
From: Shannon Allerston
To: Permits
Subject: FW: LYMP questions
Date: Tuesday, August 2, 2016 1:22:50 PM

Please put the below e-mail on the Registry for MV2014X0002 – Long Term Monitoring Plan Follow-
up Questions
Thanks!
 

From: Shannon Allerston 
Sent: July-07-16 11:48 AM
To: 'ron.breadmore@aandc.gc.ca'
Subject: LYMP questions
 
Thanks Ron,
I think I just need a little bit of help understanding the tables appended to the back and some statements
in the report
I’ve tried to show my confusion below:
 
From the LTMP Report:

·         “Confirmatory sample results were available before the completion of the remedial works for all
locations except one zone within the Blanchet Mine Area (see Section 4.5).”

·         “Analytical results were compared to site-specific target levels (SSTLs) and CCME criteria for
agricultural and residential/parkland land use.”

·         “Remediation objectives were met for all but one sample at the Blanchet Island Mine site.”
·         “Adaptive management approaches rely on the use of action levels which provide a clear link

between monitoring results and responses”
·         “These action levels are highly conservative preliminary screening tools to indicate changing

environmental conditions and do not necessarily indicate contamination of environmental media
or potential for biological effects. Determination of these action levels were assessed for each
specific aquatic monitoring component below. Should exceedances demonstrate an increasing
trend in contaminant concentrations, the second “moderate” or third “high” tier will be established
to help in determining appropriate response actions.”

·         Action levels: Turbidity: +5 NTU; Metals: SSTL and >20% increase in baseline COC;
Hydrocarbons: detectable

·         Monitoring endpoints: Water quality samples below the SSTLs derived for the given site and for
the specific COCs; Clear trend of decreasing concentration in sediment observed over a
minimum of three sampling events.

 
Questions:

1.     What is the action level when 20% greater than baseline exceeds the SSTL? (i.e. Arsenic and
Cobalt– Blanchet Island Surface Water; Copper – Outpost Island Surface Water)

2.     Why is there no SSTL for arsenic at Outpost Island surface waters?
3.     Tables B-1 to B-5 show more than one site exceeding SSTLs during confirmatory sampling in

soils (remediation objectives) and detectable hydrocarbons. Please explain this compared to the
statement above and whether or not action is required prior to LTM or is it just monitoring for
decreasing trends at this point?

4.     What are the site specific action levels for TSS? Why aren’t they in Table A-2 and A-3?
5.     What is the plan for sites whose current baseline arsenic levels (and other metals) in sediment

are so high? (i.e. BIM-ST3 - Total Arsenic (As) MOE:6 CCME ISQG: 5.9 CCME PEL:17 Generic
Guideline: 5.9 Baseline +20%: 19200)

6.     What are “acceptable metal concentrations” in sediment? Anything showing a decreasing trend?
 
Comments:
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1.     There are references to Appendices in the body of the Reports but no appendices labelled as
such – the content match the Tables and Figures attachments but the references are backwats
(Appendix A – Figures which are the second attachment)

2.     FYI: we changed the response identification table to correctly identify the response to comment
ID 8 in subsection 4.5.5, page 4-7.

 
Thanks!
 
Shannon Allerston, MA, MSc
Regulatory Officer
Mackenzie Valley Land and Water Board
7th Floor, 4922 48th St, PO Box 2130 | Yellowknife, NT | X1A 2P6
ph  867.766.7457 | fax 867.873.6610
sallerston@mvlwb.com | www.mvlwb.com
 
Please note:  All correspondence to the Board, including emails, letters, faxes and attachments are
public documents and may be  posted to the public registry.
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