
 
May 28, 2020    File: MV2009L3-0007 
 
Madison Warren 
Public Works and Engineering 
City of Yellowknife 
P.O. Box 580 
YELLOWKNIFE NT   X1A 2N4 Sent by Email 
 
Dear Madison Warren: 
 
Re: Stormwater Management Plan Version 5 – Interim Approval 
City of Yellowknife – Municipal Water Licence MV2009L3-0007   

 
The Mackenzie Valley Land and Water Board (MVLWB or the Board) met on May 28, 2020 and reviewed 
the City of Yellowknife’s (City) Stormwater Management Plan Version 5, which was submitted to the Board 
on March 4, 2020. 
 
The Board hereby approves the City of Yellowknife’s Stormwater Management Plan Version 5 (SMP V5) 
on an interim basis. 
 
The Board requires the City to revise the Stormwater Management Plan by June 26, 2020 for confirmation 
of conformity by Board staff, to append the stormwater sampling protocol.  
 
The Board requests that the City make additional changes identified during this review in the next Plan 
revision, for submission with the City’s Licence renewal Application, as follows: 

1) Include appropriate legends on maps; 

2) Include N-series station labels in Table 10.1.2 in addition to on maps;  

3) Confirm timing and include details around timing of sampling events; 

4) Revise sections 10.2 and 10.3 to accurately reflect field sampling of temperature and pH during 

stormwater sampling events; 

5) Revise sampling parameters to report nitrate and nitrite separately; 

6) Include the full suite of parameters listed in the CCME guideline for the protection of freshwater 

aquatic life; and 

7) Update the guideline information to include a table of parameters and values. 

 
In addition, the Board reminds the City to include the following in the 2020 and 2021 Annual Water Licence 
Reports under Licence MV2009L3-0007: 

• a comparison of stormwater sampling results to the CCME Canadian Water Quality Guidelines for 
Recreational Use and the Protection of Aquatic Life; and 

• identification of the CCME Canadian Water Quality Guidelines for Recreational Use and the Protection 
of Aquatic Life exceedances in stormwater samples. 
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The Board notes that the following topics and issues around stormwater arose during this review, and 
may be discussed City’s upcoming licence renewal proceeding: 

• Incorporation of stormwater sampling requirements into the Licence SNP; 

• Analysis of stormwater data to quantify potential impacts on the receiving environment; 

• Any changes in stormwater management (including identifying sampling locations and considering 
management options); 

• Potential incorporation of additional public education requirements; and 

• Water quality monitoring outside of the managed stormwater system. 
 
Finally, the Board reminds the City: 

• To present evidence supporting extrapolations to represent various stormwater quality profiles when 
submitting further stormwater plans and analyses; and 

• That should the City need to change the sampling method at any given station, revisions to the Plan 
should be made accordingly. 

 
The full cooperation of the City of Yellowknife is anticipated and appreciated.  If you have any questions 
or concerns, please contact Erica Janes at (867) 766-7466 or email ejanes@mvlwb.com. 
 
Yours sincerely, 

 
Mavis Cli-Michaud 
MVLWB, Chair 
 
Copied to:    Distribution List 

Heather Beck, GNWT-ENR Water Resources Officer 
 

mailto:ejanes@mvlwb.com

