
From: Erica Janes
To: Permits
Subject: FW: City of Yellowknife - IGMP
Date: Friday, February 17, 2017 10:40:46 AM

Please post email chain to MV2009L3-0007 – City of YK – 6 Management Plans / Water Management
– correspondence from ENR and Board staff re Interim Groundwater Monitoring Plan – Feb16-17.
 
 

From: Heather Scott 
Sent: Thursday, February 16, 2017 9:09 AM
To: Paul Green <Paul_Green@gov.nt.ca>; Erica Janes <ejanes@mvlwb.com>;
rmakohoniuk@yellowknife.ca; mauge@yellowknife.ca; walexander@yellowknife.ca; Nahum Lee
<Nahum_Lee@gov.nt.ca>; Heather E. Beck <Heather_Beck@gov.nt.ca>; Jeanne Arsenault
<Jeanne_Arsenault@gov.nt.ca>; Isabelle de-Grandpre <Isabelle_de-Grandpre@gov.nt.ca>
Subject: RE: City of Yellowknife - IGMP
 
Thanks Paul.
 
As stated previously, the recommendation and implementation of groundwater (subsurface)
monitoring should extend from the work completed and conclusions made as part of the Landfill
Drainage Study (LDS), as per Schedule  2, item 2 of MV2009L3-0007. So likely, the City has already
undergone much of the conceptual and field work to establish hydrogeological conditions and now
needs a professional to provide the rationale behind the well locations to monitor groundwater
using the data from the LDS.
 
Thanks-
Heather
 

From: Paul Green [mailto:Paul_Green@gov.nt.ca] 
Sent: February 15, 2017 4:47 PM
To: Erica Janes <ejanes@mvlwb.com>; rmakohoniuk@yellowknife.ca; mauge@yellowknife.ca;
walexander@yellowknife.ca; Nahum Lee <Nahum_Lee@gov.nt.ca>; Heather E. Beck
<Heather_Beck@gov.nt.ca>; Jeanne Arsenault <Jeanne_Arsenault@gov.nt.ca>; Isabelle de-Grandpre
<Isabelle_de-Grandpre@gov.nt.ca>
Cc: Heather Scott <heather.scott@mvlwb.com>
Subject: City of Yellowknife - IGMP
 
Hi Reuben,
 
I understand that you have been involved with the development of the City of Yellowknife Interim
Groundwater Monitoring Plan (IGMP), in support of Water Licence MV2009L3-0007. ENR considers
the current IGMP as an important step forward.
 
However, I am writing today to clarify something that came up during last week’s meeting at the
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MVLWB boardroom where the City proposed that a meeting held between the city and an employee
of ENR (meeting occurred in January) be considered as consulting with an “hydrogeologist or
equivalent expert” in the field of groundwater monitoring.  I am raising this concern, as the
Mackenzie Valley Land and Water Board set this requirement for the City in the development of its

plan in a letter to the City dated May 21st, 2015. 
 
I would like to stress that this meeting was not intended to absolve the City from contacting an
Independent Expert in the development of their IGMP or GMP.  The ENR employee met with the City
in good faith and offered support to the City in the development of their plan.  The ENR employee
provided some general assistance and background on how a GMP should be developed and what
could or should be considered in selecting groundwater well locations and determining the number
of wells. The employee did not develop the proposed GMP or propose particular locations for
groundwater wells that have been included in the City’s GMP. 
 
In closing, it is my understanding that the City intends to move ahead with its proposed plan. ENR
requests that the Section of the IGMP referring to “Hydrogeologist Consultation” be removed from
the plan. To be clear, ENR is supportive of groundwater monitoring at the landfill site and the
surrounding area and has recommended it through the water licencing process for several years. 
ENR is pleased that groundwater monitoring will occur in Summer 2017 but would suggest that in
the spirit of preventing any further delays to the monitoring program, that the proposed locations in
the plan be initially confirmed by an expert prior (as per the MVLWB 2015 letter).  This could prevent
the need to move the stations or add additional stations in future years which could result in
additional costs to the City.
 
Sincerely,
 
Paul Green
 
Acting Manager/
Regulatory and Science Advisor
Water Resources Division
Department of Environment and Natural Resources
Government of the Northwest Territories

Box 1320|4923 – 52nd Street|Yellowknife, NT.| X1A 2L9
Tel: 867-767-9234 x53112|Email: Paul_Green@gov.nt.ca
www.enr.gov.nt.ca
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