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From: Nahum Lee [mailto:Nahum_Lee@gov.nt.ca]
Sent: May 15, 2017 3:11 PM
To: 'Galvin Simpson' (galvinsimpson@hotmail.ca) <galvinsimpson@hotmail.ca>; Water Dept.
(water@behchoko.ca) <water@behchoko.ca>; sao@Behchoko.ca
Cc: Heather E. Beck <Heather_Beck@gov.nt.ca>; Bruno Croft <Bruno_Croft@gov.nt.ca>; Olivia Lee
<Olivia_Lee@gov.nt.ca>; Jessica Pacunayen <jpacunayen@wlwb.ca>; Sudhir Jha
<Sudhir_Jha@gov.nt.ca>
Subject: Rae Lagoon
Importance: High
Hello Larry/Galvin,
Just a follow-up to last week’s capacity issues. It is my opinion that the emergency situation we
faced late last week could have easily been avoided if the Community Government of Behchoko had
been following the approved O&M Plan (attached). The O&M plan is clear in Sections 3 and 4,
stating that daily inspections are required at both the Edzo and Rae Lagoon systems during summer
months. I recognize that it is not technically summer according to the calendar but also recognize
that the intent of this section of the O&M plan was to capture freshet during the early summer
months as it is during this time that these types of infrastructure are most susceptible to erosion.
The licence, attached, indicates that the Community must contact the Inspector 10 days prior to
conducting a decant and that samples must be collected at this time as well. Due to the last minute
nature of the decant last week, several licence requirements were not achieved. This is
disappointing due to the fact that we have identified the Rae lagoon as an area of concern in the
past.
For your information, I am in receipt of all sample results (attached) and am glad to report that
licence criteria is currently being achieved at all SNP sampling locations (for bacterial parameters).
Further, the samples collected below the slumping section of the berm on cell 2 did not contain any
faecal bacteria and therefore it is believed that the water below the slumped section is runoff rather
than seepage. As a reminder, additional samples are required at R3 and R4 today and every three
days during decant and one additional sample one week after decant is complete. The samples must
be analyzed for BOD, CBOD, Faecal Coliforms, pH, Suspendid Solids, Ammonia-Nitrogen and Total
Phosphate.
Please advise how the Community Government of Behchoko intends to adjust its current practices in

order to reduce the potential for this type of situation during future operations. Also, any details
regarding the repairs required at the Cell 2 Berm should be forwarded to Inspectors as soon as
possible in order to facilitate our inspection planning. If you have questions regarding any of the
above please contact me anytime to discuss. Take care and have a good day.
Regards,
Nahum

Mársı | Kinanāskomitin | Thank you | Merci | Hąį’ | Quana | Qujannamiik | Quyanainni | Mahsı | Máhsı | Mahsı̀

Nahum Lee
Water Resource Officer
North Slave Region
Environment and Natural Resources
Government of the Northwest Territories
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Cell: 867-444-8491
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