
 

May 12, 2020               File: MV2019L8-0014 
 
 
Mr. Tom Maher 
Government of the Northwest Territories – Marine Transportation Services 
1-104 Ave 
Hay River NT   X03 0R9 Sent via email  
 
Dear Mr. Maher: 
 
Issuance of Type B Water Licence 
MTS Dockyards – Hay River 
 
Attached is Water Licence MV2019L8-0014 granted by the Mackenzie Valley Land and Water Board 
(MVLWB or the Board) in accordance with the Mackenzie Valley Resource Management Act and Waters 
Act. This Licence has been approved for a period of Ten (10) Years effective May 12, 2020 and expiring 
May 11, 2030.   
 
Conditions and General Procedures 
Please read all conditions carefully. For the purpose of submitting plans in accordance with this Licence, 
the date of this letter, May 12, 2020, is the date of issuance. Also attached is a copy of the General 
Procedures for the Administration of Licences in the Northwest Territories. The MVLWB requests that 
you review these and address any questions to the Board’s office.    
 
On April 1, 2020, during the review of the application, Department of Fisheries and Oceans indicated 
that sufficient information is not available for a decision to be made relating to the possibility of the 
death of fish and/or the harmful alteration, disruption or destruction of fish habitat.  The Board is 
requiring that GNWT – MTS address the comment and submit confirmation that the codes of practice 
identified in Fisheries and Oceans Canada Comment 1. If GNWT – MTS cannot meet the identified codes 
a practice, GNWT – MTS is to submit a request for review to the Department of Fisheries, confirmation is 
to be submitted to the Board.   This is to be address prior to the commencement of work on any of the 
sites.  
 
Public Registry 
A copy of this Licence has been filed on the Public Registry at the office of the MVLWB.  Please be 
advised that this letter, with attached procedures, all inspection reports, and correspondence related 
thereto is part of the Public Registry and is intended to keep all interested parties informed of the 
manner in which the Licence requirements are being met. All Public Registry material will be considered 
if an amendment to the Licence is requested.  

 

 

…/2 

http://www.mvlwb.ca/Boards/mv/SitePages/registry.aspx


 

-2- 
The full cooperation of Government of the Northwest Territories – Marine Transportation Services is 
anticipated and appreciated.  If you have any questions or concerns, please contact Tyree Mullaney at 
(867) 766-7464 or email tyree@mvlwb.com.  
 
Yours sincerely, 

 
Mavis Cli-Michaud 
MVLWB, Chair 
 
Copied to:   Distribution List 
  
Attached:  Water Licence MV2019L8-0014 
 Reasons for Decision  
 General Procedures for the Administration of Licences in the Northwest Territories 
 

mailto:tyree@mvlwb.com


 

Mackenzie Valley Land and Water Board 
Water Licence 

 

 
Pursuant to the Mackenzie Valley Resource Management Act, Waters Act, and Waters Regulations, the 
Mackenzie Valley Land and Water Board, hereinafter referred to as the Board, hereby grants to: 
 

Tom Maher, Government of the Northwest Territories – Marine Transportation Services  

(Licensee) 
 

of 1-104 Ave, Hay River, NT   X03 0R9 

 (Mailing Address) 
 
hereinafter called the Licensee, the right to alter, divert, or otherwise use water subject to the 
restrictions and conditions contained in the Waters Act and Regulations made thereunder and subject to 
and in accordance with the conditions specified in this Licence. 
 
Licence Number: MV2019L8-0014 

  
Licence Type: B 

  
Water Management Area: Northwest Territories 01 

  
Location: 60 52’N 115 44’W 

  
Purpose: To use water and dispose of waste and associated 

uses 

  
Description: Miscellaneous 

  
Quantity of Water not to be exceeded: 99 cubic metres (m3) 

  
Effective date of Licence: May 12, 2020 

  
Expiry date of Licence: May 11, 2030 

  
This Licence issued and recorded at Yellowknife includes and is subject to the annexed conditions. 

 
Mackenzie Valley Land and Water Board 

   
________________________________  ________________________________ 
Mavis Cli-Michaud, Chair  Amanda Gauthier, Witness 
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Type B Water Licence MV2019L8-0014 
Government of the Northwest Territories – Martine Transportation Services – Miscellaneous 

 
Table of Contents 
 
Part A:  Scope and Defined Terms 
Part B:  General Conditions  
Part C:  Security   
Part D:  Water Use  
Part E:  Construction 
Part F:  Waste and Water Management  
Part G:  Aquatic Effects Monitoring  
Part H:  Spill Contingency Planning  
Part I:  Closure and Reclamation 
 
Schedules  
Schedule 1:  Annual Water Licence Report (Part B) 
Schedule 2 Sediment Sampling Parameters (Part F) 
 
Annex A: Concordance Table of Items Requiring Submission  
Annex B: Table of Revision History 
  



 

MV2019L8-0014 – GNWT – MTS - Miscellaneous Page 2 of 13 

Part A: Scope and Defined Terms  
 

Scope: 
 
1. This Licence entitles the Licensee to use Water and deposit Waste for miscellaneous 

activities at the designated ports in Hay River, Northwest Territories.  
 
The scope of this Licence includes the following:  

a) Removal of sediment; and 
b) Deposit of Waste. 

 

SCOPE 

2. The scope of this Licence is as described in the Preliminary Screening MV2019L8-
0014, dated April 30, 2020.  
 

SCOPE – PRELIMINARY 
SCREENING 

 
 

3. This Licence is issued subject to the conditions contained herein with respect to the 
use of Water and the deposit of Waste in any Waters or in any place under any 
conditions where such Waste or any other Waste that results from the deposits of 
such Waste may enter any Waters. Any change made to the Waters Act and the 
Waters Regulations that affects licence conditions and defined terms will be deemed 
to have amended this Licence.  
 

LEGISLATION SUBJECT 
TO CHANGE 

4. Compliance with this Licence does not relieve the Licensee from responsibility for 
compliance with the requirements of any applicable federal, territorial, or municipal 
legislation.  
 

LEGISLATIVE 
COMPLIANCE 
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Defined Terms1: 
 

Board – the Mackenzie Valley Land and Water Board established under subsection 99(1) of the Mackenzie Valley 
Resource Management Act. 
 
Construction – any activities undertaken during any phase of the Project to construct or build any structures, 
facilities or components of, or associated with, the development of the Project. 
 
Discharge – a direct or indirect deposit or release of any Water or Waste to the Receiving Environment. 
 

Effluent – a Wastewater Discharge. 
 
Engagement Plan – a document, developed in accordance with the MVLWB Engagement and Consultation Policy 
and the Engagement Guidelines for Applicants and Holders of Water Licences and Land Use Permits, that clearly 
describes how, when, and which engagement activities will occur with an affected party during the life of the 
Project.  
 
Hazardous Waste – a Waste which, because of its quantity, concentration, or characteristics, may be harmful to 
human health or the environment when improperly treated, stored, transported, or discharged. 
Inspector – an Inspector designated by the Minister under subsection 65(1) of the Waters Act. 
 
Licensee – the holder of this Licence. 
 
Minister – the Minister of the Government of the Northwest Territories (GNWT) – Environment and Natural 
Resources. 
 
Ordinary High Water Mark – the usual or average level to which a Watercourse rises at its highest point and remains 
for sufficient time so as to change the characteristics of the land. In flowing Watercourses (rivers, streams), this 
refers to an active channel/bank-full level, which is often the 1:2 year flood flow return level. In inland lakes, 
wetlands or marine environments, it refers to those parts of the Watercourse bed and banks that are frequently 
flooded by Water so as to leave a mark on the land and where the natural vegetation changes from predominantly 
aquatic vegetation to terrestrial vegetation (excepting Water tolerant species). For reservoirs, this refers to normal 
high operating levels (full supply level). 
 
Progressive Reclamation – Closure and Reclamation activities conducted during the operating phase of the Project.   
 
Project – the undertaking described in Part A, Conditions 1 and 2.  
 
Receiving Environment – the natural environment that, directly or indirectly, receives any deposit of Waste from 
the Project. 
 
Remediation – the removal, reduction, or neutralization of substances, Wastes, or hazardous materials from a site 
in order to prevent or minimize any adverse effects on the environment and public safety, now or in the future. 

 
Runoff – the overland flow of Water or Wastewater that occurs when precipitation, meltwater, or other Water is 
not absorbed by the land. 
 
Seepage – any Water or Waste that drains, passes through, or escapes from any structure designed to contain, 
withhold, divert, or retain Water or Waste. 
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Spill Contingency Plan (SCP) – a document developed for the Project in accordance with INAC’s Guidelines for Spill 
Contingency Planning.  
 
Traditional Knowledge – the cumulative, collective body of knowledge, experience and values built up by a group 
of people through generations of living in close contact with nature. It builds upon the historic experiences of a 
people and adapts to social, economic, environmental, spiritual, and political change. 
 

Unauthorized Discharge – a Discharge of any Water or Waste not authorized under this Licence  
 
Waste – as defined in section 1 of the Waters Act: 

a) a substance that, if added to water, would degrade or alter or form part of a process of degradation or alteration 
of the quality of the water to an extent that is detrimental to its use by people or by an animal, fish or plant, or 

b) water that contains a substance in such a quantity or concentration, or that has been so treated, processed or 
changed, by heat or other means, that it would, if added to other water, degrade or alter or form part of a 
process of degradation or alteration of the quality of that water to the extent described in paragraph (a), 

and includes 
c) a substance or water that, for the purposes of the Canada Water Act, is deemed to be waste, 
d) a substance or class of substances prescribed by regulations made under subparagraph 63(1)(b)(i), 
e) water that contains a substance or class of substances in a quantity or concentration that is equal to or greater 

than a quantity or concentration prescribed in respect of that substance or class of substances by regulations 
made under subparagraph 63(1)(b)(ii), and  

f) water that has been subjected to a treatment, process or change prescribed by regulations made under 
subparagraph 63(1)(b)(iii).  

 
Waste Management Plan (WMP) – a document, developed in accordance with the MVLWB Guidelines for 
Developing a Waste Management Plan, that describes the methods of Waste management for the Project from 
Waste generation to final disposal.  
 
Wastewater – any Water that is generated by Project activities or originates on-site, and which contains Waste, 
and may include, but is not limited to, Runoff, Seepage, Sewage, Minewater, and Effluent. 
 
Water – as defined in section 1 of the Waters Act: water under the administration and control of the Commissioner, 
whether in a liquid or frozen state, on or below the surface of land. 
 
Watercourse – as defined in section 1 of the Waters Regulations: a natural watercourse, body of Water or Water 
supply, whether usually containing Water or not, and includes Groundwater, springs, swamps, and gulches. 
 
Waters Regulations – the regulations proclaimed pursuant to section 63 of the Waters Act.  
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 Part B: General Conditions   
 

 

1.  The Licensee shall ensure a copy of this Licence is maintained on site at all times. 
 

COPY OF LICENCE 

2.  The Licensee shall take every reasonable precaution to protect the environment. 
 

PRECAUTION TO 
PROTECT 

ENVIRONMENT 
 

3.  In conducting its activities under this Licence, the Licensee shall make every reasonable 
effort to consider and incorporate any scientific information and Traditional Knowledge 
that is made available to the Licensee.  
 

INCORPORATE 
SCIENTIFIC 

INFORMATION AND 
TRADITIONAL 
KNOWLEDGE 

 

4.  In each submission required by this Licence or by any directive from the Board, the 
Licensee shall identify all recommendations based on Traditional Knowledge received, 
describe how the recommendations were incorporated into the submission, and 
provide justification for any recommendation not adopted. 
 

IDENTIFY 
TRADITIONAL 
KNOWLEDGE 

 

5.  All references to policies, guidelines, codes of practice, statutes, regulations, or other 
authorities shall be read as a reference to the most recent versions, unless otherwise 
noted.  
 

REFERENCES 
 

6.  The Licensee shall ensure all submissions to the Board: 

a) Are in accordance with the MVLWB Document Submission Standards; 
b) Include a conformity statement or table which identifies where the requirements 

of this Licence, or other directives from the Board, are addressed; and  
c) Include any additional information requested by the Board.  

 

SUBMISSION 
FORMAT AND 
CONFORMITY 

 

7.  The Licensee shall ensure management plans are submitted to the Board in a format 
consistent with the MVLWB Standard Outline for Management Plans, unless otherwise 
specified.  
 

MANAGEMENT 
PLAN FORMAT 

 

8.  The Licensee shall comply with all Plans, including revisions, approved pursuant to the 
conditions of this Licence.  
 

COMPLY WITH 
SUBMISSIONS AND 

REVISIONS 
 

9.  The Licensee shall conduct an annual review of all plans, programs, manuals, studies 
and make any revisions necessary to reflect changes in operations, contact information, 
or other details. No later than March 31 each year, the Licensee shall send a notification 
letter to the Board, listing the documents that have been reviewed and do not require 
revisions.  
 

ANNUAL REVIEW 

10.  The Licensee may propose changes at any time by submitting revised plans, programs, 
manuals, or studies to the Board, for approval, a minimum of 90 days prior to the 
proposed implementation date for the changes. The Licensee shall not implement the 
changes until approved by the Board. 
 

REVISIONS 
 

11.  The Licensee shall revise any submission and submit it as per the Board’s directive.  
 
 

REVISE AND SUBMIT 
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12.  If any date for any submission falls on a weekend or holiday, the Licensee may submit 
the item on the following business day. 
 

SUBMISSION DATE 
 

13.  The Licensee shall comply with the Schedules, which are annexed to and form part of 
this Licence, and any updates to the Schedules as may be made by the Board.  
 

COMPLY WITH 
SCHEDULE(S) 

 

14.  The Schedules, and any compliance dates specified in this Licence may be updated at 
the discretion of the Board.  
 

UPDATES TO 
COMPLIANCE DATE(S 

) 

15.  The Licensee shall comply with all directives issued by the Board in respect of the 
implementation of the conditions of this Licence.  
 

COMPLY WITH 
BOARD DIRECTIVES 

 

16.  Beginning March 31,2021 and no later than every March 31thereafter, the Licensee 
shall submit an Annual Water Licence Report to the Board and an Inspector. The Report 
shall be in accordance with the requirements of Schedule 1, Condition 1.  
 

ANNUAL WATER 
LICENCE REPORT 

 

17.  The Licensee shall comply with the Engagement Plan, once approved.  
 

ENGAGEMENT PLAN 
  

18.  A minimum of ten days prior to the initial commencement of Project activities, the 
Licensee shall provide written notification to the Board and an Inspector. Notification 
shall include the commencement date, and the name and contact information for the 
individual responsible for overseeing the Project. Written notification shall be provided 
to the Board and an Inspector if any changes occur. 
 

NOTIFICATION – 
COMMENCEMENT 

  

19.  A minimum of ten days prior to re-commencement of Project activities following a 
temporary shut-down period, the Licensee shall provide written notification to the 
Board and an Inspector. Notification shall include the commencement date, and the 
name and contact information for the individual responsible for overseeing the Project. 
Written notification shall be provided to the Board and an Inspector if any changes 
occur. 
 

NOTIFICATION – RE-
COMMENCEMENT 

 

20.  The Licensee shall immediately provide written notification to the Board and an 
Inspector of any non-compliance with the conditions of this Licence.  
 

NOTIFICATION – 
NON-COMPLIANCE 
WITH CONDITIONS 

 

21.  The Licensee shall immediately provide written notification to the Board of any non-
compliance with a Board directive issued in respect of the implementation of the 
conditions of this Licence.  

NOTIFICATION – 
NON-COMPLIANCE 

WITH DIRECTIVES 
 

22.  The Licensee shall ensure that a copy of any written authorization issued to the 
Licensee by an Inspector is provided to the Board.  
 

COPY – WRITTEN 
AUTHORIZATION 

 

23.  The Licensee shall submit a current Project schedule to the Board and an Inspector 
upon request. 
 

SUBMIT CURRENT 
PROJECT SCHEDULE 

 

 Part C: Security  
 

 

 Intentionally left blank. 
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 Part D: Water Use 
 

 

 Intentionally left blank.  

 Part E: Construction 
A standard Schedule is not included for this Part. 
 

 

1.  The Licensee shall ensure that all structures intended to contain, withhold, divert, or 
retain Water or Waste are designed, constructed, and maintained to minimize the 
escape of Waste to the Receiving Environment.  
 

OBJECTIVE – 
CONSTRUCTION  

 Part F: Waste and Water Management 
 

 

1.  The Licensee shall manage Waste and Water with the objective of minimizing the 
impacts of the Project on the quantity and quality of Water in the Receiving 
Environment through the use of appropriate mitigation measures, monitoring, and 
follow-up actions. 
 

OBJECTIVE – WASTE 
AND WATER 

MANAGEMENT 
 

2.  The Licensee shall minimize erosion by implementing suitable erosion control measures 
that shall be located and maintained to the satisfaction of an Inspector.  
 

EROSION CONTROL 
 

 Discharge Location 
 

 

3.  The Licensee shall deposit all Waste as described in the approved Waste Management 
Plan.  
 

ALTERNATE 
DISPOSAL LOCATION 

 

4.  The Licensee shall direct all dredged material to the designated stockpile areas, as 
described in the approved Waste Management Plan referred to in Part F, condition 3, 
or as authorized by the Inspector. 
 

DREDGED MATERIAL 
LOCATION 

 

5.  A minimum of ten days prior to depositing any Waste into a licenced municipal facility, 
the Licensee shall provide written notification to the Board and an Inspector. 
 

NOTIFICATION – 
WASTE DEPOSIT 

 

6.  The Licensee shall not discharge Waste, including Wastewater, to any Watercourse, or 
to the ground surface within 100 metres of the Ordinary High Water Mark of any 
Watercourse.  
 

DISCHARGE 
LOCATION – 

ORDINARY HIGH 
WATER MARK 

 

7.  Prior to disposing dredged material at the designated area, the Licensee shall submit 
sediment analysis results to the Board and the Inspector 

SEDIMENT ANALYSIS 
 

8.  The Licensee shall obtain representative samples as per the following, or as authorized 
by an Inspector: 
 

Volume of Soil (m3) Number of 
Composite Samples 
Required 

1 - 50 1 

51 - 500 2 

501 - 1000 3 

1001 – 2000 4 

2001 – 4000 5 

Each additional 
1000 

1 additional 

 

SAMPLING 
REQUIREMENTS 
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9.  Representative samples of the dredge material shall meet the residential/Parkland 
Criteria in the Government of the Northwest Territories’ Environmental Guideline for 
Contaminated Site Remediation prior to the disposal at the designated stockpile area. 
 

SEDIMENT DEPOSIT 
CRITERIA 

 

10.  The Licensee shall sample the dredge material identified in Part F, condition 8 for 
parameters identified in Schedule 2, item 1. 

SEDIMENT 
SAMPLING 

PARAMETERS 
 

11.  Prior to depositing dredge material to an appropriate final disposal location, the 
Licensee shall notify the Board and the Inspector 
 

SEDIMENT – FINAL 
DISPOSAL  

 

 Part G: Aquatic Effects Monitoring 
 

 

 Intentionally left blank. 
 

 

 PART H: Spill Contingency Planning 
 

 

1.  The Licensee shall ensure that Unauthorized Discharges associated with the Project do 
not enter any Waters.  
 

OBJECTIVE – 
PREVENT WASTE 

INTO WATER 
 

2.  The Licensee shall comply with the Spill Contingency Plan, once approved.  
 

SPILL CONTINGENCY 
PLAN 

 

3.  If a spill or an Unauthorized Discharge occurs or is foreseeable, the Licensee shall: 

a) Implement the approved Spill Contingency Plan referred to in Part H, Condition 2; 
b) Report it immediately using the NU-NT Spill Report Form by one of the following 

methods:  
• Telephone: (867) 920-8130 
• Fax: (867) 873-6924  
• E-mail: spills@gov.nt.ca 
• Online: Spill Reporting and Tracking Database 

c) Notify the Board and an Inspector immediately; and 
d) Within 30 days of initially reporting the incident, or within a timeframe authorized 

by an Inspector, submit a detailed report to the Board and an Inspector, including 
descriptions of causes, response actions, and any changes to procedures to prevent 
similar occurrences in the future. Written notification shall be provided to the 
Board and an Inspector if any changes occur.  

 

REPORT SPILLS 
 

4.  The Licensee shall ensure that spill prevention infrastructure and spill response 
equipment is in place prior to commencement of the Project. 
 

SPILL PREVENTION 
AND RESPONSE 

EQUIPMENT 
 

5.  The Licensee shall restore all areas affected by spills and Unauthorized Discharges to 
the satisfaction of an Inspector. 
 

CLEAN UP SPILLS 
 

6.  The Licensee shall not establish any fuel storage facilities or refueling stations, or store 
chemicals or Wastes within 100 metres of the Ordinary High Water Mark of any 
Watercourse. 
 
 

MATERIAL STORAGE 
– ORDINARY HIGH 

WATER MARK 
 

mailto:spills@gov.nt.ca
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 PART I: Closure and Reclamation 
 

 

1.  The Licensee shall endeavor to carry out approved Progressive Reclamation as soon as 
is reasonably practicable 

PROGRESSIVE 
RECLAMATION 

 
 

Signed on behalf of the Mackenzie Valley Land and Water Board 

 

 

 

Mavis Cli-Michaud, Chair Amanda Gauthier, Witness 
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Schedule 1: Annual Water Licence Report 
 

1.  The Annual Water Licence Report referred to in Part B of this Licence shall include, but not be limited to, the following 
information about activities conducted during the previous calendar year: 
 

 a) A brief summary of Project activities; 
 

 b) An updated Project schedule; 
 

 c) A summary of engagement activities conducted in accordance with the approved Engagement Plan, referred to in 
Part B of this Licence; 

 
 d) A summary of how Traditional Knowledge was incorporated into decision making; 

 
 e) A summary of Construction activities conducted in accordance with Part E of this Licence; 

 
 f) A summary of major maintenance activities conducted in accordance with this Licence; 

 
 g) A summary of activities conducted in accordance with the approved Waste Management Plan, referred to in Part F 

of this Licence, including:  
i. A summary of updates or changes to the process for the management of Waste; and 

ii. Daily, monthly and annual quantities in cubic metres of all solid Waste deposited, identified by location 
 

 h) A description of any erosion susceptible areas encountered and a summary of activities to prevent or mitigate 
erosion 

 
 i) A report of the performance of erosion mitigations applied; 

 
 j) A summary of activities conducted in accordance with the approved Spill Contingency Plan, required in Part H of this 

Licence, undertaken during the previous calendar year, including:  
i. A list and description for all Unauthorized Discharges that occurred during the previous calendar year, including 

the date, NWT spill number, volume, location, summary of the circumstances and follow-up actions taken, and 
status (i.e. open or closed), in accordance with the reporting requirements in Part H of this Licence; and  

ii. ii. An outline of any spill training and communications exercises carried out during the previous calendar year. 
 

 k) A list of any non-compliance(s) with the conditions of this Licence or any directive from the Board pursuant to the 
conditions of this Licence. 

 
 l) A summary of actions taken to address concerns, non-conformances, or deficiencies in any reports filed by an 

Inspector; and 
 

 m) Any other details requested by the Board by November 30 of the year being reported. 
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Schedule 2: Sediment Sampling Parameters 
 

1. The Sampling parameters referred to in Part F of this Licence shall include, but not be limited to, the following Parameters 

identified in Table 1: Sediment Sampling Parameters.  

Table 1: Sediment Sampling Parameters 

Mercury in Soil by CVASS 

• Mercury (Hg) 

Metal in Soil by CRC ICPMS 

• Antimony (Sb) 

• Arsenic (As) 

• Barium (Ba) 

• Beryllium (Be) 

• Boron (B) 

• Cadmium (Cd) 

• Chromium (Cr) 

• Cobalt (Co) 

• Copper (Cu)  

• Lead (Pb) 

• Molybdenum (Mo) 

• Nickel (Ni) 

• Selenium (Se) 

• Silver (Ag)  

• Thallium (Tl)  

• Tin (Sn)  

• Uranium (U) 

• Vanadium (V)  

• Zinc (Zn) 

Miscellaneous Parameters 

• Moisture 

• Available Ammonium – 
N 

• Sulphate 

• Nitrate 

• Phosphorus 

• Chloride 

• BTEX 

• pH 

• Petroleum Hydrocarbon 
(F1, F2, F3, F4) 

Available N, P, K and S 

• Available Nitrate – N 

• Available Sulfate – S 

• Available Phosphate – P 

• Available Potassium 

CCMP PAHs 
PHA Tumbler Extraction 
(Hexane/Acetone) 

• Acenaphthene 

• Acenaphthylene 

• Anthracene 

• (k)fluoranthene 

• Chrysene 

• Dibenz(a,h)anthracene 

• Fluoranthene Fluorene 

• Indeno(1,2,3-c,d)pyrene 

• 2-Methylnaphthalene 

• Naphthalene 

• Phenanthrene Pyrene 

• Quinoline  

• IACR (CCME)  

• B(a)P Total Potency 
Equivalent  

• Surrogate: d10-
Acenaphthene 

• Surrogate: d10-
Phenanthrene 

• Surrogate: d12-
Chrysene 
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Annex A: Table of Items Requiring Submission 
Attached to Water Licence MV2019L8-0014 

Supplemental information to be submitted by Licensee as required through Water Licence conditions. 

 

Part Item Date 

B Annual Water Licence Report • March 31,2021 

• Annually on each March 31 

B Engagement Plan • Annual Review 

F Waste Management Plan • Annual Review 

F Notification – Waste Deposit • 10 days prior to depositing any Waste into a licenced municipal 
facility 

F Sediment Analysis • Prior to disposing dredged material at the designated area, the 
Licensee shall submit sediment analysis results to the Board and 
the Inspector 

H Spill Contingency Plan • Annual Review  
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Annex B: Revisions to Water Licence MV2019L8-0014 
Attached to Water Licence MV20198-0014 

List of changes that have been made to the Water Licence since issuance. 

 

Date Location of Change What has changed 

- - - 
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Reasons for Decision 
 

Issued pursuant to section 72.25 and 121 of the Mackenzie Valley Resource Management Act and 
Section 54 of the Waters Act 

 

Water Licence – Submission 

Preliminary Screener MVLWB 

Reference/File Number MV2019L8-0014 

Company  Government of the Northwest Territories - Marine Transportation 
Services 

Project Dredging, MTS Shipyards, Hay River, NT 

Date of Decision April 30, 2020 

 
These Reasons for Decision set out the Mackenzie Valley Land and Water Board’s (the Board or MVLWB) 
decision on a Water Licence Application made by the Government of the Northwest Territories - Marine 
Transportation Services (the Town) to the Board on June 12, 2018 for Water Licence (Licence) 
MV2019L8-0004. 

 
 
1.0 Background  

On December 17, 2019, the Government of the Northwest Territories - Marine Transportation Services 
(GNWT-MTS) submitted a Type B Water Licence Application (the Application) to conduct dredging at the 
Syncro Lift, Container dock, and Terminal C berth within the town of Hay River, NT. The dredged material 
will be placed on two parcels of land which falls under the Government of the Northwest Territories - 
Department of Lands and is deemed Commissioner’s Land. GNWT-MTS has received permission from the 
Government of the Northwest Territories – Department of Lands by a letter dated February 17, 2020. 
GNWT-MTS indicated that they were going to place the sediment on land, however, the did not know the 
quality of the sediment.  
 
Syncro Lift 

The syncro lift is located in the Syncro Shipyard in Hay River, NT. The syncro lift is used to bring barges and 

vessels out of the water to be dry docked. This lift area is a body of water that is connected to the Hay River 

and mouth of the Great Slave Lake. The syncro lift serves various  purposes including inspections that require 

the vessel or barge to be out of the water. Over years, sediment and debris settle under the syncro lift 

making it shallow with less water. Depending on the vessel or barge, these require certain draft limits in 

order to be pushed into the syncro lift and to be dry docked.  
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Container Dock 

The container dock is located outside of the Syncro yard approx. 0.3km from the main gate. The container 

dock is used primarily for barges. Operations include stripping/removing fuel, venting, staging, storage, and 

cleaning of barges. The barges must be positioned alongside the dock in order for equipment and machinery 

to perform these operations. Over the years silt and debris from the Hay River accumulate alongside the 

dock. This makes it shallow and with less water. Depending on the barge, these require certain draft limits in 

order to be tightly and safely secured to the dock. 

 

Terminal C 

Terminal C is located at 42003 Mackenzie Highway, Hay River, NT. Terminal C operations consist mainly of 

fright loading and unloading. The berths are on a body of water that is connected to the Hay River. Barges 

are positioned in the births to ensure successful loading and unloading of freight. Over the years silt and 

debris accumulate in the berths, thus making it shallow with less water. Depending on the barge, these 

require certain draft limits in order to be tightly and safely secured to the dock.   

 
2.0 Public Review 

• December 17, 2019 – Application for Licence MV2019L8-0014 submitted to the Board; 

• December 23, 2019 – Application deemed incomplete; 

• March 12, 2020 – Application deemed complete and review commenced; 

• April 1, 2020– Reviewer comments and recommendations due and received; 

• April 8, 2020 – Responses due and received; and 

• April 30, 2020 – Application presented to the Board for decision. 
 

By April 1, 2020, comments and recommendations on the Application were received from 2 reviewers: 

• Department of Fisheries and Oceans; and 

• Government of the Northwest Territories – Environment and Natural Resources. 
 

Main Issues Raised during the Review 

The following summarizes the main issues raised during the review: 

• Completion of a request for review for the Department of Fisheries and Oceans; and 

• Incorporating a list of parameters into the draft Licence from Government of the Northwest 
Territories – Environment and Natural Resources. 

 
3.0 Decision 

After reviewing the submission of GNWT-MTS, the written comments received by the Board and the Staff 
Report prepared for the Board, the Board, having due regard to the facts, circumstances, the merits of 
the submissions made to it, and to the purpose, scope, and intent of the MVRMA and Waters Act and 
Regulations made thereunder, has determined that Licence MV2019L8-0004 should be issued, subject to 
the scope, definitions, conditions, and term contained therein. The scope, definitions, conditions, and 
term set forth in the Licence have been developed to address the Board’s statutory responsibilities and 
the concerns that arose during the regulatory process. The Board’s determinations and reasons for this 
decision are set out below. 
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GNWT – MTS did not request a specific term in their Application. Board staff suggest a ten-year term to 
be used to allow for the ongoing operation and dredging for shoreline access.   
 
Section 26(2) of the Waters Act/subsection 72(2) of the MVRMA allows for license to be issued for a term 
not exceeding 25 years. 
 
The scope of the Licence ensures the Licensee is entitled to conduct activities which have been applied 
for and screened by the Board. In setting out the scope of the Licence, the Board endeavoured to provide 
enough detail to identify and describe the authorized activities, without be unduly restrictive or 
prescriptive. 
 
Part F and Schedule 2 of the Licence contain conditions applying to management activities for the 
dredged materials and are consistent with standard conditions included in previous Licences issued by 
the Board. Dredged sediment quality must meet the Residential/Parkland Criteria in the Government of 
the Northwest Territories’ Environmental Guideline for Contaminated Site Remediation prior to disposal 
at the designated stockpile area. This is the quality achieved by sediment sample results submitted to the 
Board and GNWT prior to obtaining approval to stockpile the material on Commissioner’s lands. 
Sediment sample results submitted during the course of Application review indicate that these criteria 
are achievable.  
 
4.0 Conclusion 

Water Licence MV2019L8-0004 contains provisions that the Board deems necessary to ensure and 
monitor compliance with the MVRMA and the Waters Act and the Regulations made thereunder, and to 
provide appropriate safeguards in respect of the GNWT-MTS use of the waters and deposit of waste. The 
Board will provide additional referenced material or documents if requested in writing to do so. 
 
SIGNATURE 
 
Mackenzie Valley Land and Water Board 
 

 

 

April 30, 2020 

Elizabeth Wright, Acting Chair  Date 
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General Procedures for the Administration of Licences 
Issued Under the Mackenzie Valley Resource Management Act 

in the Northwest Territories 
 
 
1. At the time of issuance, a copy of the Licence is placed on the Public Registry in the office of the 

Mackenzie Valley Land and Water Board (MVLWB or the Board) in Yellowknife and is then 
available to the public. 

 
2. To enforce the terms and conditions of the Licence, the Minister of Indigenous and Northern 

Affairs Canada has appointed Inspectors in accordance with subsection 84(1) of the Mackenzie 
Valley Resource Management Act. The Inspectors coordinate their activities with staff of the 
MVLWB. The Inspector responsible for Licence MV2019L8-0014 is located in South Slave – Fort 
Smith office. 

 
3. To keep the MVLWB and members of the public informed of the Licensee’s conformity to the 

Licence’s conditions, the inspectors prepare reports which detail observations on how each item 
in the Licence has been met. These reports are forwarded to the Licensee with a covering letter 
indicating which action, if any, should be taken. The inspection reports and cover letters are 
placed on the Public Registry, as are any responses received from the Licensee pertaining to the 
inspection reports.  It is therefore of prime importance that you react in all areas of concern 
regarding all inspection reports so that these concerns may be clarified. 

 
4. Licence MV2019L8-0014 will expire on May 12, 2030, if required; it is the responsibility of the 

Licensee to apply to the MVLWB for a new licence. The past performance of the Licensee, new 
documentation and information, and points raised during a public hearing, if required, will be 
used to determine the terms and conditions of any new licence. Please note that if the Licence 
expires and another has not been issued, then water and waste disposal must cease, or you, the 
Licensee, would be in contravention of the Mackenzie Valley Resource Management Act. It is 
suggested that an application for a new licence be made at least eight months in advance of the 
Licence’s expiry date.  

 
5. If, for some reason, Licence MV2019L8-0014 requires amendment, a public hearing may be 

required. You are reminded that applications for amendments should be submitted as soon as 
possible to provide the MVLWB ample time to complete the amendment process. The process 
may take up to six months or more depending on the scope of the amendment requested. 

 
6. Specific clauses of your Licence make reference to the Board, Analyst, or Inspector.  The contact 

person, address, phone, and fax number of each is: 
 
 



Mackenzie Valley Land and Water Board: 
Public Registry Clerk 
Mackenzie Valley Land and Water Board 
7th Floor - 4922 48 Street,  
P.O. Box 2130 
YELLOWKNIFE NT   XIA 2P6 
Phone (867) 669-0506 
Fax (867) 873-6610 

 
Analyst: 

Street Address: 
Taiga Environmental Laboratory 
4601 – 52nd Ave 
Yellowknife, NT 
X1A 1L4 
 
Phone: (867) 767-9235, ext 53151 
Fax: (867) 920-8740 
General Email: taiga@gov.nt.ca 
 

Mailing Address: 
Taiga Environmental Laboratory 
P.O. Box 1320 
Yellowknife, NT 
X1A 2L9 

 
 
 
 

 
Inspector: 

P.O. Box 1500 
4923 – 52nd Street 
Yellowknife NT   X1A 2R3 
Phone: (867) 669-2449 
Fax: (867) 669-2702 
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