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Staff Report 

 

Applicant: 

Paramount Resources Ltd. 

Location: 

Fort Liard, NT  

File Number: 

MV2021L1-0006 and MV2021A0006  

Date Prepared: 

February 16, 2022 

Date of Board Meeting: 

March 10, 2022 

Subject: 

Waste Management Plan Version 2 – Liard South 

 

1. Purpose 

The purpose of this report is to present to the Mackenzie Valley Land and Water Board (MVLWB/the 

Board), a Waste Management Plan, Version 2, (WMP or Plan), submitted by Paramount Resources Limited 

(Paramount) to fulfill requirements under Part F, Item 2 of Type B Water Licence (Licence) MV2021L1-

0006, condition 42 of Type A Land Use Permit (Permit) MV2021A0006, and directions for revisions to 

management plans contained in the Board’s December 29, 2020 correspondence, issued to Paramount’s 

Fort Liard Area projects, under the relevant preceding/existing licence and permit.  

 

2. Background 

• July 28, 2021 – Licence MV2021L1-0006 and Permit MV2021A0006 issued to Paramount; both 

authorizations included requirements for the resubmission of the WMP for Board approval; 

• August 13, 2021 – Paramount submitted a copy of its Waste Management Plan (Version 2); 

• January 6, 2022 – WMP (Version 2) distributed for public review; 

• January 27, 2022 – Due date for comments and recommendations from parties; 

• February 10, 2022 – Response(s) due and received; 

• March 10, 2022 – WMP (Version 2) presented to the Board for decision;  

• July 27, 2028 – Expiry date of Licence MV2021L1-0006; and 

• July 27, 2026 – Expiry date of Permit MV2021A0006. 

 

3. Discussion 

On July 28, 2021, the Board issued Licence MV2021L1-0006 and Permit MV2021A0006 to Paramount 

Resources Limited for an industrial undertaking involving the closure and reclamation of an oil and gas 

site at south Fort Liard, in the Northwest Territories. Conditions included in both authorizations required 
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the re-submission of the Waste Management Plan for Board review and approval within 60 days prior to 

commencement of Project Activities. On August 13, 2021, Paramount submitted Version 2 of its Waste 

Management Plan for consideration; however, due to an oversight partly linked to the transition from the 

old to the new Online Review System (ORS), there was a delay in the Plan’s distribution for public review. 

As stated above, the Plan was distributed on January 6, 2022, for public review with the deadline for 

comments set to January 27, 2022. The due date for Paramount to respond to parties’ comments was set 

to February 10, 2022. 

 

4. Public Review 

Prior to the due dates for submissions, January 27, 2022, comments and recommendations were received 

from the following four parties: 

• Government of the Northwest Territories – Department of Lands (GNWT-Lands, Dehcho Region); 

• Acho Dene Koe First Nation (ADKFN); 

• Environment and Climate Change Canada (ECCC); and 

• Board staff. 

 

Paramount provided its response(s) to parties’ comments by the due date of February 10, 2022. 

 

Main Issues Raised During the Review 

• Management of waste generated by the Project; 

• Landfill – Reclamation and monitoring; 

• Waste characterization and classification; 

• Waste transportation and tracking; 

• Hazardous and non-hazardous waste management; 

• Waste treatment/disposal options including incineration; 

• Overall Monitoring; 

• Scope of the waste management plan; and 

• Previous Board directives 

 

Analysis of Adequacy of the Plan 

Version 2 of the Plan shows that the contents included have marginally improved compared to the 

previous version. The comments and recommendations provided by reviewers suggest that the plan will 

need to be updated to address many of the issues identified during the public review. Table 1 list the 

changes suggested for the Plan by reviewers. 

 

5. Security 

The security posted for the project is not impacted by the plan. 
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6. Conclusion 

Staff conclude that there are many changes suggested by parties that are significant and likely to affect 

the functionality of the Plan. Consequently, the Board will need to determine whether the nature of the 

changes support denying the plan at this time. 

 

7. Recommendation 

Board staff recommend the Board make a motion to deny the Waste Management Plan Version 2 

required by Land Use Permit MV2021A0006 and Water Licence MV2021L1-0006. Paramount Resources 

Ltd. is required to submit a revised submission that addresses comments and recommendations made 

during the review of the Plan as well as relevant requirements contained in the Board’s December 29, 

2020 correspondence, by May 10, 2022 for Board decision.  

 

8. Attachments 

• Permit MV2021A0006 

• Licence MV2021L1-0006 

• Fort Liard Area - Directions for Revisions to Management Plans (December 29, 2020) 

• Review Comment Table 

• Draft Decision Letter 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 
 

Sean Joseph 

Regulatory Specialist 

 

 

  

https://mvlwb.com/registry/MV2021A0006
https://mvlwb.com/registry/MV2021L1-0006
https://registry.mvlwb.ca/Documents/MV2016A0010/MV2016A0010%20MV2016L1-0002%20–%20Paramount%20Resources%20Ltd%20–%20Fort%20Liard%20South%20–%20Various%20Management%20Plans.pdf
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Table 1: Suggested Changes for Paramount’s Waste Management Plan 

Item Requirement Review Comment 

Reference 

1 ADKFN comment ID-1: ADKFN expressed concerns about the amount of 

hazardous wastes moving through its territory and requested that the 

WMP be updated to include estimates of the total volumes of waste 

that will be produced and disposed of. The Board requires that 

Paramount update the WMP to include estimates of the total volumes 

of waste that will be managed 

December 29, 2020, 

Board Directives 

2 GNWT comment ID-1-4 and 6-8: GNWT noted several editorial 

requirements needed to update the WMP. The Board requires that 

Paramount ensure all editorial issues identified by the GNWT be 

addressed in the final revision 

December 29, 2020, 

Board Directives 

3 GNWT comment ID-5: GNWT requested additional detail on the waste 

management facilities proposed to be used for final disposal. The Board 

requires Paramount to provide more detail on the final disposal 

locations for all waste types. 

December 29, 2020, 

Board Directives 

4 Comment on notion that ADKFN should be directly compensated for a 

‘rent’ for hosting the waste in perpetuity in our territory, and that 

ADKFN should also receive the proceeds of any salvage of materials that 

will not be landfilled. 

ADKFN - 2 

5 Provide a plan detailing how landfill site(s) will be reclaimed following 

capping to ensure that there are no impacts associated with the site 

once Paramount is gone. Post-landfill reclamation plans also require 

follow up monitoring. Paramount’s plan should include a detailed 

monitoring program that ensures the site is consistent with pre-

disturbance conditions. 

ADKFN -3 

6 Include in the Waste Management Plan an updated table listing all 

planned abandonments and provide an updated estimation for total 

waste volume, and the anticipated increase in traffic volumes as a 

result 

ADKFN - 4 

7 Provide details on the routes and total number of trucks that are 

expected to use these routes to transport waste. 

ADKFN - 5 

8 Given that both hazardous and non-hazardous waste will be 

transported through Acho Dene Koe First Nation’s traditional territory, 

a spill could have a significant impact on ADKFN’s inherent and Treaty 

rights. To mitigate this risk, Paramount should provide in the 

Movement Documents for each waste shipment a detailed route of 

transport, and a list of measures/tools on hand to manage a spill in the 

event of a vehicle collision, turnover or other accident 

ADKFN - 6 
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9 The Waste Management Plan should demonstrate that the 
bioremediation methods proposed in Table 2 of the plan have been 
proven to work in Northern climates.  In particular, the plan should 
provide examples of successful implementation in a Northern climate 
for the following methods: Bio-cell, Bio-pile, and Biodegradation 
Facility. 

ECCC - 2 

10 The following are provided regarding the Waste Management Plan:  
• Label and manage household hazardous waste materials as such, 

including in Table 3 of the plan; 
• Identify potential disposal/management facilities for the hazardous 

waste materials listed in Table 3; and 
• Provide secondary containment for hazardous waste materials, 

including during storage and transport. 

ECCC - 3 

11 Provide details regarding the on-going surveillance and environmental 
monitoring mentioned in Section 1 (Introduction) of the plan. 

ECCC - 4 

12 Clarify if campsite incinerators will be: (1) selected, operated, and 
maintained according to guidance outlined in the ECCC Technical 
Document for Batch Waste Incineration; and (2) tested to verify that 
Canada-wide Standards for dioxins/furans and mercury are met. 

ECCC - 5 

13 Provide specific treatment option for each waste type potentially 

generated by the project as each option would likely require a different 

implementation and management strategy, which the WMPs should 

accordingly address in detail. 

MVLWB - 1 

14 Provide written confirmation from all waste management facilities that 

have indicated their willingness to accept waste generated by the 

project. 

MVLWB - 2 

15 As "Turnkey Management Approaches are likely to differ for many of 
the waste streams generated by the project, it is recommended that 
Paramount   elaborate on the specific "Turnkey Management 
Approach" that would be used for each waste stream associated with 
the project. 

MVLWB - 3 

16 Update Appendix 4 of the Plan to include the names of Personnel listed 

as "TBD" given the current stage of the project. 

MVLWB - 4 

17 Update the "Introduction" section to clarify which of the wells will be 

abandoned by the Project. 

MVLWB - 5 

18 Please indicate how each directive has been addressed by the updated 

plan. Provide rationale for any directive that has not been addressed. 

MVLWB - 6 
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Reviewer Comments and Proponent Responses 

Project: Paramount Liard South 
Board: Mackenzie Valley Land and Water Board 
Organization: Paramount Resources Ltd. 
 

No. Topic Reviewer Comment Reviewer Recommendation Proponent Response Board Decision 

GNWT-Lands - Dehcho Region - Mr. Andrew Lirette 

1 Paramount Liard 
South WMP 

Inspectors have no 
comments or concerns 
with the submitted 
Waste Management 
plan. 

Inspectors recommend that 
this Waste Management Plan 
be approved. 

Noted Noted 

GNWT-ENR - EAM (Environmental Assessment and Monitoring) - GNWT ENR 

1 Cover letter ENR GNWT  Noted Noted 

Acho Dene Koe First Nation (ADKFN) - Scott Mackay 

1 General Acho Dene Koe First 
Nation considers this 
review preliminary and 
may provide additional 
comments following 
additional information 
as requested in the 
following 
recommendations. 

 Noted Noted  

2 Table 5 It appears that some 
waste produced by 
Paramount’s operations, 
such as contaminated 
debris and soil, will be 
left in ADKFN’s territory 
in perpetuity. This action 
will save Paramount 
significant financial costs 

ADKFN should be directly 
compensated for a ‘rent’ for 
hosting the waste in 
perpetuity in our territory. 
ADKFN should also receive 
the proceeds of any salvage 
of materials that will not be 
landfilled. 

No debris will be left on site.  Soils will meet the standards 
that are or will be detailed in the project Closure and 
Reclamation Plan, or transported offsite.   

The Board included this 
item under the list of 
directives for 
Paramount to address  
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No. Topic Reviewer Comment Reviewer Recommendation Proponent Response Board Decision 

but at the expense of 
ADKFN. 

3 Landfill reclamation 
and monitoring 

Despite indicating in 
Table 5 that a landfill in 
ADKFN’s territory is the 
preferred disposal 
method for some waste 
streams, Paramount has 
provided no information 
detailing the process for 
post-landfill surface 
reclamation or 
monitoring. 

Paramount must provide a 
plan detailing how landfill 
site(s) will be reclaimed 
following capping to ensure 
that there are no impacts 
associated with the site once 
Paramount is gone. Post-
landfill reclamation plans also 
require follow up monitoring. 
Paramount’s plan should 
include a detailed monitoring 
program that ensures the site 
is consistent with pre-
disturbance conditions. 

There are no landfill sites in the Liard South Project area. The Board included this 
item on the list of 
directives for 
Paramount to address  

4 4.3 Waste 
Characterization 
and Classification 

Paramount has provided 
some waste volume 
estimates on a per 
abandonment basis but 
has not indicated how 
many abandonments are 
planned in the closure 
activities. This 
information is necessary 
to determine if the 
proposed disposal 
facilities have the 
necessary capacity to 
accept waste produced 
by the Project. This 
information is also 
necessary to understand 
the increase in traffic 
volumes resulting from 

Paramount must include in 
the Waste Management Plan 
an updated table listing all 
planned abandonments and 
provide an updated 
estimation for total waste 
volume, and the anticipated 
increase in traffic volumes as 
a result. 

Project scope was in the application for the project Land 
Use Permit and Water Licence.  I-02 was the only location 
that required full abandonment and F-36 required a cut and 
cap. 

The Board included this 
item on the list of 
directives for 
Paramount to address 
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No. Topic Reviewer Comment Reviewer Recommendation Proponent Response Board Decision 

the transportation of 
waste. 

5 4.7 Waste 
Transporting and 
Tracking 

Paramount has not 
provided an estimation 
on the total number of 
trucks or traffic 
(vehicles/day) that are 
expected to be 
transporting waste 
material, or on which 
routes the traffic will 
occur. Waste 
transported through 
ADKFN’s Traditional 
Territory will increase 
the risk of wildlife 
mortality due to vehicle 
collisions and potential 
for a spill, which is 
especially concerning if 
Paramount plans to 
transport hazardous 
waste through our 
territory. This would 
pose a risk to the lands, 
wildlife, and waters used 
by ADKFN, and may 
accordingly result in 
impacts to ADKFN’s 
inherent and Treaty 
rights. 

Paramount must provide 
details on the routes and 
total number of trucks that 
are expected to use these 
routes to transport waste. 

Traffic routes are outlined on the project map which 
outlines the project access.  These are in Appendix 1 of the 
plan.  Potential equipment amounts were outlined in the 
project application. 

The Board included this 
item on the list of 
directives for 
Paramount to address 

6 4.7.3 Tracking 
Hazardous and 
Non-Hazardous 
Waste 

As part of the 
Movement Documents, 
Paramount has indicated 
they will provide 

Given that both hazardous 
and non-hazardous waste will 
be transported through Acho 
Dene Koe First Nation’s 

Waste manifests are kept and submitted as required.  The 
project has an approved Spill Contigency Plan. 

The Board included this 
item on the list of 
directives for 
Paramount to address 



 
 

MV2016A0010 and MV2016L1-0002 – Paramount Resources Ltd. – Waste Management Plan Version 2 Page 4 of 9 

No. Topic Reviewer Comment Reviewer Recommendation Proponent Response Board Decision 

information for each 
waste shipment 
pertaining to: 
· Types and amounts of 
waste being shipped 
· Firms or individuals 
involved in shipment; 
and 
· Information on the 
treatment, storage 
and/or disposal of waste 
Acho Dene Koe First 
Nation appreciates 
Paramount’s efforts to 
include this information 
for both hazardous and 
non-hazardous waste. 
However, details on the 
route of transport and 
spill response measures 
are not provided. 

traditional territory, a spill 
could have a significant 
impact on ADKFN’s inherent 
and Treaty rights. To mitigate 
this risk, Paramount should 
provide in the Movement 
Documents for each waste 
shipment a detailed route of 
transport, and a list of 
measures/tools on hand to 
manage a spill in the event of 
a vehicle collision, turnover 
or other accident. 

MVLWB - Sean Joseph 

1 Waste   Disposal 
Options 

Section 4.3, Table 2, 
describes several waste-
disposal options 
contemplated for 
anticipated waste types 
generated by the Project 
without specifically 
selecting any particular 
treatment option for any 
of these waste types. 

Specific treatment option 
should be provided for each 
waste type potentially 
generated by the project as 
each option would likely 
require a different 
implementation and 
management strategy, which 
the WMPs should accordingly 
address in detail. 
 

Additional details have been presented in the Closure and 
Reclamation Plan 

The Board included this 
item on the list of 
directives for 
Paramount to address 
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No. Topic Reviewer Comment Reviewer Recommendation Proponent Response Board Decision 

2 Destination for 
Waste 

Section 4.6 indicates 
that Table 4 of the Plan 
lists waste management 
facilities  located closest 
to Fort Liard, given that 
local treatment and 
disposal options are 
limited, and shipping will 
become the key 
considerations when 
determining the best 
management options. 
However, no written 
authorization(s) 
was/were provided from 
any of the waste 
management facilities 
confirming these 
facilities' decisions to 
accept waste generated 
by the Project. 

Please provide written 
confirmation from all waste 
management facilities that 
have indicated their 
willingness to accept waste 
generated by the project. 

All waste management facilities are outside of the NWT and 
outside the jurisdiction of the MVLWB. 

The Board included this 
item on the list of 
directives for 
Paramount to address 

3 Abandonment 
Waste-Stream 

Table 5 includes 
information about the 
way in which the 
project's waste streams 
will be managed. It is 
noted that the term 
"Turnkey Management" 
is used as the disposal 
option for several of the 
waste streams 
generated by the Project 
without much details 
pertinent to what this 
entails. 

As "Turnkey Management 
Approaches are likely to 
differ for many of the waste 
streams generated by the 
project, it is recommended 
that Paramount   elaborate 
on the specific "Turnkey 
Management Approach" that 
would be used for each waste 
stream associated with the 
project 

Turnkey management generally refers to wellsite operations 
and camp operations.  This includes mobilizing, providing 
and removing appropiate waste storage containers.  
Disposing of the waste at the appropiate facilities outside of 
the NWT. 

The Board included this 
item on the list of 
directives for 
Paramount to address 
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No. Topic Reviewer Comment Reviewer Recommendation Proponent Response Board Decision 

4 Contact   
Information 

Appendix 4, lists the 
contact information for 
personnel linked to the 
project, with the contact 
information for three 
personnel listed as 
"TBD". Given the current 
stage of the project this 
information should be 
available for inclusion in 
the Plan. 

Appendix 4 of the Plan should 
be updated to include the 
names of Personnel listed as 
"TBD" given the current stage 
of the project. 

Prior to activities at a given time Paramount informs the 
MVLWB and GNWT of the personnel linked to the project as 
per the project Land Use Permit and Water Licence.  This 
personnel can change on a season to season or year to year 
basis.   

The Board included this 
item on the list of 
directives for 
Paramount to address 

5 Introduction Details included in the 
"Introduction" section of 
the Plan did not clearly   
specify all the wells 
expected to be 
abandoned in the 
context of the   project. 

Update the "Introduction" 
section to clarify which of the 
wells will be   abandoned by 
the Project. 

This information was contained in the project Land Use 
Permit and Water Licence Application, I-02 was the only 
well requiring a full abandonment, F-36 required a cut and 
cap. 

The Board included this 
item on the list of 
directives for 
Paramount to address 

6 December 29, 2020 
Board directives 

It is not clear how the 
contents of the Plan has 
addressed the Board 
directives from the 
decision letter dated 
December 29, 2020. 

Please indicate how each 
directive has been addressed 
by the updated plan. Provide 
rationale for any directive 
that has not been addressed. 

Paramount updated the Waste Management Plan as per the 
issuance letter of MV2021L1-0006 dated July 28, 2021 
(specifically Table 1).  Updates to Section 4 and Section 4.3 
were made as a result and other issues were addressed in 
the Closure and Reclamaiton Plan. 

The Board included this 
item on the list of 
directives for 
Paramount to address 

Environment and Climate Change Canada (ECCC) - Mrs. Stephinie Mallon 

1 ECCC Cover Letter ECCC Cover Letter N/A   

2 Topic:  
Treatment/Disposal 
Options 
 
Reference: 
1. Waste 
Management Plan, 

Table 2 presents 
treatment/disposal 
options for managing 
oilfield wastes, including 
various bioremediation 
methods.  Given the 
project’s Northern 
location, it is important 

ECCC recommends that the 
Waste Management Plan 
demonstrate that the 
bioremediation methods 
proposed in Table 2 of the 
plan have been proven to 
work in Northern climates.  In 
particular, the plan should 

A number of examples exisit on the registry of the MVLWB. The Board included this 
item on the list of 
directives for 
Paramount to address 
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No. Topic Reviewer Comment Reviewer Recommendation Proponent Response Board Decision 

Version 2 (August 
2021) 

to ensure that the 
treatment options 
presented in the plan 
are compatible with 
Northern climatic 
conditions. 
 

provide examples of 
successful implementation in 
a Northern climate for the 
following methods: Bio-cell, 
Bio-pile, and Biodegradation 
Facility. 
 

3 Topic:  Hazardous 
Waste 
 
Reference: 
1. Waste 
Management Plan, 
Version 2 (August 
2021) 

Per the legend to Figure 
3, general and industrial 
non-hazardous waste 
and industrial hazardous 
waste will be disposed at 
appropriate approved 
facilities.  The legend 
indicates that Table 3 
provides further 
information regarding 
these disposal facilities, 
however, this is not the 
case.  Instead, Table 3 
presents waste 
segregation details, 
including a category 
described as ‘General 
Recyclables – Various’, 
which lists household 
hazardous waste and 
various chemical wastes.  
ECCC notes that these 
waste types are 
generally considered as 
hazardous wastes rather 
than recyclables, and 
should be managed as 
such. 

ECCC provides the following 
recommendations regarding 
the Waste Management Plan:  
• Label and manage 
household hazardous waste 
materials as such, including in 
Table 3 of the plan; 
• Identify potential 
disposal/management 
facilities for the hazardous 
waste materials listed in 
Table 3; and 
• Provide secondary 
containment for hazardous 
waste materials, including 
during storage and transport. 
 

When household mangement waste is created at the 
project area (camp) waste is appropiately segregated and 
removed out of the project area and outside of the NWT. 

The Board included this 
item on the list of 
directives for 
Paramount to address 
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No. Topic Reviewer Comment Reviewer Recommendation Proponent Response Board Decision 

 

4 Topic:  Monitoring 
 
Reference: 
1. Waste 
Management Plan, 
Version 2 (August 
2021) 

Section 1 of the Waste 
Management Plan 
indicates there is on-
going surveillance and 
environmental 
monitoring for the Liard 
South Project.  However, 
the plan does not 
provide any monitoring 
details. 
 

ECCC recommends that the 
Waste Management Plan 
provide details regarding the 
on-going surveillance and 
environmental monitoring 
mentioned in Section 1 
(Introduction) of the plan. 
 

Monitoring plans for the project are and will be detailed in 
the project Closure and Reclamation Plan 

The Board included this 
item on the list of 
directives for 
Paramount to address 

5 Topic: Campsite 
Incinerators  
 
Reference: 
1. Waste 
Management Plan, 
Version 2 (August 
2021) 

The Waste Management 
Plan states that 
campsite incinerators 
will be used to dispose 
of kitchen waste, and 
possibly paper and 
untreated wood as well. 
The incinerators have a 
burning capacity of less 
than 90.7 kg/hr. 
 
The Proponent included 
Environment and 
Climate Change 
Canada's Technical 
Document for Batch 
Waste Incineration as an 
Appendix in the Waste 
Management Plan. This 
technical document 
provides guidance on 
proper incinerator 
selection, operation, 

ECCC recommends that the 
Waste Management Plan 
clarify if campsite 
incinerators will be: (1) 
selected, operated, and 
maintained according to 
guidance outlined in the ECCC 
Technical Document for 
Batch Waste Incineration; 
and (2) tested to verify that 
Canada-wide Standards for 
dioxins/furans and mercury 
are met. 

Any camp provider would be required to have an 
incinerator that meets the requirements.  If the incinerator 
does meet the specifications camp waste will be hauled out 
of the project area.  As an example camp waste has been 
hauled out during this winters program. 

The Board included this 
item on the list of 
directives for 
Paramount to address 
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No. Topic Reviewer Comment Reviewer Recommendation Proponent Response Board Decision 

maintenance, and 
record-keeping, with the 
goals of achieving the 
intent of the Canada-
wide Standards for 
dioxins/furans and 
mercury, and reducing 
the releases of other 
toxic substances. It is 
intended for incinerator 
systems above 50 
kg/batch. However, 
there is insufficient 
detail in the Waste 
Management Plan to 
understand if or how 
this guidance will be 
used, or whether 
incinerator stack testing 
will be carried out to 
verify that Canada-wide 
Standards are met. 

 



 

Environmental Protection Operations Directorate 
Prairie & Northern Region 
5019 52nd Street, 4th Floor    ECCC File: 5410 000 003/047 
P.O. Box 2310      MVLWB File: MV2021L1-0006 
Yellowknife, NT X1A 2P7 
 
January 27, 2021 
 
  
via online review system 
 
Shannon Allerston 
Regulatory Specialist 
Mackenzie Valley Land and Water Board 
7th Floor, 4922 48th Street 
P.O. Box 2130 
Yellowknife, NT X1A 2P6 
 
Dear Shannon Allerston: 
 
RE: MV2021L1-0006 – Paramount Resources Ltd. – Liard South Project – Waste 
Management Plan 
 
Environment and Climate Change Canada (ECCC) has reviewed the information submitted to 
the Mackenzie Valley Land and Water Board (MVLWB) regarding the above mentioned Waste 
Management Plan Version 2 review.  
 
ECCC is providing technical, science-based information and knowledge based on our mandate 
pursuant to the Canadian Environmental Protection Act and the pollution prevention provisions 
of the Fisheries Act. These comments are intended to inform the assessment of this project’s 
potential effects in the receiving environment and on valued ecosystem components. Any 
comments received from ECCC in this context does not relieve the proponent of its obligations 
to respect all applicable federal legislation. 
 
If you need more information, please contact Stephinie Mallon at Stephinie.Mallon@ec.gc.ca. 

Sincerely, 
 
 
[original signed by] 

 
Stephinie Mallon 
Environmental Assessment Officer 
 
Attachment(s): ECCC Comments Excel Sheet 
 
cc: Jody Small, Acting Head, Environmental Assessment North (NT and NU) 

mailto:Stephinie.Mallon@ec.gc.ca


 
  

 
             January 27, 2022 
 
Shannon Allerston 
Regulatory Specialist 
Mackenzie Valley Land and Water Board 
Po Box 2130, 4922-48th Street 
Yellowknife, NT  X1A 2P6 
 
Dear Shannon Allerston,  
 
Re: Paramount Liard South Waste management Plan 
 
The Department of Environment and Natural Resources, Government of the 
Northwest Territories has reviewed the application at reference based on its 
mandated responsibilities and has no comments or recommendations for the 
consideration of the Board at this time. 
 
Should you have any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to contact Erin 
Goose in the Environmental Assessment and Monitoring unit at email 
gnwt_ea@gov.nt.ca    

 
 
Sincerely, 

 
 
 

 
Erin Goose 
Environmental Regulatory Analyst  
Environmental Assessment and Monitoring Section 
Environmental Stewardship and Climate Change Division 

                                                  Department of Environment and Natural Resources 
    Government of the Northwest Territories 

 

mailto:gnwt_ea@gov.nt.ca


 

December 29, 2020 File: MV2016A0010 
MV2016L1-0002 

 
Terence Hughes 
Regulatory and Community Affairs Advisor 
Paramount Resources Ltd. 
421 7 Ave SW Suite 2800,  
Calgary AB   T2P 4K9 Sent by email  
 
 
Dear Terence Hughes, 
 
Re: Paramount Resources Ltd. – Fort Liard Area – Revised Management Plans –  
Oil and Gas Development – Fort Liard, NT 
 
The Mackenzie Valley Land and Water Board (Board) met on December 17, 2020 to consider the revised 
Waste Management Plan, Spill Contingency Plan, and Engagement Plan submitted under Land Use Permit 
MV2016A0010 and Water Licence MV2016L1-0002 for the Fort Liard South Project.  
 
The above-mentioned management plans were submitted to the Board in May 2020. In response to 
several reviewer comments and recommendations, Paramount indicated that revisions would be made 
to updated plans submitted with the upcoming Liard East and West applications. As a result, the Board 
deferred its decision-making on these revised plans until the completion of the Liard East and West 
processes. Authorizations for Liard West (MV2020L1-0006 and MV2020X0009) and Liard East (MV2020L1-
0007 and MV2020X0010) were issued on November 20, 2020. 
 

The Board notes some reviewer comments and recommendations were addressed by Paramount in their 
responses to reviewer comments and through updates to management plans submitted with the Liard 
East and West renewal Applications. The Board also notes that Paramount have been directed to further 
revise these plans for Board staff conformity prior to initiating activities at the Liard East and West 
properties. Those requirements are provided again, below, with the addition of requirements identified 
in the Liard South review (see attached table). All revisions directed by the Board should be applied to the 
next Waste Management Plan, Spill Contingency Plan, and Engagement Plan submissions and be clearly 
identified in accompanying conformity tables. These Plans should be submitted by January 31, 2021 and 
may be approved upon receipt of this information with written confirmation of conformity from Board 
staff. 
 
The Board has noticed that there are inconsistencies with the management plan versions that have been 
associated with each of the Liard-area authorizations. In response, the Board directs Paramount to apply 
version numbers to all future management plan submissions so that the correct version is being clearly 
referenced for plan approvals granted by the Board. Likewise, when a management plan that applies to 
more than one of the Liard-area properties is updated under one authorization, the update must be 
carried forward and applied to all applicable authorizations. Paramount shall make it clear in any 
accompanying cover letter for what authorizations all plan updates apply.  

…/2 
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Moving forward, the Board understands that Paramount are planning to separate management plans by 
Project area. Should Paramount decide to resubmit plans in this way, the Board urges Paramount to 
clearly identify any updates or changes that have not been previously approved. If activities described in 
these project-specific plans have already been subject to review and approval, public reviews may not be 
warranted. Similarly, project-specific details based on upcoming field plans (i.e. specific fuel storage 
locations, location of spill response kits, etc.) that may not currently be known may be provided to the 
Board as supplemental information informing these approved plans once they are understood. If the 
methods, activities, and contingencies have not changed, these updates may be appended to the 
approved management plans without additional review.   
 
 
Yours sincerely, 

 
Mavis Cli-Michaud 
Mackenzie Valley Land and Water Board, Chair 
 
Copied to:  Dehcho Distribution List 
 
Attached:  List of Revisions 
  



 

Table 1: List of Revisions 
 

List of Revisions 
 

Waste Management Plan Spill Contingency Plan Engagement Plan 

Direction for Revision 
from Liard East and West 

Review 

Comment ID-1: 
Paramount responded by 
uploading a revised WMP 
which removed a 
majority of historic waste 
practices that no longer 
apply; however, various 
bioremediation and 
thermal treatment 
techniques (e.g. thermal 
desorption), which were 
not applied for, or 
included in past 
authorizations, remained.   
 
The Board requires that 
this information be 
removed from the WMP 
so it be current for the 
applications applied for.  

Paramount responded to 
comments on the SCP by 
submitting an updated 
SCP which addressed 
some of the 
recommendations. 
However, certain 
recommendations were 
not addressed, as follows:  
Comment ID-11: 
depicting hydrocarbon 
fuel and methanol 
storage locations on site 
maps; 
Comment ID-12: 
identifying the location of 
spill response resources; 
Comment ID-14: including 
response and control 
measures for wastewater 
and methanol; 
Comment ID-15: 
identifying how the public 
will be notified in the 
event of an emergency; 
and  
Comment ID-16: inclusion 
of response measures for 
spills on/near water, 
snow and ice. 
 
The Board requires that 
this information be 
included in a revised SCP. 

ADKFN Comment ID-4: 
Recommended that the 
Engagement Plan be 
updated to include 
notifying affected parties 
60 days prior to the 
commencement of site 
activities. 
 
The Board requires 
Paramount to update the 
Engagement Plan to 
include notifying affected 
parties 60 days prior to 
the commencement of 
site activities. 
 

Comment ID-9: 
Paramount provided an 
updated WMP with 
additional site figures; 
however, the site figures 
do not contain sufficient 
detail of the sites, such as 
the location of structures 
and operations in relation 
to local geographic 
features.  
 
The Board requires that 
this be provided as part 
of an update to the WMP. 

Comment ID-18: 
Paramount indicated that 
at the time of the review 
they were not certain 
where waste would be 
stored but indicated 
waste could be generated 
at any well site or camp 
dependent on the 
activity.  
 
The Board require that 
Paramount’s response be 
included as part of an 
update to the WMP. 

 GNWT comment ID-9: 
Ensure waste 
management processes 
limit the attraction of 
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Waste Management Plan Spill Contingency Plan Engagement Plan 

wildlife through the 
following mitigation 
measures: appropriate 
food and garbage 
handling and storage 
procedures; storing all 
food, waste, recyclables 
and debris that may 
attract wildlife within 
sealed animal proof 
containers until final 
disposal; ensuring sealed 
animal proof containers 
are cleaned once emptied 
to minimize the attraction 
of wildlife; and removal of 
all waste to an approved 
disposal facility. 

Direction for Revision 
from Liard South 
Revision Review 

ADKFN comment ID-1: 
ADKFN expressed 
concerns about the 
amount of hazardous 
wastes moving through 
its territory and 
requested that the WMP 
be updated to include 
estimates of the total 
volumes of waste that will 
be produced and 
disposed of. 
 
The Board requires that 
Paramount update the 
WMP to include 
estimates of the total 
volumes of waste that will 
be managed. 

In response to many 
comments on the SCP, 
Paramount indicated that 
many updates would be 
addressed in the 
submissions made for the 
Liard East and West 
renewal Applications. The 
following 
recommendations have 
not been addressed: 
 
ADKFN Comment ID-1: 

ADKFN requested that its 

community be explicitly 

notified in the event of a 

spill.  

 

The Board requires that 

Paramount include 

ADKFN in its list of parties 

to be notified in the event 

of a spill, as requested. 

ADKFN comment ID-1: 
ADKFN requested that 
they be acknowledged as 
a rights holder rather 
than a stakeholder; that 
Paramount support and 
provide capacity for 
updated Traditional 
Knowledge Land Use 
activities; that ADK 
Holdings Ltd. be added to 
the Engagement Plan list; 
and that Paramount 
include additional issues 
and face-to-face meetings 
in the Plan. 
 
The Board requires that 

Paramount adjust its 

language and 

commitments, as 

appropriate, in reference 

to the ADKFN. 

GNWT comment ID-1-4 
and 6-8: GNWT noted 
several editorial 
requirements needed to 
update the WMP.  
 
The Board requires that 
Paramount ensure all 
editorial issues identified 
by the GNWT be 
addressed in the final 
revision. 

ADKFN Comment ID-2: 
ADKFN requested that 
Paramount provide 
additional detail on 
mitigation measures to 
avoid spills throughout 
the Project area. 
 
The Board requires that 
Paramount provide a 
thorough description of 
all spill prevention 
measures as required by 

SKFN comment ID-1-6: 

SKFN requested that the 

Engagement Plan be 

updated to update and 

expand SKFN 

representatives’ contact 

information; that 

Paramount commit to 

face-to-face meetings 

twice annually; that they 

commit to exploring 

opportunities for site 



 

 
List of Revisions 

 
Waste Management Plan Spill Contingency Plan Engagement Plan 

the INAC Guidelines for 
Spill Contingency 
Planning.  

visits at least once per 

field season; and that 

they have a SKFN 

member be present for 

helicopter inspections of 

the Celibeta site. 

 

The Board requires that 

Paramount adjust its 

language and 

commitments, as 

appropriate, in reference 

to the SKFN. 

GNWT comment ID-5: 
GNWT requested 
additional detail on the 
waste management 
facilities proposed to be 
used for final disposal.  
 
The Board requires 
Paramount to provide 
more detail on the final 
disposal locations for all 
waste types. 

GNWT comment ID-1-2: 
GNWT noted several 
editorial requirements 
needed to update the 
WMP.  
 
The Board requires that 
Paramount ensure all 
editorial issues identified 
by the GNWT be 
addressed in the final 
revision. 

Board Staff Comment ID-
1: Board staff 
recommended that 
Paramount ensure its 
engagement logs are 
maintained up-to-date as 
engagement efforts 
continue for each project 
in the Liard area. 
 
The Board requires that 
Paramount update its 
engagement log for each 
plan revision. 
 

GNWT comment ID-4: 
GNWT requested that 
Paramount provide 
response strategies for 
the potential spill 
scenarios described in the 
SCP and site-specific 
detailed spill response 
guidelines. 
 
The Board requires that 
Paramount provide a 
thorough description of 
all spill scenarios as 
required by the INAC 
Guidelines for Spill 
Contingency Planning. 
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