinery near colonies 
is likely to disturb the swallows and reduce nesting 
productivity.  
 
DO cordon off these areas and inform all pit employees of 
the location of the colony and to avoid disturbing the 
colony until further notice when bird colonies are 
established, or suitable faces are created. This will help 
conserve active colonies.  (Using sand piles, or pylons with 
or without police tape, are easy and effective ways to 
cordon off nesting sites.)  
 
HOW TO DISCOURAGE BANK SWALLOWS FROM 
NESTING 
 
DO discourage bank swallows from nesting in areas that 
will be excavated over the breeding season by contouring 
faces to have a less vertical slope (either by sloping off or 
piling material on the face to create a slope that is less than 
70°). Vertical faces located high up on a slope may have to 
be altered from above if possible, or extraction in these 
areas should be scheduled for after mid-August when the 
birds have left. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
            Photo: Charles M. Francis 

 
DO install bird deterrent devices before breeding season 
starts, such as plastic owls (Great Horned Owls), to 
discourage bank swallows from establishing a colony in 
suitable banks.  
 
DON’T use deterrent devices (e.g. plastic owl) once a 
colony has been established since this could interfere with 
 the bank swallow’s ongoing nesting activities. 
                          
OTHER GENERAL CONSIDERATIONS 
 
DO secure access to your stockpiled material throughout 
the season by ensuring no vertical faces remain in the 
stockpile.  (Slopes less than 70 degrees will prevent birds 
from nesting.) 
   
DO extract material ahead of the breeding season and 
create suitable habitat in the process by creating vertical 
faces greater than 70 degrees.  
 
DO devote a few minutes to removing vertical faces at 
the end of the work day so that bank swallows don’t begin 
to build in these faces overnight or over a weekend. 
 
DON’T operate heavy machinery or excavate material 
within 50 metres of a colony.  However, moving heavy 
equipment past a colony once is unlikely to cause any 
problems. 

 
 

 
                    Photo: Robert McCaw 

RESOURCES: 
 

Environment Canada. 2011.  Bank Swallow Know Your Legal Obligations (CW66-297/1-2011E-PDF).  Retrieved from 
 http://publications.gc.ca/collections/collection_2011/ec/CW66-297-1-2011-eng.pdf  
 

Quarry Products Association Northern Ireland.  Biodiversity Advice Notes Sand Martin Riparia riparia.  Retrieved from  
http://www.qpani.org/pdf/sandmartinadvicenotes.pdf 
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What you can do!
Every project owner, consultant 
and contractor must take care to 
protect migratory birds from harm 
on all excavation and construction 
projects.

 To reduce the risk of damaging 
or destroying a Bank Swallow 
nest, it is recommended that 
persons conducting work near 
exposed sand or soil banks 
avoid scheduling excavation or 
construction activities during 
the spring and summer nesting 
season. Nesting seasons vary by 
region and by species; for more 
information, please contact 
Environment Canada or visit  
www.ec.gc.ca/paom-itmb. 

Situation
Migratory birds and their nests, 
eggs or habitat could be affected 
by excavation or construction 
activities.

Excavation or construction during 
the spring and summer can 
inadvertently kill Bank Swallows 
or negatively impact their nesting 
success.

Bank Swallows are migratory birds 
and are protected under Canada’s 
Migratory Birds Convention Act, 
1994.

Bank Swallows nest in burrows 
dug into exposed sand or soil 
banks near ponds, rivers, oceans, 
sand pits and quarries, and some 
construction sites with the above 
features.

BANK SWALLOW  
(Riparia riparia)

KNOW YOUR LEGAL OBLIGATIONS
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You may also have obligations 
under the federal Species at Risk 
Act with regard to the protection 
of species at risk in Canada. 
Information is available on the 
public registry:  
www.sararegistry.gc.ca.

Other provincial, federal, or 
municipal legislation may also 
apply to the protection of wildlife 
species, including migratory birds. 
It is your responsibility to comply 
with all applicable legislation.

What is the law?
Migratory birds are protected by 
federal legislation.

It is an offence under the Migratory 
Birds Convention Act, 1994, for 
anyone to kill, hunt, capture, injure, 
harass, take or disturb a migratory 
bird or to damage, destroy, 
remove or disturb a migratory bird 
nest or eggs without a permit. 
Permits may only be granted 
for scientific purposes (scientific 
collection, education, salvage and 
rehabilitation), aviculture, taxidermy, 
damage or danger, airport safety, 
eiderdown collection and hunting.

Fines
Every person who commits an 
offence under the Migratory Birds 
Convention Act, 1994, is liable

• on conviction or indictment, 
to a fine of not more than 
$1,000,000 or to imprisonment 
for a term of not more than 
three years, or to both; and 

• on summary conviction, to a 
fine of not more than $300,000 
or to imprisonment for a term 
of not more than six months, 
or to both.

FOR MORE INFORMATION

www.ec.gc.ca/paom-itmb
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Additional information can be obtained at:

Environment Canada
Inquiry Centre
10 Wellington Street, 23rd Floor
Gatineau QC  K1A 0H3
Telephone: 1-800-668-6767 (in Canada only)  
or 819-997-2800
Fax: 819-994-1412
TTY: 819-994-0736
Email: enviroinfo@ec.gc.ca
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