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Territories Finance 

Ms. Heather Bourassa 
Chairperson 
Sahtu Land Use Planning Board 
BOX 235 
FORT GOOD HOPE NT XOE OHO 

Dear Ms. Bourassa: 

APR - 8 201~ 

Conformity Review of Mackenzie Valley Fibre Link (MVFL) Project Land and Water 
Applications 

I am pleased to provide some additional information to assist the Sahtu Land Use Planning 
Board (SLUPB) in making its conformity determination with respect to our land and water 
applications filed with the Mackenzie Valley Land and Water Board and the SLUPB on March 
17, 2014. 

As documented in the Project Description Report accompanying our applications, the MVFL is 
proposed to be located within the General Use Zone and several Special Management Zones. 
Our review of the Sahtu Land Use Plan indicates that the MVFL must comply with Conformity 
Requirements# 2- 14. Table 1 "MVFL Conformity Summary" presents a summary of how the 
MVFL complies with each Conformity Requirement and where in the PDR further information 
about how the MVFL complies can be found. We trust the information in Table 1 and the PDR is 
sufficient for the SLUPB to make its conformity determination. 

The MVFL is a priority of the GNWT as it will provide improved telecommunication services to 
residents and businesses in Mackenzie Valley communities enabling improved delivery of 
government services, increased healthcare and educational opportunities, and new and 
expanded business opportunities. We look forward to a timely determination by the SLUPB and 
are available to respond to any enquires you may have. 

a dy Kalgutkar 
Deputy Secretary of the FMB 

Attachment 

c. Sean Craig, P3 Analyst, Department of Finance 
Scott Paszkiewicz, Land Use Planner/Executive Director, Sahtu Land Use Planning 
Board 

Government of the Northwest Territories, P.O. Box 1320, Yellowknife, NT Canada XlA 2L9 
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Table 1  MVFL Conformity Summary 

Conformity Requirement MVFL project Response Location in PDR where addressed  

CR#1 -  Land Use Zoning 
Land must be used in accordance 
with the Land Use Zones 

The MVFL is proposed to be located within existing and planned 
infrastructure corridors in the Sahtu Settlement Area.  The MVFL is 
located within General Use and Special Management Zones (SMZ) 
which allow for telecommunications infrastructure.  
While the MVFL is not planned to be located in any Conservation 
Zones, the Plan does allow for the construction of the highway, gas 
pipeline and associated infrastructure in these zones as long as CR’s 
2 a- d are complied with.  

Sections 3.4 and 4.9.3.2 
Figure 4-12 
Shape files of the route have been 
provided to the Planning Board.  

CR#2 – Community Engagement 
and Traditional Knowledge 

The GNWT has engaged communities along the proposed route of 
the MVFL on many occasions.  Initially, the GNWT contracted the 
K’asho Got’ine Development Corporation and 5858 NWT Limited in 
the K’asho Got'ine and Tulita Districts respectively, to complete the 
planning and preliminary environmental screening for the 
Mackenzie Valley Highway (MVH). The MVH initially included the 
fibre optic cable as a component of the project.  The development 
of the MVH Project Description Reports (PDR) in each of the 
Districts were led by regional Aboriginal groups who engaged 
community residents to provide traditional knowledge and other 
input in selecting the route, road design and mitigations included in 
the PDRs.  The MVFL has utilized the results of these PDRs in its 
design, effects assessment and mitigations.  
Additionally, the MVFL has held 2 rounds of consultations with the 
public and Aboriginal organizations in communities along the route 
(Fort Good Hope, Norman Wells and Tulita) and one round of 
consultation in Deline and Colville Lake.  

Sections 4.9 and 5. Appendix I.  

CR# 3 Community Benefits 
Developments must demonstrate 
benefits to residents and 
communities and/or the larger 
public interest. 

Installation of the MVFL will provide residents along the route with 
improved telecommunication services for personal, educational, 
health care and business needs.  Residents in Sahtu communities 
not connected to the MVFL may also receive increased services as a 
result of indirect access to the MVFL through microwave 
connection rather than the current satellite link currently serving 

Sections 3.2, 3.8.3, 3.9.3, 5.3, 6.6.10 
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Conformity Requirement MVFL project Response Location in PDR where addressed  

Colville Lake and Deline.  The MVFL will also provide improved 
service to Inuvik and allow for expansion of the Inuvik Satellite 
Station Facility which will provide employment and business 
opportunities to residents of the NWT. 
The GNWT is in the process of negotiating an Access Agreement 
with the K’asho Got’ine Land Corporation for access to private 
lands. A copy of the letter indicating this is appended and included 
in the applications to the MVLWB.  

CR#4 Archaeological and Burial 
Sites 

A cultural and historical resources overview of the route has been 
completed and is presented in the PDR. An Archaeological Impact 
Assessment is planned to be undertaken in advance of construction 
which will include a field survey of the route and development of 
any necessary mitigations to the satisfaction of the Prince of Wales 
Northern Heritage Centre. 

Sections 4.9.5, 6.6.10 

CR#5 Watershed Management  The MVFL has applied for a Type B water licence to use water for 
camp purposes and for directional drilling to allow the cable to be 
placed under streams and rivers that are flowing during 
construction.  The application also includes a contingency to use 
water to strengthen the snow trail should there be insufficient 
snow during construction.  Along the all- weather highway and 
winter road, it is anticipated that water will be sourced from 
municipalities. Bathymetric surveys will be undertaken between 
Fort Good Hope and the Dempster Highway during summer 2014 to 
identify water sources for approval by the MVLWB.  All methods 
used to cross water courses by the cable are intended to avoid 
direct interaction with water and are approved by the Department 
of Fisheries and Oceans, contingent on specific mitigations being 
followed. The intent of the project is to avoid direct interaction 
with water during the cable laying process.  
All solid waste and sewage will be disposed in municipal facilities 
along the route. Along the winter road greywater will be disposed 
of in communities.  Between Fort Good Hope and the Dempster 
Highway greywater will either be treated and disposed of in 

Sections 3.8.4, 3.8.6, 3.8.7, 3.8.9, 
4.5, 4.6, 6.6.4, 6.6.5, 8.2. Appendices 
A, B and E.  
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Conformity Requirement MVFL project Response Location in PDR where addressed  

locations approved by the MVLWB or disposed of in municipal 
facilities. 
The potential effects of the project on water quality and quantity 
have been assessed and are reported in the PDR. In is anticipated 
that following the application of mitigations, effects to water 
quality and quantity are none to negligible.  

CR#6 Drinking Water  The project passes through the drinking water source catchment 
areas for Tulita, Norman Wells and Fort Good Hope.  The project 
does not involve the release of contaminants to the environment or 
activities that will result in negative effects to water; therefore no 
effects to drinking water in the Sahtu communities or downstream 
users are predicted.  

Sections 3.8.4, 3.8.6, 3.8.7, 3.8.9, 
4.5, 4.6, 6.6.4, 6.6.5, 8.2. Appendices 
A and B. 

CR#7 Impacts to Fish and Wildlife  Documentation of existing biophysical conditions has utilized the 
literature available currently. Once proposed mitigations are 
applied, residual effects of the development on fish and wildlife are 
predicted to be none to low.   
The potential effects of the project on fish and wildlife are 
documented in the PDR. A number of mitigations will be employed 
to prevent or reduce potential impacts, including but not limited  
to: 

 Conducting most activities 50 – 100 m from water courses 

 Not directly interacting with water or fish habitat during 
construction 

 Adhering to DFO’s former Operational Statements, 
Protocols and guidance to avoid serious harm to fish 

 Preparation of a Wildlife and Wildlife Habitat Protection 
Plan in consultation with ENR and Environment Canada 

 Conducting construction activities during winter when most 
bird species are not in the area 

 Maintain clean work and camp areas 

 Proper waste management 

 Employment of wildlife monitors during construction 

 Nest and den surveys prior to construction 

Sections 3.5, 3.7.3.8, 4, 6, 7, 8 and 
10.  
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Conformity Requirement MVFL project Response Location in PDR where addressed  

 Suspension of activities when caribou within 500 m 

 Training of workers in bear safety 

 Adherence to flight altitude guidelines 

 Contractor to prepare Environmental Protection Plan 

CR#8 Species Introductions Most equipment used on the project is expected to be supplied 
from the communities along the route; however, some specialized 
trenching equipment will need to be brought onto the project site. 
The GNWT will require the Contractor to thoroughly clean its 
equipment prior to mobilizing it from outside of the NWT to the 
project to minimize the risk of introducing foreign species. 

NA 

CR#9 Sensitive Species and 
Features 

Preparation of the PDR involved the examination of available 
information about terrain, vegetation, water, fish and wildlife in the 
region. The project is aware of listed species a risk, species under 
consideration for listing and species of concern through NWT and 
federal databases. The project is also aware of sensitive terrain 
features along the proposed route. 
Measures to mitigate the effects of the project on sensitive species 
and features have been included in the PDR. Further measures may 
be applied as a result of the field studies planned for summer 2014. 

Sections 4, 6 and 7.  

CR#10 Permafrost The project will be constructed in the Sahtu region during winter 
when all soils are frozen. This approach will limit the exposure of 
frozen soils to warm temperatures, reducing potential effects on 
permafrost.  Other mitigations to protect permafrost include: 

 Areas of thaw sensitive terrain will be avoided wherever 
possible 

 A minimum of 15 cm snowpack will be present on all work 
surfaces 

 Clearing of vegetation for preparation of work area will be 
kept to a minimum 

Degrading permafrost presents a risk to the integrity of the cable: 
as such the project will avoid actions that could degrade 
permafrost. 
 

Sections 4.1 and 6.5 
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Conformity Requirement MVFL project Response Location in PDR where addressed  

CR#11 Project Specific Monitoring  The PDR documents the Valued Components in the Project area. 
The project intends to employ wildlife monitors from local 
communities during construction and will be inspected by the 
MVLWB for adherence to the land use permit and water licence. 
The GNWT intends to conduct an inspection of the MVFL following 
construction and for several years following construction to 
examine potential unanticipated effects. If unanticipated effects are 
present the GNWT will review adaptive management options with 
the regulatory authorities. 
 

Section 6.  

CR#12 Financial Security The GNWT is exempt from the need to post financial security for 
land and water use. 
 

NA 

CR#13 Closure and Reclamation The project is a linear construction project that will execute the 
work and clean up and restore the work site as the work spread 
progresses along the route.  Once construction activity has been 
completed, all work areas, including the linear work area in which 
the cable is installed will be allowed to revegetate naturally. There 
is no ongoing need for brushing of the MVFL route. Immediately 
following construction, works sites will be inspected and any 
necessary reclamation will be undertaken. The route will be 
inspected during the first two snow free seasons following 
construction. Remedial activity to address potential effects on 
terrain or other valued components, if necessary, will be 
implemented following approval of the regulatory authorities. 
 

Sections 3.10 and 6.  

CR#14 Protection of Special Values The route of the MVFL through the Sahtu was selected by 
beneficiaries of the K’asho Got’ine and Tulita Districts during the 
planning for the Mackenzie Valley Highway. The MVFL passes 
through the General Use and several Special Management Zones in 
the Sahtu.  Mitigations employed by the MVFL are intended to 
protect the values to be protected and respected in each of the 
SMZ. This includes archaeological and burial sites, physical heritage, 

Sections 4, 5, 6 and 7.  
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Conformity Requirement MVFL project Response Location in PDR where addressed  

terrain, vegetation, wildlife, fish and water quality and quantity. In 
addition to the mitigations presented in the PDR to protect these 
values, the GNWT will be undertaking additional studies prior to 
construction to collect additional information and develop any 
additional mitigations necessary. These studies include:  

 Archaeological field survey and impact assessment 

 Bathymetric studies to identify potential water sources 

 Bear den and nest surveys. 

 


