
 
 
16 May 2011 
 
 
Shannon Hayden 
Regulatory Officer 
Mackenzie Valley Land and Water Board 
7th Floor 
4922 48th Street 
P.O. Box 2130 
Yellowknife, NT 
X1A 2P6 
 
Dear Shannon: 
 
RE: MVLWB Permit Application MV2009C0001 – SNOWBIRD PROJECT, NT 

RESPONSE TO REVIEWERS COMMENTS 
 
GeoVector Management Inc. (“GeoVector”), on behalf of WML Exploration BC Ltd. (“WML”), is 
submitting this document as a response to the comments sent by the various reviewers of the 
Snowbird Project land use permit application. 
 
21 April 2011 Ron Robillard, Athabasca Denesuline Chief Negotiator, Prince Albert Grand 

Council, Athabasca Denesuline Negotiation Team 
WML/GeoVector have reviewed the most recent letter and items also sent to them in January 
2011 by the Athabasca Denesuline.  During a telephone conversation with the undersigned, the 
Athabasca Denesuline expressed an interest in pursuing an exploration agreement with WML 
with regard to WML’s exploration and presence on the Snowbird Project lands. 
 
WML and GeoVector are actively attempting to arrange meetings to discuss all concerns 
expressed by Mr. Robillard in his letter of 21 April 2011.  Per email communication received 10 
May 2011 from Tina Giroux, representing the Prince Albert Grand Council, there are presently 
no opportunities for a meeting between the two groups however she would advise should an 
opportunity present itself. 
 
During the anticipated discussions to be held with the Athabasca Denesuline, WML/GeoVector 
hopes to obtain location data and details for all archaeological and traditional sites known to the 
Athabasca Denesuline (as detailed on map Athabasca Denesuline Land Resource Data, North of 
60 – see attached) to ensure these significant sites are not disturbed in any way during any of 
WML/GeoVector’s activities. 
 
26 April 2011 Rob Thom, Transportation Planner, Planning, Policy & Environment Division, 

Northwest Territories Department of Transportation 
Mr. Thom’s letter recommends WML/GeoVector work with the Department of Transport’s 
Airport Managers and Commercial Development Officer should they plan to use the Yellowknife, 
Fort Smith or Lutsel K’e airports as staging areas requiring lands.   
 
At present WML and GeoVector intend to mobilize out of either northern Manitoba and/or 
Saskatchewan due to their proximity to the project lands.  WML/GeoVector will ensure prior 



contact with the personnel at these airports to ensure they have the necessary clearances 
and/or documentation.  Should WML/GeoVector change any plans and intend to utilize one of 
the listed NWT airports they will ensure all necessary permissions have been obtained well in 
advance of mobilization. 
 
26 April 2011 Rick Walbourne, Habitat Biologist, Fish Habitat Management, Western Arctic 

Area, Central and Arctic Region, Fisheries and Oceans Canada 
Mr. Walbourne has asked that WML and GeoVector ensure the contents of Fisheries and Oceans 
Canada’s documents Northwest Territories Operational Statement for Mineral Exploration 
Activities, DFO Protocol for Winter Water Withdrawal from Ice-covered Waterbodies in the 
Northwest Territories and Nunavut and Freshwater Intake End-of-Pipe Fish Screen Guideline be 
fully adhered to during their exploration activities.   
 
It has always been WML and GeoVector’s intent to follow the contents of these documents fully.  
All field employees who will be participating in any active drilling programs will be required to 
review the contents of these three documents and project managers will ensure all directions 
contained within these documents are followed. 
 
5 May 2011 Louis Balsillie, Chief, Deninu Kue First Nation 
WML and GeoVector are pleased to have reviewed the letter of support from the Deninu Kue 
First Nation and will continue to keep them informed of all activities on the property and to 
work with them to ensure no archaeological or traditional sites are disturbed in any way during 
active exploration programs. 
 
6 May 2011 Scott Stewart, Acting District Manager, South Mackenzie District, Indian and 

Northern Affairs Canada 
Mr. Stewart’s letter referred to INAC’s earlier review of 8 April 2009, including comments and 
recommended permit conditions based on the original proposed application and noted changes 
were made to condition numbers 27, 29 and 33.   
 
WML and GeoVector welcome INAC’s comments and recommended permit conditions and 
confirm their intent is to fully comply with all of the recommended conditions including those 
changes to condition numbers 27, 29 and 33. 
 
9 May 2011 Tom Andrews, Territorial Archaeologist, Prince of Wales Northern Heritage 

Centre, NWT Education, Culture and Employment 
Mr. Andrews has recommended that due to the lack of studies and information about the 
Snowbird Project lands area, an archaeological impact assessment be performed at all proposed 
work sites prior to any exploration work commencing on the property.   
 
WML and GeoVector will contact Mr. Andrews to determine the level of detail the AIA should 
contain and will contact a qualified archaeologist to perform the necessary studies prior to the 
commencement of exploration work on the property. 
 
As stated previously, during the anticipated discussions to be held with the Athabasca 
Denesuline, WML/GeoVector hopes to obtain location data and details for all archaeological and 
traditional sites known to the Athabasca Denesuline to ensure these significant sites are not 
disturbed in any way during any of WML/GeoVector’s activities. 
 



9 May 2011 Wayne Wysocki, Technical Advisor, Manitoba Denesuline 
WML and GeoVector are pleased to have reviewed the letter of support from the Manitoba 
Denesuline and will continue to keep them informed of all activities on the property and to work 
with them to ensure no archaeological or traditional sites are disturbed in any way during active 
exploration programs. 
 
10 May 2011 Ron Bujold, Aquatic Environmental Assessment Technician, Environment 

Canada 
WML and GeoVector welcome Mr. Bujold’s comments and advice relating to the Snowbird 
Project application.  They wish to confirm that Mr. Bujold’s recommendations will be followed. 
 
As well WML and GeoVector will ensure the Kasba Lake Fishing Lodge definitely has an 
“approved” incinerator before any of WML/GeoVector’s waste is incinerated.  WML/GeoVector 
also would like to confirm that only non-toxic materials such as paper products, paperboard 
packaging and untreated wood wastes will be burned – all other garbage to be removed offsite 
to a southern waste disposal centre.  As well, WML/GeoVector will ensure appropriate 
movement documents are in place prior to the commencement and throughout all exploration 
programs as well as confirmations and authorizations from any licenced waste disposal facilities.  
An incineration management component will be incorporated into the Snowbird Project Waste 
Management Plan and will be forwarded to Mr. Bujold as well as MVLWB as soon as it is 
completed. 
 
WML/GeoVector acknowledges the additional information regarding bird colonies.  With regard 
to mitigation measures required when bird colonies are present, the Snowbird Project Wildlife 
Management and Mitigation Plan (“Wildlife Plan”) will be revised with regard to flights including: 

• All efforts will be made to schedule flights during periods when few birds are 
present. 

• Where it is not possible to fly solely during periods when few birds are present, all 
efforts will be made to plan flight routes away from bird colony or concentration 
locations and maintain minimum flight altitudes of 650 metres (2,100 feet). 

• Flights are to be minimized during periods when birds are especially sensitive to 
disturbance such as migration, nesting, and moulting and are to maintain a lateral 
distance of a minimum of 1.5 kilometres. 

• When avoidance of flying over bird colonies or concentrations is not possible, a 
minimum flight altitude of 1,100 metres over areas of bird concentration 

• All pilots responsible for flying over the Snowbird Project, or between it and the 
Kasba Lake Fishing Lodge, will be strictly instructed to avoid excessive hovering or 
circling over areas where birds are likely to be present. 

 
Information provided by Mr. Bujold concerning Species At Risk within the project area includes 
several birds (specifically Horned Grebe, Short-eared Owl and Rusty Blackbird) not included in 
the original information of critical species received from Government of Northwest Territories 
biologists.  The Wildlife Plan will be revised to include additional information relating to these 
additional species.  Information regarding the two mammalian species which are identified as 
also designated as at risk – the Grizzly Bear and the Wolverine – is included in the current 
Wildlife Plan. 
 
As requested by Mr Bujold, WML/GeoVector will ensure the Environmental Protection 
Operations of Environment Canada will be informed of any changes to exploration programs to 
be conducted. 



 
11 May 2011 Patrick Clancy, Environmental Regulatory Analyst, Environmental Assessment 

and Monitoring, Department of Environment and Natural Resources, GNWT 
WML and GeoVector will ensure sufficient and appropriate firefighting equipment is present on 
the property and will also discuss this with the operators of the Kasba Lake Fishing Camp.  Also 
precautions will be taken during all active exploration programs to ensure there is no possibility 
of fires. 
 
At present WML and GeoVector are not planning to cut, use or transport any timber and will 
avoid damaging standing timber during their active exploration programs.  Should this change 
they will ensure they contact the local ENR office for information on obtaining a Forest 
Management Authorization. 
 
WML and GeoVector will not be burning any materials on the Snowbird Project and therefore 
will not require a Permit to Burn. 
 
WML and GeoVector welcomes Mr. Clancy’s additional comments relating to wildlife 
management, and environmental protection (relating to spill reporting, spill cleanups and 
notifications of any affected or potentially affected parties, and open burning of municipal 
wastes) and hereby confirm they will comply with all of Mr. Clancy’s recommendations and 
comments.  Also the purchase of goods will be performed with the intent to maximize the 
reduction of waste, improve energy efficiency, limit toxic by-products, and contain recycled 
content or are reusable. 
 
WML and GeoVector also welcome and have reviewed Mr. Clancy’s comments and 
recommendations with respect to the Species At Risk Act, concerns regarding wildlife and waste 
management, open burning of municipal solid wastes, and spill contingency and reporting 
requirements.  WML and GeoVector will ensure Mr. Clancy’s recommendations are followed 
during active exploration programs on the Snowbird Project. 
 
 
Should MVLWB or any other parties have any additional concerns, comments or 
recommendations to make regarding the Snowbird Project, please do not hesitate to contact 
me. 
 
Sincerely, 
GEOVECTOR MANAGEMENT INC. 
 
 
 
 
Joe Campbell, P.Geo. 
President 
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Rhonda Miller - MVLWB

From: Shannon Hayden [shayden@mvlwb.com]
Sent: May-17-11 8:27 AM
To: permits@mvlwb.com
Subject: FW: Snowbird Project - LUP MV2009C0001 - Response to Reviewers Comments
Attachments: Response to Reviewers Comments 16May2011.pdf

 
 

From: Janet Stritychuk [mailto:janet@strity.com]  
Sent: May-16-11 4:58 PM 
To: 'Shannon Hayden' 
Subject: Snowbird Project - LUP MV2009C0001 - Response to Reviewers Comments 
 

Hello Shannon, 
 
I’m sorry to be so late getting this to you.  I had to fly to Edmonton for meetings tomorrow with the AB 
government and was unable to send this to you earlier. 
 
Should you have any questions/concerns do not hesitate to contact me. 
 
I also will send you an email regarding your earlier questions regarding drill sumps, etc. 
 
Janet 
 
Janet Stritychuk 
 
604-856-0744 Phone 
604-837-4447 Cell 
Janet@strity.com 
 

 
 
 


