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�ORTH SLAVE MÉTIS ALLIA�CE 
    PO Box 2301 Yellowknife, �T.  X1A 2P7 
 

 

 

August 15, 2010 

 

Tyree Mullaney, 

Regulatory Officer 
Mackenzie Valley Land and Water Board 
7th Floor – 4910 50th Ave 
PO Box 2130, Yellowknife, NT.  X1A 2P6   
Phone: (867) 669-0506,   
Fax: (867) 873-6610 
Email: permits@mvlwb.com 
 
 
Re: North Arrow Minerals Inc. Land User Permit Application MV2010C0039 

 

Dear Mr. Mullaney,  
 

The North Slave Métis Alliance (NSMA) acknowledges receipt of your request for 
comments regarding the above noted application, dated July 8th, 2010.  We also 
acknowledge that comments were requested by July 30th.  Unfortunately, due to 
capacity issues, we were unable to respond by the stated deadline. We are therefore 
relieved to learn that the intervention deadline has been extended to the 20th of August, 
2010, in order to allow further studies to be completed.   

As the elected political representative of the indigenous North Slave Métis People who 
have continuously used and occupied this area since long before Europeans 
implemented effective control over mineral resources, lands or waters, the NSMA is 
responsible for ensuring that it is “consulted and accommodated,” regarding all 
activities occurring on or potentially affecting its traditional lands, waters, or other 
renewable and non-renewable resources. This project is well within the boundaries of 
the North Slave Métis Traditional Territory, and is in an area of historic and current 
land occupancy and resource use.   

The NSMA received notification of the proposed Land Use Permit application from 
Gordon Clarke, of North Arrow Minerals Inc. on the 25th of March, 2010. On the 13th of 
April the NSMA requested some information from Mr. Clarke, in order to evaluate the 
need for an in-person meeting. That email is attached, for your reference. On the 2nd of 
June, 2010, I received a response from Mr. Clarke, which is also attached. As you can 
see, the response did not fully answer our questions.  
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We requested maps showing:  all the existing roads, trails, survey markers, rights of 
way, cleared areas or “cut lines”; all existing land use permits and their owners; all 
existing manmade structures; all proposed drill sites;  all proposed camp sites;  the 
location of any other proposed manmade structures; all water bodies; all known 
archaeological sites; - all known cultural (heritage, historic, cultural, etc) sites; and 
detailed claim boundaries showing claim numbers. 
 
We did receive a map showing existing roads, North Arrow’s claim boundaries and 
claim numbers, the location of the boundary between WLWB and MVLWB jurisdiction, 
and the location of New Nadina’s and ATW/Almanden’s existing camps, Diavik’s camp, 
and North Arrow’s potential camp site. Water bodies are shown, but not at a detailed 
scale.  The Tibbitt to Contwoyto winter road is shown, but no other trails or rights of 
way, cleared areas or cutlines, or existing man made structures. The proposed camp site 
is shown, but the location of other proposed man made structures is not shown, and the 
proposed drilling sites are not shown. 
 
In order to perform an assessment of the potential direct and cumulative impacts in the 
area, we need adequate maps of the various operations.  We still require a better map 
that shows the claim boundaries of the other land users in the area, including but not 
limited to New Nadina, Diavik, ATW/Almaden, and any other permits in the area.  
According to the June 19, 2010 version of the MVApps shape file posted on the MVLWB 
website, there are also Nuna Logistics, Peregrine Diamonds, Dunsmuir Ventures Ltd., 
Consolidated Global Diamond Corp., BHP Billiton, Nor West Rotors, and Southern Era 
Diamonds Inc. also located in the vicinity of the project.  We also still require a map 
showing the proposed drill sites and the proposed location of all man made structures 
including waste and fuel storage locations.  
 
We had also asked North Arrow: when they would propose to construct and occupy the 
camp; when each drill would be moved on and off site; how much waste will be 
produced, of what types, and what will be done with it; what equipment will be used, 
when, and how it will be transported. Some of these details were provided; however 
there was no specifics provided on timing of the land use. Wildlife and environmental 
impacts may be different at different times of year, so we do require that information.  
 
In response to our request for information about all known archaeological, cultural, 
heritage, and historic sites, North Arrow stated only that there were no known 
archaeological sites recorded by the Prince of Wales Northern Heritage Center.   
 
Since North Arrow has not yet provided all the information we requested, it is 
premature for NSMA to determine whether or not an in-person meeting is called for. 
Please remember, we suffer from severe deficiencies in funding and are just physically 
unable to perform all the tasks that we are mandated to do.  INAC provides the NSMA 
with less than $80,000 per year in order to perform many tasks including 
environmental assessments, regulatory approval reviews, policy and legislation 
reviews, and community based monitoring and capacity building. This work could only 
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be done adequately if we received 8-10 times the funding we receive. As it is, the 
funding provided is not even sufficient for one well qualified permanent staff member’s 
salary, never mind benefits, or the operational costs of maintaining office space and 
communications, or community consultation costs.  We are forced to participate in a 
reactionary mode, as and when possible, rather than being well organised and effective.  
All of Canada’s Crown Consultation with the NSMA is inadequate.  We simply can not 
afford to bring our community together to meet with every resource developer.  
 
We will appreciate the Board requiring North Arrow to provide us with the requested 
information , first, and then meet with us if requested. We suggest that our request can 
be accommodated by S. 22(2)(b) of MVLUR.   
 
The NSMA strongly supports sustainable resource development.  However, given the 
inadequacy of the information provided to date, our in-house preliminary screening for 
this project must take a very precautionary view.   We therefore identify the following 
potentially significant impacts and community concerns:  

1. Infringement of aboriginal rights and titles to the lands and resources.  

(Preliminary or legal matters, as well as Non-Renewable Natural Resource 

impacts.)  The NSMA has never been consulted with regards to the free-entry 
system of allocating mineral resource rights, and has never agreed through any 
comprehensive claims process to recognise third party claims to mineral titles.  
We assert Aboriginal Rights and Titles to the surface and subsurface of the lands 
and waters between Great Bear Lake and Great Slave Lake, from the Mackenzie 
River valley to the Barrenlands at least as far as Contwoyto Lake. Any 
exploitation of resources that does not provide a partnership or royalty for 
NSMA does not adequately respect our status as aboriginal land owners, 
occupiers and users of the lands.  Section 18 of the MVLUR assumes that Crown 
Lands are not encumbered by existing aboriginal titles, and is therefore incorrect 
and constitutionally invalid.  Mitigation for the infringements of our rights would 
be to provide a fair share of options or other commercial rights to the profits 
should the land use operation result at some time in the future in a profitable 
development.  This impact should have been identified under section 5 of the 
screening form, under non-renewable natural resource depletion and property 
rights disputes. Since the MVLUR do not provide for such arrangements to be 
required, this is an unmitigable impact of potential significance.   

2. Use of helicopters in caribou habitat.  (biological environment, wildlife 

Behavioural changes as well as interacting environment, aboriginal rights 

to harvest.) The barrenland caribou are reportedly in such low numbers that 
the aboriginal harvest has been restricted. The impact on caribou movements 
and energy budgets from disturbance by helicopter and other aircraft flying at 
low levels is not adequately known, but can be presumed. We do not want any 
low level flying of any kind over caribou. A potential mitigation would be to do 
all aerial work during times when there are no caribou likely to be present. 
Please note, we do not support the mitigation of ceasing activities when caribou 
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are seen. We want the activities to be scheduled only during the times when it is 
unlikely that any caribou will be in, or approach, the area.  

3. Cumulative impacts to caribou and other wildlife habitats.  (biological 

environment, vegetation and wildlife as well as aboriginal rights to 

harvest. Behavioural changes and habitat changes) Without more 
information regarding the existing area and quality of caribou habitat, compared 
to the cumulative habitat impacts from numerous projects, we can not tell 
whether or not a significant proportion of important caribou summer range is 
being taken up or deteriorated by development.  We are concerned about the 
number of fires over the past 30-50 years, and how much caribou habitat has 
been burnt. We are concerned that the remaining caribou habitat may be 
insufficient to maintain a suitably large caribou population, or that 
developments are interfering with caribou movements from one habitat area to 
others. A much more detailed analysis is required to determine whether the 
large number of projects operating in the Lac De Gras area are interfering with 
caribou migration, summer grazing, or breeding.  Mitigation for this potential 
impact would be to do more desk-top analysis with good data on caribou habitat, 
and ensure no activity is taking place in areas where caribou are likely to be at 
the time.  Also, more research is needed to determine how long it takes for a 
camp site or drill site that has been impacted by human use takes to return to 
productive caribou habitat, and to what degree that depends on the season of 
use.   

4. Uncontrolled land use and development in advance of land use planning or 

resource inventory.  (Social and Economic impacts)  The NSMA does not 
have the capacity to conduct land use planning on its own, and is not being 
included in any other land use planning exercises ongoing within our traditional 
territory. The community is strongly concerned that decisions are being made in 
an absence of adequate information, that the regulation and inspection of the 
activities is not up to expected standards, and that environmental standards and 
monitoring are inadequate to maintain the environmental quality required to 
continue to exercise our existing aboriginal and treaty rights. Mitigation for this 
impact would be to engage in a land use planning exercise in advance of any 
further development in the Lac De Gras area. Alternatively, extensive project 
specific studies could be required to determine likely cumulative impacts of the 
proposed development.  

5. Interference with land and water use for other purposes. (Social and 

Economic).  The North Slave Métis are prevented from enjoying peaceful 
practice of their traditional lifestyle in the area of Lac De Gras due to the density 
of exploration, mining, and tourism projects. Harvesters are hesitant to fish or 
pick berries near projects due to concerns of contamination, resource depletion, 
crowding, noise, and lack of privacy. A possible mitigation for these community 
concerns would be to keep close track of all transportation to and from the area, 
and up to date monitoring of site occupancy, for the information of the 
communities in deciding whether or not to travel to a certain area at a certain 
time. This information must be easily accessible in a usable manner, and not 
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require so much work to find out that it becomes a major inconvenience. As 
owners and occupiers of the lands and waters, NSMA members have a right to 
know who, when, and how people are accessing their lands and waters. 

6. Interference with Heritage Resources (Cultural and Heritage impacts).  The 
NSMA does not recognise the archaeological site inventory of the PWNC as being 
complete, nor do we recognise their collection of archaeological information as 
being inclusive of heritage and cultural information. In particular, we note that 
very little attention has been given to the Métis culture, or role in the history and 
development of the NWT. The GNWT in general has dismissed our existence and 
rights.  Proof of this lack of respect can be seen in the failure to recognise Michiff 
as one of the official languages of the NWT. Another example is the systematic 
removal of Métis place names from Métis heritage sites such as Fort Rae, Lac La 
Martre and Beaulieu Fort.  We do not trust southern non-Métis researchers to 
know what to look for, or how to interpret Métis artefacts. They do not even 
include Métis history in their pre-field research.  Only the Métis are competent to 
determine whether or not a culturally important heritage or archaeological 
resource is at risk. Project developers are highly likely to either accidentally, or 
intentionally, destroy information or sites of value to the NSMA.  The mitigation 
for this likely impact is to have the NSMA conduct a heritage resource 
assessment prior to any disturbance of any site, including camp sites, drill sites, 
and all areas where trenching or digging will be done, or where any vegetation 
may be removed.  Please note that a heritage resources assessment is much 
more than a simple archaeological survey. Archaeological resources are only one 
type of heritage resource.  Only the Métis are capable of assessing impacts to 
aesthetically important sites, or effects to aboriginal Métis lifestyle.  

 

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to email me at the address provided 
below.  

 

Sincerely, 

 
 
 
Sheryl Grieve, B.Sc. 
Manager of Environment, Lands and Resources 
enviromgr@nsma.net 
 
c.c. Gordon Clarke gord@northarrowminerals.com  
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Elaine Briere - MVLWB

From: Environmental Manager [enviromgr@nsma.net]
Sent: Sunday, August 15, 2010 1:13 PM
To: permits@mvlwb.com
Cc: gord@northarrowminerals.com
Subject: North Arrow LUP
Attachments: 2010-08-20 NSMA inervention.pdf

Please accept the attached comments on behalf of the NSMA. 


