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SUMMARY 

This Plan describes what Golden Pursuit will do to close the South Gordon Lake exploration site 
annually, in the event of a temporary closure, and at the end of the program.  
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GLOSSARY & ACRONYMS 

Term Meaning 

ADFN Akaitcho Dene First Nations 

Aurora 
Aurora Geosciences Ltd., the exploration program manager acting on 

behalf of the proponent 

Backhaul Transport off site back to Yellowknife 

Closure cost estimate 
An estimate of the amount of money needed to close and clean-up a 

project, also referred to as a security estimate 

Closure goal 
Guiding statement that provides the vision and purpose of reclamation, 

attained once all closure objectives are satisfied. 

Closure objectives 
What the closure activities are aiming to achieve, guided by the closure 

principles. 

Closure principles 

Guide the selection of closure objectives and include four core 

principles: physical stability; chemical stability; no long-term active care 

requirements; future use  

ECCC Environment and Climate Change Canada 

Final closure 
Planned decommissioning of the entire Project at the end of the final 

season of site use 

GNWT Government of Northwest Territories 

Golden Pursuit Golden Pursuit Resources Ltd., the applicant, the proponent 

Joint Venture 
The group responsible for constructing and operating the TCWR each 

year 

MVLWB Mackenzie Valley Land and Water Board 

NSMA North Slave Métis Alliance 

NT Northwest Territories 

NWTMN Northwest Territories Métis Nation 

PDAC Prospectors and Developers Association of Canada 

Project South Gordon Lake Gold Exploration Project and all of its components 

Seasonal closure Planned annual site closure 

Site Work areas associated with South Gordon Lake Gold Exploration Project 

Split interest project A project having multiple different landowners 

Sump A person-made depression to temporarily contain liquids 

Temporary closure 
Either a planned or unplanned closure which may occur at any time and 

not considered to be final 

Winter road Tibbitt To Contwoyto Winter Road 

Winter trail 
The 2.5 km long stretch of winter access connecting the camp to the 

Winter Road 

YKDFN Yellowknives Dene First Nation 
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1 INTRODUCTION 

The purpose of the South Gordon Lake Project (the Project) is to conduct exploration-related activities 
to re-evaluate previously identified historic gold targets with new technology and a different 
perspective, and to find new gold targets in the area. Golden Pursuit Resources Ltd. (Golden Pursuit) of 
Vancouver, B.C. owns the Project, which is located in Homiìtì, over the south half of Gordon Lake in the 
Northwest Territories (NT) as illustrated in Figure 1.  
 
Golden Pursuit commits to implementing best practices and adopts the Prospectors and Developers 
Association of Canada’s (PDAC) E3 Plus Principles for Responsible Exploration. These principles are:  
 

1. Adopt Responsible Governance and Management; 
2. Apply Ethical Business Practices; 
3. Respect Human Rights; 
4. Commit to Project Due Diligence and Risk Assessment; 
5. Engage Host Communities and Other Affected and Interested Parties; 
6. Contribute to Community Development and Social Wellbeing; 
7. Protect the Environment; and 

8. Safeguard the Health and Safety of Workers and the Local Population (PDAC 2014). 

 
The purpose of this Closure and Reclamation Plan (the Plan) is to outline what tasks will occur to secure 
the South Gordon Lake site (the Site) upon seasonal and temporary closure, and to outline how the Site 
will undergo final closure. This Plan considers the guidance and requirements provided in the 
documents listed in Table 1, which may be updated from time to time. 

1.1 SCOPE 

This Plan applies to seasonal, temporary and final closure of the Site including the camp, associated fuel 
caches, drill sites, winter trail and core storage areas. In years where late season access to the Tibbitt to 
Contwoyto Winter Road (the Winter Road) is permitted, this Plan also applies to seasonal 
decommissioning of the winter road and related staging areas from KM 0 to KM 55.  
 
Seasonal closure refers to planned annual site closure and decommissioning of the Winter Road and trail 
at the end of each season. Temporary closure refers to either a planned or unplanned closure which 
may occur at any time and not considered to be final. Final closure refers to a planned decommissioning 
of the entire Project at the end of the final season of site use.   

https://www.pdac.ca/docs/default-source/priorities/responsible-exploration/e3-plus---principles/adopt-responsible-governance-and-management.pdf?sfvrsn=57623cb9_6
https://www.pdac.ca/docs/default-source/priorities/responsible-exploration/e3-plus---principles/apply-ethical-business-practices.pdf?sfvrsn=96831c8d_6
https://www.pdac.ca/docs/default-source/priorities/responsible-exploration/e3-plus---principles/respect-human-rights-operational-procedures-for-exploration.pdf?sfvrsn=c66237f0_6
https://www.pdac.ca/docs/default-source/priorities/responsible-exploration/e3-plus---principles/commit-to-project-due-diligence.pdf?sfvrsn=b4f8473e_6
https://www.pdac.ca/docs/default-source/priorities/responsible-exploration/e3-plus---principles/engage-host-communities-and-other-affected-and-interested-parties.pdf?sfvrsn=1567bf92_6
https://www.pdac.ca/docs/default-source/priorities/responsible-exploration/e3-plus---principles/contribute-to-community-development-and-wellbeing.pdf?sfvrsn=9dae1c42_6
https://www.pdac.ca/docs/default-source/priorities/responsible-exploration/e3-plus---principles/protect-the-environment.pdf?sfvrsn=b0c67e44_6
https://www.pdac.ca/docs/default-source/priorities/responsible-exploration/e3-plus---principles/safeguard-the-health-and-safety-of-workers-and-the-local-population.pdf?sfvrsn=fff1c941_6
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Figure 1. South Gordon Lake Project location map  
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Table 1. Related project documents and authorizations. 

Document Authors 

Standard Outline for Management Plans (2021a) Land and Water Boards of the 

Mackenzie Valley 

LWB Guidelines for Closure and Reclamation Cost 

Estimates for Mines, draft (2021b) 

Land and Water Boards of the 

Mackenzie Valley 

Guidelines for Closure and Reclamation Cost Estimates for 

Mines (2017) 

Mackenzie Valley Land and Water 

Board, Indian and Northern Affairs 

Canada, Government of Northwest 

Territories 

Guidelines for Closure and Reclamation of Advanced 

Mineral Exploration and Mine Sites in the Northwest 

Territories (2013) 

Mackenzie Valley Land and Water 

Board, Aboriginal Affairs and Northern 

Development Canada 

Environmental Guidelines for the Construction, 

Maintenance and Closure of Winter Roads in the 

Northwest Territories (1993) 

Government of Northwest Territories 

RECLAIM 7.0 Model for Estimating Reclamation Costs - 

User Manual: Mining Version (2017a) 

Government of Northwest Territories 

RECLAIM 7.0 Spreadsheet – Mining (2017b) Government of Northwest Territories 

Mine Site Reclamation Policy for the NWT (2007) Indian and Northern Affairs Canada 

Guidelines for Safe Ice Construction (2015) Government of Northwest Territories 

Mackenzie Valley Resource Management Act (1998) Government of Canada 

Mackenzie Valley Land Use Regulations (1998) Government of Canada 

Mackenzie Valley Federal Areas Waters Regulations (1998) Government of Canada 

Territorial Lands Act (1985) and Land Use Regulations 

(2016) 

Government of Canada 

Waters Act (2015) Government of Northwest Territories 

Spill Response Plan Golden Pursuit Resources Ltd.  

Engagement Plan Golden Pursuit Resources Ltd. 

Waste Management Plan Golden Pursuit Resources Ltd. 

Water Licence(s) Mackenzie Valley Land and Water 

Board 

Land Use Permit(s) Mackenzie Valley Land and Water 

Board 

1.2 SITE DESCRIPTION 

The Project is 80 km north-northeast of Yellowknife, NT, and at approximately 340 m above sea level, 
with local relief varying between 20-50 m (AGL 2021). The main camp is located at 62.955284o latitude -
113.335231o longitude. The Project area straddles the boundary between the Coppermine River Upland 
and the Tazin Lake Upland ecoregions of the Taiga Shield ecozone (ECCC 2021a, b), occurs within the 
Bathurst Caribou Range Planning Area (GNWT 2019) and is within the south-central Slave Geological 
Province in the north-northwestern portion of the Canadian Shield (AGL 2021).  
 

http://www.enr.gov.nt.ca/sites/enr/files/resources/reclaim_user_manual_mining.pdf
http://www.enr.gov.nt.ca/sites/enr/files/resources/reclaim_user_manual_mining.pdf
http://www.enr.gov.nt.ca/en/reclaim-model-mining
http://publications.gc.ca/collections/collection_2014/aadnc-aandc/R74-13-2007-eng.pdf
https://laws-lois.justice.gc.ca/eng/regulations/SOR-93-303/index.html
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Typical mammals inhabiting the ecozone include caribou, mice, voles, shrews, weasels, canids, grizzly 
bear and arctic fox. Common fish species include lake trout, lake whitefish, Arctic grayling, burbot, and 
northern pike. Vegetation is influenced by cool temperatures, a short growing season, frequent forest 
fires, and thin, acidic soils covering permafrost. Open stunted forests are mixed with bogs and other 
wetlands and bare rock outcrops. Common plant species include black spruce, jack pine, paper birch, 
trembling aspen, lichens and shrubs (ECCC 2021c).  
 
Vegetation is influenced by cool temperatures, a short growing season, frequent forest fires, and thin, 
acidic soils covering permafrost. Open stunted forests are mixed with bogs and other wetlands and bare 
rock outcrops. Common species include black spruce, jack pine, paper birch, trembling aspen, lichens 
and shrubs (ECCC 2021c).  
 
The local terrain consists of rugged, glacially scoured outcrops largely devoid of trees and interspersed 
with low-lying areas of tree-covered glacial drift up. The area is dotted with swamps and lakes and with 
a general appearance of ‘egg carton-type’ topography (AGL 2021).  
 
The climate is semi-desert sub-arctic with long, cold winters and short, cool to warm summers. January 
and July mean temperatures are -28°C and 17°C, respectively. The area is often a focus for 
midcontinental high-pressure systems and receives only 25 mm of precipitation annually. Days are 
normally bright and sunny during the winter, spring, and summer seasons. Winds are generally light to 
moderate, prevailing from the north during winter and from the south-east in summer. Freeze-up 
usually occurs in mid-October and break-up is commonly in late May to middle or early June. Work can 
be carried out during winter and summer with short interruptions during break-up and freeze-up (AGL 
2021). 
 
The Winter Road is accessed in mid- to late-winter only. At this time, ground is frozen and snow-
covered, and ice thickness on lakes is up to 2 m thick. Portages generally follow low-lying terrain found 
between lakes along the road route (EBA 2001, Ecosystem Classification Group 2012). 

1.3 CLOSURE PRINCIPLES, GOALS AND OBJECTIVES 

The final closure goal for the site is to return Project-affected areas to viable and, wherever practicable, 
self- sustaining ecosystems that are compatible with a healthy environment and with human activities. 
 
Closure principles are to ensure: 

• Project components are physically and chemically stable upon closure; 

• Long term active care is not required; 

• The closed site is compatible with future uses. 
 
The temporary closure objective for the site is to: 

• ensure that the facilities are not posing a risk to the physical environment, wildlife or humans. 
 

Final closure objectives for the site are to: 

• re-establish pre-disturbance terrain conditions, where possible; 

• restore areas occupied by the undertaking to a condition compatible with future land use. 
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1.4 FACILITY DESCRIPTION 

The Project occurs within the in the asserted territory of the Akaitcho Dene First Nations (ADFN), with 
the nearest nation being the Yellowknives Dene First Nation (YKDFN). The Project is also situated within 
the boundary of the Môwhì Gogha De Nîîtlèè (as defined by the Tłįchǫ Agreement, 2003) and the 
asserted traditional use areas for each the Northwest Territory Métis Nation (NTMN) and the North 
Slave Métis Alliance (NSMA). The Project also occurs within the area governed by the Land Withdrawal 
Order (South Slave/North Slave Regions; NT 2014). 
 
Yellowknife is the nearest major centre and main point of access and coordination. The majority of the 
mineral tenure and camp/laydown area are generally adjacent to the 55-60 km marker on the Winter 
Road (Figure 1). The Project area predominantly encompasses the central and south areas of Gordon 
Lake, with one area about 10 km south of Gordon Lake at Myrt Lake, altogether comprising 8 main sites: 
 

• Kidney Pond; 

• May/Nickerson Lease; 

• Myrt Lake/Vaydik Lease; 

• DAF; 

• Camlaren; 

• Burnt Island; 

• Goodrock/Storm; and 

• Murray Lake. 
 
The main seasonal camp is in the vicinity of the historical Kidney Pond adit area (Figure 2), with 
operations supported by small portable temporary satellite camp(s) for remote crew safety.  
 
At its maximum capacity (60 persons) and scope (4 drills), the Project camp may consist of a variety of 
temporary structures, as well as heavy and light duty equipment. Fuel is stored predominantly in drums, 
but small tanks may be used. Fuel caches are typically proximal to the main camp and laydown area, 
however remote fuel caches may be established elsewhere on the property. 
 
Winter access occurs predominantly via the existing Winter Road, which is constructed and operated 
annually by the Tibbitt to Contwoyto Winter Road Joint Venture (Joint Venture). It is expected that the 
majority of Golden Pursuit’s winter access and resupply will be carried out during the normal operating 
window of the Winter Road, utilizing the road from KM 0 to approximately KM 55, and via a seasonally 
constructed 2.5 km long winter trail extending from the Winter Road to the camp. However, in the 
event that equipment and supplies are still in transit or planned for transit when the Joint Venture 
issues its notice of closure of the Winter Road, Golden Pursuit wishes to maintain continued use of it 
until all of its materials are transported, prior to road conditions becoming unsafe, under its own land 
use permit, following closeout of the Joint Venture’s permit.  
 
A detailed list of maximum project components expected on site can be found in Appendix A. This list 
corresponds to the components considered in the closure cost estimates.  
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Figure 2. Main Camp Area, South Gordon Lake Project 

1.5 PLAN MANAGEMENT  

This Plan is intended to fulfill requirements associated with all authorizations.  
 
The Plan is reviewed annually by the Project Manager and updated as needed and following issuance of 
new or amended authorizations to ensure alignment with relevant terms and conditions. When material 
changes occur, the updated document is provided to parties in accordance with the Engagement Plan. 

1.6 PLAN IMPLEMENTATION 

This Plan is effective upon approval and is valid throughout all phases of the Project. 
 
The Project Manager or designate is responsible for Plan implementation. 
 
A copy of this Plan is maintained on site in the office, in the local project office in Yellowknife, and in the 
head office in Vancouver 
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2 ROLES AND RESPONSIBILITIES 

Golden Pursuit is responsible for activities associated with its exploration program in the South Gordon 
Lake area, including implementation and management of this Plan. Golden Pursuit’s contact information 
is: 
 

Golden Pursuit Resources Ltd.  
652 Millbank 
Vancouver, BC 
V5Z 4B7 
Phone: 604-730-6982 
Contact: Brian McClay 
Email: bmcclay@aol.com 
 

Aurora Geosciences Ltd. (Aurora) is Golden Pursuit’s exploration program manager. In some 
instances, Golden Pursuit may delegate its authority for program components to Aurora. 
Aurora’s contact information is: 
 

Aurora Geosciences Ltd.  
3506 McDonald Drive 
Yellowknife, NT 
X1A 2H1 
Phone: 867-920-2729 
Contact: Gary Vivian 
Email: gary.vivian@aurorageosciences.com 

2.1 STAFF, CONTRACTORS, SUPPLIERS AND VISITORS 
All personnel conducting activities on site, including staff, contractors, suppliers and visitors, are 
required to implement this Plan as it pertains to their activities on site. Specifically, these responsibilities 
include: 
 

• Taking all necessary steps to minimize negative effects to water, land and air; 

• Cooperating fully with your supervisor and/or Golden Pursuit management to implement an 
environmental protection program in your work area; 

• Only carrying out duties and tasks that you are experienced at and trained to perform; 

• Where there is uncertainty, asking questions and bringing concerns to the attention of your 
supervisor when working with products or conducting tasks that may pose potential 
environmental risks; 

• Reporting wildlife observations, spills and emergency situations in accordance with relevant 
management plans. 

mailto:bmcclay@aol.com
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2.2 MANAGERS AND SUPERVISORS 
Managers and supervisors have a responsibility to ensure that staff, contractors, consultants and visitors 
have been trained in Golden Pursuit procedures, where relevant. Additional supervisor and manager 
responsibilities include: 
 

• Maintaining a no blame work environment in implementing mitigation measures and follow-up 
actions; 

• Ensuring site-, task- and material-specific training is provided to all departments and staff; 

• Ensuring there are appropriate and sufficient supplies on site to support implementing 
mitigation measures and follow-up actions; 

• Providing assistance in response to environmental hazards; 

• Maintaining records of inspections, personnel training, equipment testing, maintenance and 
decommissioning;  

• Ensuring compliance reporting is undertaken in a timely manner; and 

• Engaging with relevant parties in a timely and transparent manner, where appropriate. 

2.3 PROGRAM MANAGER 
In addition to the responsibilities listed above the Program Manager is responsible for: 
 

• Overseeing waste handling, transport, sampling, and management; 

• Day-to-day oversight of all related reclamation efforts; and 

• Coordinating with other managers and supervisors to ensure safe and appropriate allocation of 
resources on site.  

2.4 DRILL CONTRACTORS 
Drill contractors are responsible for ensuring each drill site is cleaned up to the satisfaction of a Golden 
Pursuit inspector following each drill move and prior to commencing drilling at a new drill target. 
Closure-related activities to be undertaken include: 
 

• Removing all drill timbers, hoses, equipment, debris and garbage from the drill site; 

• Cutting drill stems flush with the ground surface; 

• Capping or plugging drill holes; 

• Backfilling flush with the ground surface any areas that may have eroded or subsided around the 
drill stem; 

• Removing to a natural depression any drill cuttings that may have been spilled to the 
surrounding land or ice; 

• Implementing erosion control measures where necessary. 

3 SEASONAL AND TEMPORARY CLOSURE 

Seasonal and temporary closure may occur for different reasons; however, related closure activities are 
the same. Typical activities associated with temporary closure of each project component are outlined 
below. 
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3.1 CAMP 
Valuables are removed from the camp to off-site storage. Remaining items key to the closure and start-
up of the camp are secured inside one hard-sided building (i.e. sea can), reinforced to withstand heavy 
snow accumulation. 
 
Tents are cleaned out, fuel disconnected, and doors wired shut to prevent snow and wildlife ingress. 
 
All perishable food and most non-perishable food is removed to off-site storage. A small amount of non-
perishable food may be left on site, stored in a manner such that it is not a wildlife attractant, as 
emergency rations. 
 
The kitchen is emptied and cleaned, including the grease traps, in a manner such it is not a wildlife 
attractant. 
 
The greywater sump is inspected to ensure it is stable and free from wildlife attractants. Erosion control 
measures are implemented where necessary. The sump is covered to prevent snow and subsequent 
meltwater accumulation. 
 
The incinerator and surrounding area are cleaned out, ash and debris removed, and incinerator secured 
in such a manner as to prevent snow ingress into the chambers and wildlife attraction. 
 
If installed, the small floating dock on Sentinal Lake is removed and stored securely above the high 
water mark. 

3.2 FUEL AND MATERIAL STORAGE 
Fuel and other materials such as drill additives, lubricants and coolants may remain in fuel caches for 
emergency use and to support camp closure and start-up. Fuel remaining in caches is inspected to 
ensure integrity of barrels or other storage containers. 

3.3 WASTE 
Hazardous and domestic waste generated during the preceding season is backhauled for off-site 
disposal or treatment in accordance with the Waste Management Plan.  

3.4 WATER INTAKE 
The water intake facility is removed from the lake and securely stored on site. Fuel is removed from the 
water pump prior to storage. 

3.5 CORE SHACK 
The core shack is cleaned out, fuel disconnected and doors wired shut to prevent snow and wildlife 
ingress, and is reinforced to withstand heavy snow accumulation. Core storage areas are inspected for 
stability. 
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3.6 DRILLS 
Drills are demobilized from the field and stored in a designated, durable area on site. Fuel lines are 
disconnected, and fuel tanks are either emptied or stored in suitable containment. Drill cuttings deposits 
undergo a final inspection to ensure stability. Drill steel is pulled or cut flush with the ground surface. 
Drill holes are capped or sealed with plugs and/or concrete The area around drill stems undergo a final 
inspection to ensure any areas of subsidence around drill stems have been backfilled in such a manner 
as to prevent water accumulation. 

3.7 MOBILE EQUIPMENT 
Any equipment that may be used to construct or traverse the winter road or trail in future years may be 
staged at the camp area, or as otherwise approved by the Inspector(s).  
 
Any equipment staged is drained of fuel with a drip tray placed underneath to capture any fluid leaks.  

3.8 WINTER TRAIL AND ROAD 
At the end of each season, planned abandonment of the trail and road corridor required removal of all 
supplies and equipment from the road, and removal of snowfills and V-notching ice bridges at portages 
prior to freshet.  

4 FINAL CLOSURE 

Final closure at the end of the Project involves a planned abandonment of the property, and where 
licenced for use, the winter trail and road. Final closure entails removal of all temporary facilities 
rectified onsite, and removal of snowfills and V-notching ice bridges at portages prior to freshet.  
 
Where possible, reusable equipment and supplies are be salvaged for reuse on other projects. 
Structures are emptied and dismantled. Clean is open-burned on site. Materials not suitable for reuse or 
open burning is transported off site for final disposal at appropriate facilities. Core remains on site, 
stored in a stable manner. 
 
Fuel, hazardous wastes, recyclables and other materials are bulked and packaged in a manner suitable 
for off-site transport and disposal, recycle or resale, as appropriate. 
 
Fuel caches are decommissioned. Any containment berms are inspected to determine if they are 
suitable for reuse on other sites. If not suitable for reuse, containment berms are disposed of off-site. 
Following fuel cache decommissioning, the land underneath is inspected for evidence of leaks resulting 
in contamination. If any soil contamination is detected, contamination delineation and clean-up is 
undertaken in consultation with the landowner. 

5 REPORTING AND DOCUMENTATION 

Annual reporting occurs in accordance with water licence and land use permit terms and conditions. 
Temporary and final closure efforts are photo-documented. 
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6 SECURITY 

Financial security for closure costs is estimated using the RECLAIM model version 7. The Project is a split 
interest project involving both federal and territorial lands, so security may be held by the Government 
of Canada and/or the Government of Northwest Territories.  
 
Cost estimate(s) in RECLAIM are provided separately and accompanied by a summary document, 
detailing assumptions, considerations and Federal and Territorial land and water allocations.   
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APPENDIX A. MAXIMUM PROJECT COMPONENTS 

Scope 
Winter road access 
Winter trail to site 

60 person camp 
4 drills 

Late season Winter Road use 
16,380 Person days 

Buildings # Equipment # 

Core shack 1 Helicopter 2 

Foreman tent plus drill storage 1 
Drill rig (diamond or RC) incl. 
accessories 

4 

Sleepers 15 Generator 6 

Cook/first aid facility 1 Water pump 6 

Office 2 Snowmobile 9 

Dry 2 Snow cat 1 

Kitchen 1 Small watercraft 2 

Pactos (2 per shed, 3 sheds) 3 Compressor 3 

Generator shed 2 ATV 2 

Sea can 1 Skidsteer 1 

Trailer* 14 Incinerator 1 

Portable camp (arctic oven) 2 Sled 2 

Floating dock 1 Channel saw 4 

Chemicals L or kg Core saw 4 

Diesel, drummed 102,500 Pick-up truck 4 

Gasoline, drummed 5,125 Weather station 1 

Jet, drummed 51,250 Miscellaneous tools  Various 

Bulk diesel, up to 4000 L tanks 20,000 Loader 1 

Packaged explosives 500 Dozer 1 

 

Hagglund 1 

Grader 1 

Water truck 1 

Ardco Tractor 1 

Ice profiler 1 

*If used, trailer camp will replace tent camp (sleepers, office, kitchen, dry) 


