
Regulatory Manager
Mackenzie Valley Land & Water Board
Box 2130
7th Floor - 4922 48th Street
Yellowknife, NT X1A 2P6
Email: rchouinard( mvlwb.com
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Indian and Northern Affaires indiennes
Affairs Canada et du Nord Canada

Box 1500
Yellowknife NT X1 A 2R3

March 27, 2011 File Number: YEL-E 6735-8-PRO-WML-SNOW UNC

Dear Ms. Chouinard:

RE: WML Exploration BC Ltd: Snowbird Lake Project: MV200900001

I refer to your e-mail dated March 25, 2011 regarding the above land use permit
application by WML Exploration BC Ltd, in which you requested more definitive
information regarding the status of Aboriginal consultation, following Indian and
Northern Affairs last letter on the subject dated September 29, 2009.

As you are aware since the proponent's original application was received by the Board
on January 2, 2009, there have been a number of changes in the company ownership,
and work program for the project. These changes considerably delayed any meaningful
Aboriginal engagement on the project until July 2010, following which I understand,
according to the December 15, 2010, updated version of the proponent's
communication log, WML held a number of meetings with Aboriginal groups with treaty
and Aboriginal rights in the project area and concluded Exploration Agreements with at
least two of them.

It is possible that as a result of the proponent's consultation efforts, none of the
Aboriginal groups concerned still have any concerns with the company's project,
however Indian and Northern Affairs Canada is still awaiting confirmation to this effect.
In particular the Lutsel K'e Dene First Nation, who originally advised the Board on April
6, 2009 that they were concerned about the potential impact of the project on their
treaty and Aboriginal rights, have still to indicate if their concerns have been resolved or
are still outstanding.

I understand that due to the lapse in time since the original application was filed by the
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proponent and the changes in the project description, that the Board may be
considering circulating a new land use application for public review. Such a decision will
provide a fresh opportunity to clarify Aboriginal groups' views on the applicant's
proposal.

INAC believes that the applicant and Aboriginal groups that the Board has informed or
will be reinforming about WML's proposed project, must follow the Board's direction so
that they, the Board and the Crown can ensure proper consultation is undertaken about
the potential impacts of project activities on the specific potential and existing rights of
Aboriginal and treaty rights holders in the area where the proponents project is located
in the south east of NWT.

Sincerely,

Donald Aubrey
A/Manager
Consultation Support Unit

cc; James Lawrance, INAC Director
Aboriginal & Territorial Relations Directorate


