Grand Chief George Mackenzie
Tlicho Government
By email: grandchiefediiwa@tlicho.com
January 23, 2018
Dear Grand Chief Mackenzie:
Re:

Notice of intent to apply for a Water License and Land Use Permit Amendment for
additional mine rock and associated mine plan changes at the Gahcho Kué Mine

De Beers Canada Inc. (De Beers) operates the Gahcho Kué Mine (the Mine) under Water Licence
MV2005L2-0015 and Land Use Permit MV2005C0032. This letter is to notify your organization
that De Beers intends to apply for Water Licence and Land Use Permit amendments to address
additional mine rock and associated mine plan changes at the Mine.
The water licence and land use permit amendments are required to accommodate changes to
the mine plan resulting from a geotechnical issue within the pits (i.e. joint sets) that will result in
additional mine rock to be extracted from each of the three pits. The additional mine rock must
be extracted in order to ensure the pits remain safe for workers and equipment throughout the
life of mine. It is expected that up to 100 Mt of additional mine rock may be removed. This mine
rock will be stored on the West Mine Rock Pile resulting in a small increase in the footprint of the
project (~24 ha). Adjustments to the mine schedule and water management will also be
required. The mine plan changes will not impact our commitment to not allowing changes to
water quality that could adversely affect the drinkability of the water, the fish communities, or the
ability to eat the fish in the receiving bodies (Lake N11 and Area 8) or in Kennady Lake postclosure.
De Beers held a workshop on December 13, 2017 to explain the mine plan changes to
Aboriginal parties, reviewers and regulators, including representatives of your organization. The
presentation is available on the Mackenzie Valley Land and Water Board registry under our
licence number MV2005L2-0015. If you would like a copy of the presentation, please let me
know and I will provide it to you directly.
As part of the amendment application, we will provide an Updated Project Description, an
environmental screening assessment, updated environmental monitoring and management
plans and an updated effluent quality criteria evaluation report. De Beers will fully address any
potential environmental effects within the updated environmental monitoring and management
plans to ensure our commitments to environmental excellence and to our Aboriginal partners are
maintained.

The amendment application will be subject to a review process as normally undertaken by the
Mackenzie Valley Land and Water Board. If you have any further questions, comments, or
require further clarification, please contact me by email Sarah.McLean@debeersgroup.com or by
phone at 867-688-9227.
Sincerely,

Sarah McLean,
Regulatory Specialist
De Beers Canada Inc.
Cc:

Grace Mackenzie, TG
Angela Love, MVLWB

.

Chief Louis Balsillie
Deninu Kue First Nation
Fort Resolution NT, XOE OMO
By email: admin@dkfn.ca
January 23, 2018
Dear Chief Balsillie:

Re:

Notice of intent to apply for a Water License and Land Use Permit Amendment for
additional mine rock and associated mine plan changes at the Gahcho Kué Mine

De Beers Canada Inc. (De Beers) operates the Gahcho Kué Mine (the Mine) under Water Licence
MV2005L2-0015 and Land Use Permit MV2005C0032. This letter is to notify your organization
that De Beers intends to apply for Water Licence and Land Use Permit amendments to address
additional mine rock and associated mine plan changes at the Mine.
The water licence and land use permit amendments are required to accommodate changes to
the mine plan resulting from a geotechnical issue within the pits (i.e. joint sets) that will result in
additional mine rock to be extracted from each of the three pits. The additional mine rock must
be extracted in order to ensure the pits remain safe for workers and equipment throughout the
life of mine. It is expected that up to 100 Mt of additional mine rock may be removed. This mine
rock will be stored on the West Mine Rock Pile resulting in a small increase in the footprint of the
project (~24 ha). Adjustments to the mine schedule and water management will also be
required. The mine plan changes will not impact our commitment to not allowing changes to
water quality that could adversely affect the drinkability of the water, the fish communities, or the
ability to eat the fish in the receiving bodies (Lake N11 and Area 8) or in Kennady Lake postclosure.
De Beers held a workshop on December 13, 2017 to explain the mine plan changes to
Aboriginal parties, reviewers and regulators, including representatives of your organization. The
presentation is available on the Mackenzie Valley Land and Water Board registry under our
licence number MV2005L2-0015. If you would like a copy of the presentation, please let me
know and I will provide it to you directly.
As part of the amendment application, we will provide an Updated Project Description, an
environmental screening assessment, updated environmental monitoring and management
plans and an updated effluent quality criteria evaluation report. De Beers will fully address any
potential environmental effects within the updated environmental monitoring and management
plans to ensure our commitments to environmental excellence and to our Aboriginal partners are
maintained.

The amendment application will be subject to a review process as normally undertaken by the
Mackenzie Valley Land and Water Board. If you have any further questions, comments, or
require further clarification, please contact me by email (Sarah.McLean@debeersgroup.com) or
by phone at 867-688-9227.
Sincerely,

Sarah McLean,
Regulatory Specialist
De Beers Canada Inc.
Cc:

Rosy Bjornson, DKFN
Angela Love, MVLWB

.

President Garry Bailey
Northwest Territory Métis Nation
By email: president.nwtmn@northwestel.net
January 23, 2018
Dear Mr. Bailey:
Re:

Notice of intent to apply for a Water License and Land Use Permit Amendment for
additional mine rock and associated mine plan changes at the Gahcho Kué Mine

De Beers Canada Inc. (De Beers) operates the Gahcho Kué Mine (the Mine) under Water Licence
MV2005L2-0015 and Land Use Permit MV2005C0032. This letter is to notify your organization
that De Beers intends to apply for Water Licence and Land Use Permit amendments to address
additional mine rock and associated mine plan changes at the Mine.
The water licence and land use permit amendments are required to accommodate changes to
the mine plan resulting from a geotechnical issue within the pits (i.e. joint sets) that will result in
additional mine rock to be extracted from each of the three pits. The additional mine rock must
be extracted in order to ensure the pits remain safe for workers and equipment throughout the
life of mine. It is expected that up to 100 Mt of additional mine rock may be removed. This mine
rock will be stored on the West Mine Rock Pile resulting in a small increase in the footprint of the
project (~24 ha). Adjustments to the mine schedule and water management will also be
required. The mine plan changes will not impact our commitment to not allowing changes to
water quality that could adversely affect the drinkability of the water, the fish communities, or the
ability to eat the fish in the receiving bodies (Lake N11 and Area 8) or in Kennady Lake postclosure.
De Beers held a workshop on December 13, 2017 to explain the mine plan changes to
Aboriginal parties, reviewers and regulators, including representatives of your organization. The
presentation is available on the Mackenzie Valley Land and Water Board registry under our
licence number MV2005L2-0015. If you would like a copy of the presentation, please let me
know and I will provide it to you directly.
As part of the amendment application, we will provide an Updated Project Description, an
environmental screening assessment, updated environmental monitoring and management
plans and an updated effluent quality criteria evaluation report. De Beers will fully address any
potential environmental effects within the updated environmental monitoring and management
plans to ensure our commitments to environmental excellence and to our Aboriginal partners are
maintained.

The amendment application will be subject to a review process as normally undertaken by the
Mackenzie Valley Land and Water Board. If you have any further questions, comments, or
require further clarification, please contact me by email Sarah.McLean@debeersgroup.com or by
phone at 867-688-9227.
Sincerely,

Sarah McLean,
Regulatory Specialist
De Beers Canada Inc.
Cc:

Ursula Vogt, NWTMN
Angela Love, MVLWB

.

Chief Darryl Boucher-Marlowe
Łutsel K’e Dene First Nation
By email: chief.lkdfn@gmail.com
January 23, 2018
Dear Chief Boucher-Marlowe:
Re:

Notice of intent to apply for a Water License and Land Use Permit Amendment for
additional mine rock and associated mine plan changes at the Gahcho Kué Mine

De Beers Canada Inc. (De Beers) operates the Gahcho Kué Mine (the Mine) under Water Licence
MV2005L2-0015 and Land Use Permit MV2005C0032. This letter is to notify your organization
that De Beers intends to apply for Water Licence and Land Use Permit amendments to address
additional mine rock and associated mine plan changes at the Mine.
The water licence and land use permit amendments are required to accommodate changes to
the mine plan resulting from a geotechnical issue within the pits (i.e. joint sets) that will result in
additional mine rock to be extracted from each of the three pits. The additional mine rock must
be extracted in order to ensure the pits remain safe for workers and equipment throughout the
life of mine. It is expected that up to 100 Mt of additional mine rock may be removed. This mine
rock will be stored on the West Mine Rock Pile resulting in a small increase in the footprint of the
project (~24 ha). Adjustments to the mine schedule and water management will also be
required. The mine plan changes will not impact our commitment to not allowing changes to
water quality that could adversely affect the drinkability of the water, the fish communities, or the
ability to eat the fish in the receiving bodies (Lake N11 and Area 8) or in Kennady Lake postclosure.
De Beers held a workshop on December 13, 2017 to explain the mine plan changes to
Aboriginal parties, reviewers and regulators, including representatives of your organization. The
presentation is available on the Mackenzie Valley Land and Water Board registry under our
licence number MV2005L2-0015. If you would like a copy of the presentation, please let me
know and I will provide it to you directly.
As part of the amendment application, we will provide an Updated Project Description, an
environmental screening assessment, updated environmental monitoring and management
plans and an updated effluent quality criteria evaluation report. De Beers will fully address any
potential environmental effects within the updated environmental monitoring and management
plans to ensure our commitments to environmental excellence and to our Aboriginal partners are
maintained.

The amendment application will be subject to a review process as normally undertaken by the
Mackenzie Valley Land and Water Board. If you have any further questions, comments, or
require further clarification, please contact me by email (Sarah.McLean@debeersgroup.com) or
by phone at 867-688-9227.
Sincerely,

Sarah McLean,
Regulatory Specialist
De Beers Canada Inc.
Cc:

Ray Griffith, LKDFN
Angela Love, MVLWB

.

Chief Edward Sangris & Chief Ernest Betsina
Yellowknives Dene First Nation
Yellowknife, NT
By email: esangris@ykdene.com & ebetsina@ykdene.com
January 23, 2018
Dear Chief Sangris and Chief Betsina:
Re:

Notice of intent to apply for a Water License and Land Use Permit Amendment for
additional mine rock and associated mine plan changes at the Gahcho Kué Mine

De Beers Canada Inc. (De Beers) operates the Gahcho Kué Mine (the Mine) under Water Licence
MV2005L2-0015 and Land Use Permit MV2005C0032. This letter is to notify your organization
that De Beers intends to apply for Water Licence and Land Use Permit amendments to address
additional mine rock and associated mine plan changes at the Mine.
The water licence and land use permit amendments are required to accommodate changes to
the mine plan resulting from a geotechnical issue within the pits (i.e. joint sets) that will result in
additional mine rock to be extracted from each of the three pits. The additional mine rock must
be extracted in order to ensure the pits remain safe for workers and equipment throughout the
life of mine. It is expected that up to 100 Mt of additional mine rock may be removed. This mine
rock will be stored on the West Mine Rock Pile resulting in a small increase in the footprint of the
project (~24 ha). Adjustments to the mine schedule and water management will also be
required. The mine plan changes will not impact our commitment to not allowing changes to
water quality that could adversely affect the drinkability of the water, the fish communities, or the
ability to eat the fish in the receiving bodies (Lake N11 and Area 8) or in Kennady Lake postclosure.
De Beers held a workshop on December 13, 2017 to explain the mine plan changes to
Aboriginal parties, reviewers and regulators, including representatives of your organization. The
presentation is available on the Mackenzie Valley Land and Water Board registry under our
licence number MV2005L2-0015. If you would like a copy of the presentation, please let me
know and I will provide it to you directly.
As part of the amendment application, we will provide an Updated Project Description, an
environmental screening assessment, updated environmental monitoring and management
plans and an updated effluent quality criteria evaluation report. De Beers will fully address any
potential environmental effects within the updated environmental monitoring and management
plans to ensure our commitments to environmental excellence and to our Aboriginal partners are
maintained.

The amendment application will be subject to a review process as normally undertaken by the
Mackenzie Valley Land and Water Board. If you have any further questions, comments, or
require further clarification, please contact me by email Sarah.McLean@debeersgroup.com) or
by phone at 867-688-9227.
Sincerely,

Sarah McLean,
Regulatory Specialist
De Beers Canada Inc.
Cc:

Alex Power, YKDFN
Angela Love, MVLWB

.

President Bill Enge
North Slave Métis Alliance
Yellowknife, NT
By email: billenge@nsma.net
January 23, 2018
Dear Mr. Enge:
Re:

Notice of intent to apply for a Water License and Land Use Permit Amendment for
additional mine rock and associated mine plan changes at the Gahcho Kué Mine

De Beers Canada Inc. (De Beers) operates the Gahcho Kué Mine (the Mine) under Water Licence
MV2005L2-0015 and Land Use Permit MV2005C0032. This letter is to notify your organization
that De Beers intends to apply for Water Licence and Land Use Permit amendments to address
additional mine rock and associated mine plan changes at the Mine.
The water licence and land use permit amendments are required to accommodate changes to
the mine plan resulting from a geotechnical issue within the pits (i.e. joint sets) that will result in
additional mine rock to be extracted from each of the three pits. The additional mine rock must
be extracted in order to ensure the pits remain safe for workers and equipment throughout the
life of mine. It is expected that up to 100 Mt of additional mine rock may be removed. This mine
rock will be stored on the West Mine Rock Pile resulting in a small increase in the footprint of the
project (~24 ha). Adjustments to the mine schedule and water management will also be
required. The mine plan changes will not impact our commitment to not allowing changes to
water quality that could adversely affect the drinkability of the water, the fish communities, or the
ability to eat the fish in the receiving bodies (Lake N11 and Area 8) or in Kennady Lake postclosure.
De Beers held a workshop on December 13, 2017 to explain the mine plan changes to
Aboriginal parties, reviewers and regulators, including representatives of your organization. The
presentation is available on the Mackenzie Valley Land and Water Board registry under our
licence number MV2005L2-0015. If you would like a copy of the presentation, please let me
know and I will provide it to you directly.
As part of the amendment application, we will provide an Updated Project Description, an
environmental screening assessment, updated environmental monitoring and management
plans and an updated effluent quality criteria evaluation report. De Beers will fully address any
potential environmental effects within the updated environmental monitoring and management
plans to ensure our commitments to environmental excellence and to our Aboriginal partners are
maintained.

The amendment application will be subject to a review process as normally undertaken by the
Mackenzie Valley Land and Water Board. If you have any further questions, comments, or
require further clarification, please contact me by email Sarah.McLean@debeersgroup.com) or
by phone at 867-688-9227.
Sincerely,

Sarah McLean,
Regulatory Specialist
De Beers Canada Inc.
Cc:

Nicole Goodman, NSMA
Angela Love, MVLWB

.

