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SUMMARY 

This Plan describes what is done with any waste generated during construction, operation and closure of 
the South Gordon Lake Project, located in the Homiìtì area, north of Yellowknife, NT.  
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GLOSSARY & ACRONYMS 

Term Meaning 

Aurora 
Aurora Geosciences Ltd., the exploration program manager acting on 
behalf of the proponent 

Backhaul Transport off site back to Yellowknife 

Blackwater Sewage 

Combustible A substance that can catch fire and burn 

Cuttings 
Very fine bits of rock that result from cutting drill core either in the 
ground by drilling or with a core saw 

Domestic wastewater Greywater from the kitchen and washing facilities, and blackwater 

ECCC Environment and Climate Change Canada 

GNWT Government of Northwest Territories 

Golden Pursuit Golden Pursuit Resources Ltd., the applicant, the proponent 

Greywater Wash water from the kitchen, bathrooms and laundry 

Hazardous waste 
Waste designated under legislation, requiring special handling and 
management 

IATA International Air Transport Association  

Mineral waste Cuttings from the drilling and core cutting 

Movement document 
Documentation required to accompany any shipment of hazardous 
waste 

MVLWB Mackenzie Valley Land and Water Board 

Non-mineral waste 
Construction waste, spent parts and equipment, and domestic waste, all 
generated through routine drilling and camp operations, may be 
combustible or non-combustible 

NT Northwest Territories 

PDAC Prospectors and Developers Association of Canada 

Project South Gordon Lake Gold Exploration Project and all of its components 

TDG Transportation of Dangerous Goods 

Sump A person-made depression to temporarily contain liquids 

Waste manifest 
Document required to accompany and shipment of waste, includes 
waste shipper and receiver identification as well as waste details such as 
volume and type 

Waste segregation 
Separation of different types of waste, based on their makeup and 
disposal method 

WHMIS Workplace Hazardous Materials Information Systems 
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1 INTRODUCTION 

The purpose of the South Gordon Lake Project (the Project) is to conduct exploration-related activities 
to re-evaluate previously identified historic gold targets with new technology and a different 
perspective, and to find new gold targets in the area. Golden Pursuit Resources Ltd. (Golden Pursuit) of 
Vancouver, B.C. owns the Project, which is located in Homiìtì, over the south half of Gordon Lake in the 
Northwest Territories (NT) as illustrated in  

Figure 1.  
 
Golden Pursuit commits to implementing best practices and adopts the Prospectors and Developers 
Association of Canada’s (PDAC) E3 Plus Principles for Responsible Exploration. These principles are:  
 

1. Adopt Responsible Governance and Management; 
2. Apply Ethical Business Practices; 
3. Respect Human Rights; 
4. Commit to Project Due Diligence and Risk Assessment; 
5. Engage Host Communities and Other Affected and Interested Parties; 
6. Contribute to Community Development and Social Wellbeing; 
7. Protect the Environment; and 
8. Safeguard the Health and Safety of Workers and the Local Population (PDAC 2014). 

 
Specifically regarding waste management, Golden Pursuit attempts to reduce waste-generating 
materials at their source and reuse materials to the greatest extent possible. Where reduction and reuse 
are not feasible or suitable, recycling, recovery, treatment and disposal are considered based on the 
nature of the waste stream, site-specific constraints, authorization conditions and available resources. 
 
This Waste Management Plan (the Plan) describes how waste generated by the Project is managed. This 
Plan should be read in conjunction with the documents listed in Table 1, which may be updated from 
time to time. 

1.1 SCOPE 

This Plan applies to all waste generated throughout the Project during camp operation, drilling, fuel 
caching, winter trail construction, operation, maintenance and closure. 

1.2 GOALS & OBJECTIVES 

Waste management goals include maintaining worker safety, limiting impacts to the environment, and 
operating in a manner that is compliant with all authorizations and aligned with industry best practices. 
 
The objectives of this Plan are to: 
 

1. Ensure employees and contractors are trained to manage waste in a safe and compliant 
manner; and 

2. Outline appropriate waste management measures to ensure environmental protection. 

https://www.pdac.ca/docs/default-source/priorities/responsible-exploration/e3-plus---principles/adopt-responsible-governance-and-management.pdf?sfvrsn=57623cb9_6
https://www.pdac.ca/docs/default-source/priorities/responsible-exploration/e3-plus---principles/apply-ethical-business-practices.pdf?sfvrsn=96831c8d_6
https://www.pdac.ca/docs/default-source/priorities/responsible-exploration/e3-plus---principles/respect-human-rights-operational-procedures-for-exploration.pdf?sfvrsn=c66237f0_6
https://www.pdac.ca/docs/default-source/priorities/responsible-exploration/e3-plus---principles/commit-to-project-due-diligence.pdf?sfvrsn=b4f8473e_6
https://www.pdac.ca/docs/default-source/priorities/responsible-exploration/e3-plus---principles/engage-host-communities-and-other-affected-and-interested-parties.pdf?sfvrsn=1567bf92_6
https://www.pdac.ca/docs/default-source/priorities/responsible-exploration/e3-plus---principles/contribute-to-community-development-and-wellbeing.pdf?sfvrsn=9dae1c42_6
https://www.pdac.ca/docs/default-source/priorities/responsible-exploration/e3-plus---principles/protect-the-environment.pdf?sfvrsn=b0c67e44_6
https://www.pdac.ca/docs/default-source/priorities/responsible-exploration/e3-plus---principles/safeguard-the-health-and-safety-of-workers-and-the-local-population.pdf?sfvrsn=fff1c941_6
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1.3 SITE DESCRIPTION 

The Project is 80 km north-northeast of Yellowknife, NT, and at approximately 340 m above sea level, 
with local relief varying between 20-50 m (AGL 2021). The main camp is located at 62.955284o latitude -
113.335231o longitude. The Project area straddles the boundary between the Coppermine River Upland 
and the Tazin Lake Upland ecoregions of the Taiga Shield ecozone (ECCC 2021a, b), occurs within the 
Bathurst Caribou Range Planning Area (GNWT 2019) and is within the south-central Slave Geological 
Province in the north-northwestern portion of the Canadian Shield (AGL 2021).  
 
Typical mammals inhabiting the ecozone include caribou, mice, voles, shrews, weasels, canids, grizzly 
bear and arctic fox. Common fish species include lake trout, lake whitefish, Arctic grayling, burbot, and 
northern pike. Vegetation is influenced by cool temperatures, a short growing season, frequent forest 
fires, and thin, acidic soils covering permafrost. Open stunted forests are mixed with bogs and other 
wetlands and bare rock outcrops. Common plant species include black spruce, jack pine, paper birch, 
trembling aspen, lichens and shrubs (ECCC 2021c).  
 

Table 1. Related project documents and authorizations. 

Document Authors 

Standard Outline for Management Plans (2021) Land and Water Boards of the Mackenzie 
Valley 

Guidelines for Developing a Waste Management Plan 
(2011a) 

Mackenzie Valley Land and Water Board 

Guidance for the Preparation of Waste Management 
Plans (2014) 

Inuvialuit Water Board 

Guidelines for Hazardous Waste Management (2017) Government of Northwest Territories 

Guidelines for Industrial Waste Discharges in the NWT 
(2004) 

Government of Northwest Territories 

Mackenzie Valley Resource Management Act (1998) Government of Canada 

Mackenzie Valley Land Use Regulations (1998) Government of Canada 

Mackenzie Valley Federal Areas Waters Regulations 
(1998) 

Government of Canada 

Canadian Environmental Protection Act (1999) Government of Canada 

Hazardous Products Act (1985) Government of Canada 

Interprovincial Movement of Hazardous Waste 
Regulations (2002) 

Government of Canada 

Environmental Emergency Regulations (2003) Government of Canada 

Territorial Lands Act (1985) and Land Use Regulations 
(2016) 

Government of Canada 

Transportation of Dangerous Goods Act (1992) Government of Canada 

Transportation of Dangerous Goods Regulations (2012) Government of Canada 

Waters Act (2015) Government of Northwest Territories 

Spill Response Plan Golden Pursuit Resources Ltd.  

Engagement Plan Golden Pursuit Resources Ltd. 

Water Licence(s) Mackenzie Valley Land and Water Board 

Land Use Permit(s) Mackenzie Valley Land and Water Board 

https://laws-lois.justice.gc.ca/eng/regulations/SOR-93-303/index.html
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1.4 PLAN MANAGEMENT  

The Plan is reviewed annually by the Project Manager and updated as needed and following issuance of 
new or amended authorizations to ensure alignment with relevant terms and conditions. When material 
changes occur, the updated document is provided to parties in accordance with the Engagement Plan. 

1.5 PLAN IMPLEMENTATION 

This Plan is effective upon approval and is valid throughout all phases of the Project. 
 
The Project Manager or designate is responsible for Plan implementation. 
 
A copy of this Plan is maintained on site in the office, in the local project office in Yellowknife, and in the 
head office in Vancouver.  
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Figure 1. South Gordon Lake Project location map.   
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2 ROLES AND RESPONSIBILITIES 

Golden Pursuit is responsible for activities associated with its exploration program in the South Gordon 
Lake area, including implementation and management of this Plan. Golden Pursuit’s contact information 
is: 
 

Golden Pursuit Resources Ltd.  
652 Millbank 
Vancouver, BC 
V5Z 4B7 
Phone: 604-730-6982 
Contact: Brian McClay 
Email: bmcclay@aol.com 
 

Aurora Geosciences Ltd. (Aurora) is Golden Pursuit’s exploration program manager. In some 
instances, Golden Pursuit may delegate its authority for program components to Aurora. 
Aurora’s contact information is: 
 

Aurora Geosciences Ltd.  
3506 McDonald Drive 
Yellowknife, NT 
X1A 2H1 
Phone: 867-920-2729 
Contact: Gary Vivian 
Email: gary.vivian@aurorageosciences.com 

2.1 STAFF, CONTRACTORS, SUPPLIERS AND VISITORS 

All personnel conducting activities on site, including staff, contractors, suppliers and visitors, are 
required to implement this Plan as it pertains to their activities on site. Specifically, these responsibilities 
include: 
 

• Taking all necessary steps to minimize negative effects to water, land and air; 

• Cooperating fully with your supervisor and/or Golden Pursuit management to implement an 
effective waste management program in your work area; 

• Only carrying out duties and tasks that you are experienced at and trained to perform; 

• Where there is uncertainty, asking questions and bringing concerns to the attention of your 
supervisor when working with products or conducting tasks that may pose potential 
environmental risks; 

• Segregating and disposing of waste in the receptables provided; 

• Ensuring no food waste or open top vessels containing waste are left unattended; 

• Collecting all non-mineral waste generated in the field and returning it to camp for proper 
disposal. 

  

mailto:bmcclay@aol.com
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2.2 MANAGERS AND SUPERVISORS 

Managers and supervisors have a responsibility to ensure that staff, contractors, consultants and visitors 
have been trained in Golden Pursuit waste management expectations and procedures, where relevant. 
Additional supervisor and manager responsibilities include: 
 

• Maintaining a no blame work environment in implementing mitigation measures and follow-up 
actions; 

• Ensuring site-, task- and material-specific training is provided to all departments and staff; 

• Ensuring there are appropriate and sufficient supplies on site to support compliant waste 
management; 

• Ensuring that facility inspections are routinely conducted; 

• Ensuring that secondary containment facilities are maintained dry; 

• Obtaining a hazardous waste generator #, and maintaining related documentation; 

• Conducting corrective action planning and implementation in a timely manner that supports 
maintaining ongoing site compliance; 

• Maintaining records of inspections, personnel training, equipment testing and maintenance;  

• Ensuring drill site inspections are conducted following each drill move and that all corrective 
actions are completed prior to commencing drilling at the next site. 

2.3 DRILL CONTRACTORS 

Drill contractors are responsible for ensuring that drill sites are managed in accordance with Golden 
Pursuit waste management expectations and procedures. Additional drill contractor responsibilities 
include: 
 

• Depositing drill cuttings in an area designated by Golden Pursuit; 

• Dewatering cuttings to the greatest extent possible; 

• Ensuring that cuttings do not flow in an uncontrolled manner to the surrounding land through 
the use of casing pots or other similar devices or methods; 

• Recording the location of any drill cuttings disposal areas that may be established; 

• Segregating and disposing of waste at the drill site in a manner that is consistent with how 
waste is managed at camp; 

• Transporting waste from the drill site to the camp, and segregating and disposing of that waste 
appropriately; 

• Conducting a drill site inspection on each shift; 

• Conducting corrective action planning and implementation in a timely manner that supports 
maintaining ongoing site compliance; 

• Maintaining records of inspections, personnel training, equipment testing and maintenance;  

• Ensuring drill site inspections are conducted following each drill move and that all corrective 
actions are completed prior to commencing drilling at the next site. 
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3 WASTE TYPES 

Types of waste that may be generated through the Program include: 
 

• Non-mineral waste; 

• Mineral waste; 

• Mineral wastewater; 

• Domestic wastewater; 

• Potentially hazardous waste. 
 
Non-mineral waste includes construction waste, spent parts and equipment, and domestic waste, all 
generated through routine drilling and camp operations. Non-mineral waste may be combustible or 
non-combustible.  
 
Mineral waste includes cuttings from the drilling and core cutting. 
 
Mineral wastewater is the water component of the cuttings associated with drilling and core cutting. 
 
Domestic wastewater includes greywater from the kitchen and washing facilities, and blackwater 
(sewage). 
 
Potentially hazardous waste includes spent spill response materials, spent oil filters, oily rags and 
containers, used batteries and used oil. Water from fuel secondary containment may also be potentially 
hazardous.  

4 WASTE MANAGEMENT 

Proper waste management is required to ensure worker safety, maintain environmental integrity, avoid 
wildlife encounters and support ongoing site compliance.  
 
Waste generated on site will be either treated on site, disposed of on site, or backhauled for disposal 
and/or treatment off-site at a suitable facility. Waste streams and their management methods are listed 
in Table 2.  
 
Where waste is backhauled for disposal or treatment, considerations for preparing materials for off-site 
disposal include: 
 

• Bulking like materials together (avoid co-mingling waste streams); 

• Utilizing proper containers suitable for the material and volume being stored; 

• Properly labelling storage containers and areas in accordance with the Workplace Hazardous 
Materials Information System (WHMIS) and Transportation of Dangerous Goods (TDG) 
Regulations (2012); 

• Staging waste awaiting backhaul in areas with suitable containment; 

• Disposing of waste on a regular basis and not allowing excess waste to accumulate in work 
areas; 

• Backhauling hazardous waste annually.  
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A local waste receiver has been identified; indication of their ability to accept Project-generated waste is 
provided in Appendix A. 

5 WASTE INFRASTRUCTURE 

As listed in Table 2, waste infrastructure that may be implemented over the life of the project includes: 
 

• Sumps and natural depressions 
o Greywater disposal; 
o Cuttings drill water disposal; 
o Core cutting water disposal; 

• Sea can for temporary waste storage; 

• Incinerator for combustible domestic waste (as needed); 

• Burn pan for large, clean, combustible waste (as needed); 

• Barrel/can crusher (as needed). 
 
Sump and natural depression locations are chosen based on the local terrain, proximity to source, 
distance from nearby watercourses (>100 m) and expected capacity needs. Disposal locations are 
routinely monitored to ensure capacity is sufficient and stable. 
 
Incinerator specifications and operational guidance are provided in Appendix B. 
 
Personnel using any waste management infrastructure are designated and trained for that specific task, 
where required.  
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Table 2. Waste streams and related management. 

Type of Waste Composition 
Quantity 

Generated 

Management Rationale 

Reduce Reuse 
Recycle/ 

Recover 
Treatment Disposal 

Non-Mineral 

Waste 

Combustible 

Wastes 

Clean wood, 

paper, 

cardboard 

Various  

Reuse/ 

repurpose 

wood 

where 

possible 

When 

backhauled, 

recycle 

cardboard and 

paper offsite 

Open burn, or 

incinerate on 

site 

Backhaul ash 

for disposal 

offsite 

Non-

combustible 

waste 

Food 

packaging, 

various 

containers, 

scrap metal, 

plastics, hoses 

Various 

Purchase in bulk 

to reduce 

packaging, 

where available 

Repurpose 

containers 

and scrap 

where safe 

and 

suitable 

Backhaul all 

recyclables to 

waste receiver 

for suitable 

handling 

Crush to 

reduce bulk 

for shipping 

Backhaul all 

non-

recyclables 

to waste 

receiver for 

suitable 

disposal 

Mineral 

Waste 

Drill and 

core cuttings 

Rock, water, 

salt, non-toxic 

drill additives 

Various     

Capture with 

casing pot, 

discharge to 

natural 

depression 

Mineral 

Wastewater 

Drill water 

Water, salt, 

non-toxic drill 

additives 

Various 

Recirculate drill 

water to reduce 

freshwater 

required 

Reuse drill 

water 

where 

possible 

 Settling tanks 

and/or use of 

flocculants to 

support reuse 

where possible 

Discharge to 

natural 

depression 
Core cutting 

water 
Water Minimal  

Reuse core 

saw water 

where 

possible 

 

Domestic 

Wastewater 

Greywater 

Kitchen, 

laundry, and 

bathroom 

wash water 

Up to 54 

m3/day 

(0.9 

m3/day per 

person)1 

Limit 

unnecessary use 
  

Grease trap in 

kitchen 

Discharge to 

sump or 

natural 

depression 

Sewage 
Sewage from 

Pacto toilets 

Up to 6 

m3/day 

(0.1 

    

Backhaul ash 
for disposal 
offsite 
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Type of Waste Composition 
Quantity 

Generated 

Management Rationale 

Reduce Reuse 
Recycle/ 

Recover 
Treatment Disposal 

m3/day per 

person)1 

Discharge to 
a sump 

Backhaul for 
appropriate 
disposal 

Potentially 

Hazardous 

Waste 

Hazardous 

waste 

Oily rags, 

spent filters 

and batteries, 

containers, 

used oil 

Various   

Backhaul all 

recyclables to 

waste receiver 

for suitable 

handling 

 

Backhaul all 

non-

recyclables 

to waste 

receiver for 

suitable 

disposal 

Water from 

secondary 

containment 

Water, 

hydrocarbons 
Various 

Cover 

containment 

areas to reduce 

ingress of rain 

and snow 

  

Activated 

carbon filter 

and/or oil 

water 

separator 

Discharge 

treated 

effluent to 

upland area 

Spent spill 

response 

materials 

Various 

absorbent 

materials 

Various     

Backhaul for 

disposal 

offsite 
1 Approximate, based on activities and number of persons on site. Total maximum volume of wastewater deposited expected altogether to be approximately equivalent to maximum authorized water 

use, 299 m3/day.  
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6 TRAINING 

All attendees to site participate in a site orientation which outlines waste management obligations that 
must be fulfilled while on site and identifies related personnel roles and responsibilities. Further, all 
project personnel are trained in WHMIS.  
 
Personnel with specific tasks are trained accordingly and training documentation is maintained on site 
and in off-site offices. Specific tasks and training include: 
 

• Incinerator operators trained in accordance with manufacturer specifications. 

• Hazardous waste bulking and backhaul:  
o trained in accordance with TDG Regulations (2012) where necessary.  
o trained in the International Air Transport Association Dangerous Goods Regulations 

(2016) where necessary.  

7 REPORTING AND DOCUMENTATION 

7.1 REPORTING 
Reporting occurs in accordance with regulatory requirements and the Engagement Plan. 

7.2 DOCUMENTATION 
A variety of documentation related to facility inspection and waste management is required to be 
maintained on site, including: 
 

• Waste manifests; 

• Movement documents, where required, filled out by an individual holding a valid certificate in 
TDG; 

• Facility inspection records; 

• Material inventories; 

• Incinerator log; 

• Burn pan log.  
 

A layer in the Project GIS system is maintained identifying the location of all sumps and natural 
depressions used, and the location of waste management infrastructure.  
 
A copy of documents can be made available to an Inspector upon request.   
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APPENDIX A. WASTE RECEIVER IDENTIFICATION 

To be provided prior to waste backhaul. 
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APPENDIX B. INCINERATOR OPERATIONAL GUIDANCE 

To be provided prior to installation and use of an incinerator on site. 


