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March 20, 2017 
 
Dear AlecSandra, 
 

Re: G17X001, G17X002, G17X003, and G17X004 ITI Campground upgrades 
 
We have reviewed the above application, and have the following issues and concerns. 
 
All sites: It is unclear if the gravel sources to be used will include opening new areas of 
any pit. If previously undisturbed ground will be impacted during gravel extraction and 
an archaeological assessment has not been conducted, the territorial archaeology office 
must be notified.  
 
G17X001 
 
This campground name has a spelling issue. In 2012, the Gwich’in Social and Cultural 
Institute (now Department of Cultural Heritage) conducted comprehensive place names 
workshop with Elders from all communities, and finalized the names and spellings of 
places across the Gwich’in landscape. The name of the creek is Vadzaih Van Njik, not 
Vadzaih Van Tsik. Njik refers to the creek itself, and Tshik (note spelling) generally refers 
to the “mouth” – i.e. where it flows into another body of water. As the campground is 
not on the mouth, it would make sense to change the name to Vadzaih Van Njik. At the 
very least, the spelling of Tsik should be updated to “Tshik”. “Ts’ik” is a different word in 
Gwich’in, meaning skinny or narrow.   
 
In addition, the work to construct the picnic shelter may overlap with berry harvest 
season. If berry harvesting is taking place, the contractors should seek to reduce impact 
on berry patches and harvesters. For example, the noise and dust created by hauling 
gravel could impact both berries and berry pickers. 
 
There is a cabin owner by W. Greenland about half a kilometer from the site, 
downstream on Caribou Lake Creek. If the cabin is still in use according to the Nihtat 
Gwich’in Renewable Resource Council, the Greenland family should be contacted and 
informed about the construction.  
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There are several traditional trails in the area, running both in the direction of the 
Dempster, and along Caribou Lake Creek. 
 
 
G17X002 
 
This campground also needs a spelling update, from the 2012 workshops. The correct 
spelling is Nataiinlaii. 
 
This is an important area culturally for the Teetł’it Gwich’in, and there are four known 
archaeological sites within proximity. There may be undiscovered archaeological 
remains which could be impacted by the construction. The territorial archaeology office 
must be contacted to determine if an assessment is appropriate.  
 
There are numerous cabins nearby where the highway crosses the Peel River, used 
frequently by residents of Fort McPherson. The campsite is also within a berry 
harvesting, fishing, and hunting area. 
 
G17X003 and G17X004 
 
Gwi’eekajìlchit Van (the north part of Campbell Lake) is an important lake for travelling 
upon and fishing.  Development-related run-off to the lake, or any other lake effects, 
should be reduced as much as possible. Additionally, the work should be done at a time 
(weekday, late season, etc.) when the campground is as empty as possible. If campers 
are there, we request that the work be structured to impact them as little as possible, 
including not starting very early in the morning, etc.  
 
If there will be any changes to signage, we request further consultation to ensure 
Gwich’in place names and other words are included and properly spelled. 
 
As with any application, if archaeological or heritage materials are encountered during 
the development within the Gwich’in Settlement Area, all work must cease immediately 
as required by law, and the DCH and the Prince of Wales Northern Heritage Centre in 
Yellowknife must then be contacted. 
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Sincerely, 
 

 
for 

Sharon Snowshoe 
Director, Department of Cultural Heritage 
P.O. Box 30 
Fort McPherson, NT X0E 0J0 
P: (867)952-2524  
E: ssnowshoe@gwichin.nt.ca  
www.gwichin.ca  
 
cc. Tom Andrews 
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