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Elaine Briere - MVLWB

From: Tyree Mullaney [tyree@mvlwb.com]
Sent: Wednesday, August 25, 2010 9:56 AM
To: 'Zabey Nevitt - MVLWB'; 'Anne Umpleby'
Cc: permits@mvlwb.com
Subject: FW: North Arrow - Lac De Gras Project - MV2010C0039 - Notes of Community Meeting 

with YKDFN
Attachments: YELLOWKN-411384.DOC.DRF; YELLOWKN-#411384-v1-

MEETING_NOTES_-_YKDFN_MTG_WITH_INAC_&_NORTH_ARROW_RE_LAC_DE_GRA
S_PROJECT_-_2010-08-04.DOC; Don Aubrey.vcf

Please post 

MV2010C0039 

Tyree Mullaney 
Regulatory Officer 
Mackenzie Valley Land and Water Board 
7th Floor, 4922 48th St, PO Box 2130 | Yellowknife, NT | X1A 2P6 
ph  867.766.7471/867.669.0506 | fax 867.873.6610 
tyree@mvlwb.com | www.mvlwb.com 
 

 

 

From: Don Aubrey [mailto:Don.Aubrey@inac-ainc.gc.ca]  
Sent: August-19-10 5:56 PM 
To: Tyree Mullaney 
Cc: Julie Jackson; Mike Byrne; gord@northarrowminerals.com; Kelly Cumming 
Subject: North Arrow - Lac De Gras Project - MV2010C0039 - Notes of Community Meeting with YKDFN 

 

Hi Tyree, 
  
With reference to the Board's recent direction on this land use permit application, I attach notes of this community 
meeting held between Yellowknives Dene First Nation and North Arrow Minerals on August 4, 2010. Annexed to the 
meeting notes as Appendix A is a copy of North Arrow's Power Point presentation which I will forward in a separate e-
mail. 
  
Do not hesitate to contact me or Gordon Clarke, whose coordinates I attach below, if you have any questions about 
what was discussed at the meeting.  
  
Gordon Clarke 
e-mail: gord@northarrowminerals.com 
Tel: (867) 873-8483 
Cell: (867) 445-6527 
Fax: (867) 873-8493 
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Don  
Don Aubrey 
Consultation Advisor 
Consultation Support Unit 
Indian and Northern Affairs Canada, Yellowknife, NT Region 
Tel: (867) 669 2826 
Fax: (867) 669 2710 
E-mail: Don.Aubrey@inac-ainc.gc.ca 
  



CIDM # 411384   

Meeting Notes 
Consultation meeting on North Arrow’s Lac de Gras Project 

With Yellowknives Dene First Nation 
August 4, 2010 @ 8:00pm 

Chief Drygeese Building in Dettah 
 
Participants 
Yellowknives Dene First Nation: Chief Ted Tsetta and Councillors Bobby Drygeese,  
Roy Erasmus Sr., Eileen Liske, Patrick Charlo, Liza Pieper, Peter John Goulet, John Carter 
(CEO), Ernie Abel (Exec. Asst to Chief Tsetta), Morag Macpherson (Exec. Asst to CEO), Kelly 
Cumming (Chief Eddie Sangris’ Exec. Asst). Todd Slack (YKDFN staff) 
 
North Arrow Minerals: Gordon Clarke, VP Exploration 
 
INAC: Don Aubrey, Consultation Advisor; Mike Byrne, Minerals Advisor 
 
Preamble 
The meeting between North Arrow Minerals, Chief & Council for the Yellowknives Dene First 
Nation (YKDFN) and Indian & Northern Affairs Canada (INAC) had been organized at INAC’s 
(Consultation Support Unit) request in response to YKDFN’s request to be consulted further 
about North Arrow Minerals project at Lac de Gras and its application to the Mackenzie Valley 
Land & Water Board (MVLWB) for a Land Use Permit (LUP) for this project.  
 
The meeting with YKDFN was project-specific meeting and started at 8:00, although YKDFN 
met internally prior to 8:00. YKDFN distributed an agenda agreed to in advance by North Arrow, 
INAC and YKDFN. 
 
1. Opening Prayer – Chief Ted Tsetta 
 
2. North Arrow Presentation 
 
Gordon Clarke distributed copies of his presentation on North Arrow’s Lac de Gras project, 
following which he presented it on-screen with comments. See Appendix A for a copy of this 
presentation. 
 
3. Questions & Concerns 
 
Chief Tsetta explained how he would like the meeting to proceed, saying the approach resulted 
from a preparatory discussion prior to tonight’s council meeting and spoke about how a decision 
regarding this project would be made by the membership. Council had decided that following 
North Arrow’s presentation, each councillor would be given the opportunity to ask questions 
about the Lac de Gras project.  He then turned the floor over to Councillor Roy Erasmus who 
spoke about how after the meeting a summary of the information provided in this meeting as 
well as what was discussed and any concerns expressed would be forwarded along with a copy 
of North Arrow’s presentation, to the councillors who had been unable to attend tonight’s 
meeting. Then the information package and comments from Council would be passed to 
YKDFN’s solicitors for comment and advice. A letter would be sent to the company by Friday, 
August 13.  Chief Tsetta spoke further about how the information must be reviewed by Chief 
Edward Sangris and the councillors who were not able to attend the meeting before any 
decision is made and that any decision would be made by the membership. 
 
Gordon Clarke then responded to the following questions from the Chief  & Council: 
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Chief Tsetta asked what was there now i.e., what is on the ground today?  
 
Gord Clarke (GC) explained that North Arrow’s Lac de Gras site was undeveloped with no 
equipment, structures or mineral waste. Different corporate owners of the project had drilled 
nineteen targets to date between 1993 & 2006, but since 2006 no further exploration drilling had 
occurred. GC also explained what a typical drill camp looked like and consisted of in terms of 
building and structures. 
 
In addition, GC described the corporate history of the site and how it had been acquired by 
North Arrow Minerals and what had led to North Arrow’s interest in the property. The property 
was explored in the early 90’s by Kennecott during the NWT’s initial diamond rush, but the 
claims were allowed to lapse after the discovery of the diamond-rich Diavik pipes concentrated 
work efforts elsewhere. In 1999, the property was restaked by Navigator Exploration Corp. 
Navigator optioned the property to DeBeers who did some till sampling, ground geophysics and 
drilling. They dropped the option and the property was then optioned to Stornoway Diamond 
Corporation. They did some additional work and then also dropped the option when they started 
to concentrate their work in other regions in Canada.  In 2004, Navigator became Strongbow 
Resources inc. which was later renamed Strongbow Exploration Inc. In 2007, Strongbow 
created North Arrow Minerals and, as part of the arrangement, North Arrow became the owner 
of the Lac de Gras project. The project is situated in one of the most prolific diamond producing 
regions in the world. 
 
Councillor Bobby Drygeese then asked about the ‘Hay Duck’ project, saying that an unnamed 
person had asked him what he was doing on the property last summer when he was out walking 
in the area. 
 
GC replied that this was inappropriate and should never have happened. Mike Byrne stated 
perhaps it was someone else on claims adjacent to North Arrow’s.  GC stated that it was not 
anyone from North Arrow Minerals. North Arrow did not even carry out any work in the area last 
summer. GC stated that he found the situation very strange and no one he knows in mineral 
exploration would act in this manner. 
 
Councillor Roy Erasmus asked about the airborne geophysical surveying that had occurred to 
date for the property and whether this needed to be redone to take advantage of new 
technology. 
 
GC replied that with new instruments and exploratory theories, companies were constantly 
verifying and reviewing past results but in this case the geophysical data was very detailed and 
reliable and therefore no new airborne geophysical surveys were planned. The property does, 
however, contain untested anomalies that require detailing by ground geophysics. With the 
property located within the Lac de Gras kimberlite field, which includes the world class Ekati and 
Diavik diamond mines, there is promise for positive results. 
 
Another councillor asked about the potential for hiring Band members for local hires on the 
project. 
 
GC explained how North Arrow organized the contracting on its projects. With very limited 
income as a venture capital company, it keeps its overheads to an absolute minimum. This 
means it contracts out the exploration work on its properties through local exploration outfits 
such as Aurora Geosciences. 
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The questioner then asked if this meant he (GC) had no say in who was hired. 
 
GC replied that in fact he did and could always recommend somebody for a work crew position 
if required. GC also stated that in the past, as a principal in Aurora Geosciences, he had 
employed a lot of local people for exploration work including Ted Tsetta and members of the 
Doctor, Betsina, Drygeese and Goulet families. 
 
Councillor Erasmus then asked about the commitments some large companies have made to 
hire locally on projects such as Snap Lake. 
 
GC talked about past offers made to YKDFN and LKDFN to hire members to monitor wildlife but 
pointed out at this time the project is a small scale exploration stage project.  
 
Chief Tsetta then talked about the potential for shutting down projects in the fall when caribou 
pass through the area on their annual migratory travel north. 
 
GC responded that while North Arrow would abide by the terms of their Land Use Permit from 
the MVLWB, generally speaking it was not practical for small companies such as his to shut 
down when the remaining drilling time before freeze up was rapidly diminishing. As for the 
impact of exploration and drilling on caribou, although it was true the caribou herd numbers 
were down there was not yet a consensus what was causing this but there was no evidence 
grassroots exploration was the cause. That said, if caribou were in the immediate proximity to 
the drill site, his company would cease operating the drill until the caribou had passed.      
 
Councillor Erasmus asked what he meant by immediate vicinity to the drill site. 
 
GC replied that it would be close enough to disturb the caribou - a distance of 100m. 
 
John Clarke then asked why North Arrow had not signed an Akaitcho Exploration Agreement 
with YKDFN given that they were so close to agreement on many points. 
 
GC replied that it was the confidentiality clause(s) in the agreement that had caused concern to 
his Board of Directors. John responded that if Gordon could write him to him with details about 
this, YKDFN would be willing to look at the Exploration Agreement Template and see if it can be 
modified. 
 
Councillor Erasmus questioned the impact of low level flying on caribou.  
 
GC replied that North Arrow did not carry out low level flying. 
 
Another councillor asked GC about companies living up to the promises they have made and 
what could be done if they failed to do this. 
 
GC said it was North Arrow’s practice to always live up to their agreements and commitments 
and keeps their promises but that ultimately it was a question of trust. Then GC said if all else 
failed, it would be up to INAC to enforce what hadn’t occurred according to its legislation and 
lands use regulations. As for specifics with the YKDFN, it would be in North Arrow’s best 
interest to be good corporate citizens because if they were not it would be detrimental to any 
future land use applications with MVLWB.   
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John Carter joined the discussion by asking if, for example, North Arrow applied for a permit in 
Ontario for exploration work whether the government or permitting authority would look at why 
they hadn’t been granted a land use exploration permit in the NWT. 
 
Mike Byrne and GC replied that INAC didn’t have the jurisdiction to influence permitting in 
Ontario as it is a provincial responsibility.  
 
Chief Tsetta commented that it is concerns such as these that YKDFN will be expressing in their 
letter, stating in closing that ‘we will be working with our lawyers to discuss what can be done’ 
 
Councillor Bobby Drygeese asked about the Hay Duck property. 
 
GC responded that there has been some correspondence with the Chiefs about the Hay Duck 
project but this meeting was for the Lac de Gras project and the Hay Duck project will be dealt 
with at another time. 
 
Councillor Liza Pieper asked about the protection of sacred sites and what measures North 
Arrow would take to protect them if they are discovered during the course of excavation.  
 
GC responded that they would have the camp site and potential drill sites inspected by an 
archaeologist and they would not carry out work on identified sacred sites. Mike Byrne 
commented that the company had also offered to have an Akaitcho First Nation representative 
working with the certified archaeologist to conduct the archaeological field survey which was 
important as the Akaitcho First Nations had confidential traditional information which the Prince 
of Wales Northern Heritage Centre does not have. The results of the survey would then be 
reported to the Prince of Wales Northern Heritage Centre. 
 
Another councillor asked about what would happen if a mine was developed? 
 
GC replied that that the chances of discovering a mine were typically very small – something in 
the order of 1 in 10,000 exploration projects results in a mine, but without exploration there is no 
chance of discovery. In the event an ore body was found there would be a long timeline of 
preparation and regulation in the order of ten to fifteen years based on the experience of the 
current diamond mines that are operating in the NWT.  
 
4. Next Steps 
 
Chief Tsetta indicated that North Arrow would receive a formal reply from YKDFN following 
consultation with the membership and legal counsel. He committed to a response by August 13, 
2010. 
 
Discussion concluded at 9:15pm, following by a closing prayer. 


