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Dear Mr. Hagen: 

MAY 2 6 2014 

MV2014X0009/MV2014L 10003 Applications - Request for Decisions from the Board 

According to the direction included in the Rules for Procedure (MVLWB 2004), the Government 
of the Northwest Territories (GNWT) hereby requests the Mackenzie Valley Land and Water 
Board (MVLWB) to rule on the following questions. 

Background 

The MVLWB wrote to the GNWT on May 1, 2014 stating that the above noted applications could 
not be considered further until conformance with approved land use plans and access to private 
lands is confirmed. On page 2 of the letter, the MVLWB states "Once the propo'Sed activity has 
been deemed in conformance with the Land Use Plans and meets the eligibility requirements as 
set out in Section 18 of the MVLUR, the MVLWB will continue to process the Applications." 

On May 2, 2014 the Sahtu Land Use Planning Board released its conformity decision and 
Reasons for Decision. The SLUPB indicates that it requires a new application to be filed to 
determine conformity as evidenced by the following excerpts from the Reasons for Decision. 

P7, 3rct paragraph, "If the proponent decides to submit a new application, the application 
should contain evidence of signed benefits agreements or a record demonstrating that 
good faith attempts have been carried out to define benefits to the communities before 
the proponent asks the Board to consider broader public interests." 

P7, Last paragraph, ''The Board has made its determination based on the project as 
presented. This decision does not preclude the proponent from filing a new application 
with new information, which will be considered a new activity." 

On April 14, 2014, the Gwich'in Land Use Planning Board wrote to the MVLWB stating that a 
conformity decision could not be made until additional information is provided. 
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In summary, the MVLWB has communicated that the existing application and review process 
will continue, whereas the SLUPB states that a new application must be filed for a conformity 
decision to be made. The GNWT intends to supply the information requested by the SLUPB and 
GLUPB to enable a positive conformity decision to be made; however, the uncertainty about 
whether the information can be provided within the current review process or must be submitted 
as a new application needs to be resolved to avoid further delays. 

Questions 

The GNWT requests the MVLWB to answer the following questions to enable our Project Team 
to determine how to most efficiently proceed in meeting the requirements of the parties: 

Can the current review process continue as per the communication of the MVLWB or is the 
GNWT required to submit a new application as stated by the SLUPB? 

Has the MVLWB engaged the GLUPB and SLUPB in responding to the above decision so that 
the MVL WB can confirm that the SLUPB and GLUPB will act in accordance with the MVL WB's 
decision? 

If the current process can continue, will the review of the additional information requested to 
address conformity be conducted solely by the Planning Boards or will the MVL WB also subject 
this conformity information to public review, and, if so what will that process entail? 

Should a new application be required, will the MVL WB decide on conformity with land use plans 
or will it seek a conformity determination from the Planning Boards? 

We look forward to a timely determination on the above questions to enable the GNWT to take 
the necessary action to achieve project approvals in a timely manner. Please do not hesitate to 
contact me should you have any questions. 

Sincerely, 

Sandy Kalgutkar 
Deputy Secretary of the FMB 

c. Sean Craig, P3 Analyst, Finance 


