June 3, 2022
Government of Northwest Territories
Department of Transportation
PO Box 1320
YELLOWKNIFE, NT X1A 2L9
Attention:
Re:

Mr. Terry Brookes

Land Use Permit W2016E0004 and W2021E0007
Road Construction (TASR) and Whati Access Road
Tlicho All Season Road (TASR) Alignment from ~Km 196, Highway #3 to Whati, NT

Dear Mr. Brookes,
An inspection of the Km 0+000 Camp, the Tlicho All Season Road (TASR), Pit 105 (Highway #9, Km 89+500)
and the mobile camp at Km 106 of the Whati Access Road was conducted by Inspectors Clint Ambrose and
Karine Gignac on June 1st, 2022. The inspection was carried out to ensure operating conditions annexed to the
above noted land use permit are being adhered to during this land use operation. All findings of the inspection
were discussed on site with Mr. Jean‐Pierre Gingras (Sub‐Contractor – Peter Kiewit Sons ULC).
The previously noted concerns at the Km 0+000 Camp and at the Km 19+800 maintenance shop have been
satisfactorily addressed and the cooperation of the Contractor & Sub‐Contractor is appreciated. Both camps
are being well managed, no major concerns were noted at Pit 105 and the Sub‐Contractor (Kiewit) is
committed to submitting & implementing a plan to address the slope stability on the south & north side of
Highway #9 at the James River (~Km 68). Your copy of the Environmental Inspection Report is enclosed and
should be self‐explanatory.
If you have any questions or concerns, please contact the undersigned at (867) 767‐9188 or Ms. Karine Gignac
at (867) 767‐9187 ext. 24189.
Sincerely,

Clint Ambrose
Manager, Resource Management (Inspector)
North Slave Regional Office
GNWT – Department of Lands
cc:

WLWB
GNWT‐DOI – via email
Peter Kiewit and Sons ULC – via email
Northstar Infrastructure GP – via email
RTL Robinson Enterprises Ltd. – via email
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ENVIRONMENTAL INSPECTION REPORT
Permittee:

Inspection Date – June 1st, 2022

Government of Northwest Territories – DOI
Permit Expiry Date

Last Previous Inspection

Land Use Permit No.

W2016E0004

May 29th, 2024

May 12th, 2022

Land Use Permit No.

W2021E0007

August 1st, 2026

February 3rd, 2022

Quarry Permit No(s).

Q2019‐06 (Pit 105)
Q2021‐01 (Pit 80)

November 28th, 2022
June 28th, 2024

August 26th, 2021
August 26th, 2021

Contractor:

North Star Infrastructure GP

Subcontractor:

Peter Kiewit Sons ULC
RTL Robinson Enterprises Ltd.

Location(s) Inspected:

The Km 0+000 Camp, the Tlicho All‐Season Road, crushing operations at Pit 105 at Km 89+500 of
Highway #9 and the mobile camp at Km 106 of the Whati Access Road.

Current Stage of
Operation:

Both camps are occupied, a plan for addressing erosional concerns at ~Km 68 of Highway #9 is
nearing completion and the crusher spread has been established in Pit 105.

Program Modifications
Approved:
Condition of Operation “A” ‐ Acceptable “U” ‐ Unacceptable “N/A” ‐ Not Applicable
Operating Condition

Aspect Inspected
W16E004

W21E007

Condition

A

Location and Area

A

A

B

Time

A

A

C

Type and Size of Equipment

A

A

D

Methods and Techniques

A

A

E

Type, Location, Capacity and Operation of All
Facilities

A

A

F

Control or Prevention of Ponding of Water,
Flooding, Erosion, Slides and Subsidence of Land

A*

A

#28 Erosion and Sediment
Control Plan

G

Use, Storage, Handling and Ultimate Disposal of
Any Chemical or Toxic Material

A

A*

#32 Notification of Solid
Waste Disposal

H

Wildlife and Fisheries Habitat

A

A

I

Storage, Handling and Disposal of Refuse or
Sewage

A

A

J

Protection of Historical, Archeological and Burial
Sites

A

A

K

Objects and Places of Recreational, Scenic or
Ecological Value

N/A

N/A

L

Security Deposit

N/A

N/A

M Fuel Storage

A

A*

N

Methods and Techniques for Debris and Brush
Disposal

A

A

O

Restoration of the Lands

A

A

P

Display of Permits and Permit Numbers

A

A

Q

Matters Not Inconsistent With the Regulations

A

A

R

Sections 8 to 16 M.V.L.U.R.

A

A

#47 Spill Response

ENVIRONMENTAL INSPECTION REPORT Pg. 2
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Permit #: W2016E0004 / W2021E0007

Explanatory Remarks

An inspection of the Km 0+000 Camp, the Tlicho All Season Road (TASR), Pit 105 at Km 89+500 of Highway #9 and the mobile
camp at Km 106 of the Whati Access Road was conducted by Inspectors Clint Ambrose and Karine Gignac on June 1st, 2022. The
inspection was carried out to ensure operating conditions annexed to the above noted land use permit are being adhered to
during this land use operation. All findings were discussed on site with Mr. Jean‐Pierre Gingras (Sub‐Contractor ‐ Peter Kiewit
Sons ULC (Kiewit)) and Mr. Hedley Rideout (Sub‐Contractor – RTL Robinson Enterprises Ltd.) in a phone conversation upon
completion of the inspection.
Km 0+000 Camp – W2016E0004
The camp (Figure 1) was occupied with seven (7) people to support land use operations along Highway #9 (Tlicho All‐Season
Road). Camp occupancy will fluctuate once the jetting of the fibre optic line resumes and equipment is mobilized into the land
use area for the rehabilitation of the fourteen (14) kilometre Whati Access Road and five (5) kilometre road to the Whati Falls.
The previously noted concerns at the camp have been satisfactorily addressed and the Inspectors are pleased to report that the
camp continues to be managed in an environmentally responsible manner with adherence to the operating conditions of the
land use permit.
The following was observed during the inspection; spill kits have been positioned in highly visible locations where there is a
high potential for a hydrocarbon spill (Figure 2 & 3), all parked vehicles & equipment had drip trays placed beneath them
(Figure 4), the Inspectors are confident that the drip tray viewed in Figure 5 will be cleaned and repairs to the truck conducted if
warranted, domestic waste water is being collected in the tank viewed in Figure 6 until final disposal occurs, fuel handling &
storage at the Transtainer appeared acceptable, and domestic garbage is being securely stored in the roll off bins viewed in
Figure 7 until final disposal at a licensed facility in Yellowknife occurs.
Tlicho All‐Season Road (TASR) – W2016E0004
The May 12th, 2022 inspection was conducted to ensure that all of the Sediment & Erosion Control (SEC) measures along
Highway #9 (TASR) were robust and effective at managing flows during spring freshet and/or heavy precipitation events. As
noted during the previous inspection, all measures appeared to be functioning as designed with the exception of the back slopes
of the ditch at ~Km 68, south & north of the James River Bridge.
The areas of concern on the south side of the bridge can be viewed in Figure 8 thru 10 and in discussions with Mr. Jean‐Pierre
Gingras (Kiewit), the development of a plan to address the slumping of the highly erodible soils is nearing completion. Although
some vegetation was present below the coconut matting (Figure 11), initial discussions included the immediate securing
(staking) of the coconut matting followed by the placement of produced rip‐rap once sourced. The Inspectors look forward to
reviewing the plan prior to implementation/construction and it is anticipated that the plan will be forthcoming in the very near
future, with work commencing shortly thereafter.
It is imperative the aforementioned areas of concern and the one location on the northeast side of the James River is addressed
in a timely manner to maintain compliance with Condition #28 of the land use permit.
Pit 105, Km 89+500 of Highway #9 – W2016E0004
The Sub‐Contractor, RTL Robinson Enterprises Ltd., began mobilization of equipment on May 21st, 2022 and aggregate
production commenced on May 29th, 2022. The crusher spread can be viewed in Figure 12 & 13 and unfortunately was
mechanical at the time of the inspection and therefore it was not operational. No major concerns were noted during the
inspection since the following was observed; minimal fuel is being stored in the land use area and all fuel is being delivered by a
fuel truck that is currently parked in the quarry (Figure 16), firefighting equipment was present outside the parts van (Figure
16), spill response materials were present in a highly visible location at the parts van (Figure 17), and all parked vehicles &
equipment had drip trays present (Figure 18).
Figure 19 is looking southwest at a previous working face and since no further expansion of this face will occur, oversize rock is
being tucked in & contoured at this location. This is an acceptable disposal method for oversize and as discussed with Mr.
Hedley Rideout (RTL) in a phone conversation upon completion of the inspection, disposal as viewed in this Figure must
continue as this land use operation progresses. If there is overburden present, it too must be spread over the contoured rock
once complete.
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Permit #: W2016E0004 / W2021E0007

Explanatory Remarks

Another discussion that occurred was the requirement to maintain positive drainage on the quarry floor to avoid ponding water
once quarry restoration is complete. Floor grades appear to have been established and the Inspectors are confident that this
aspect of quarry operations will occur.
Overall, this land use operation is being conducted in a manner that complies with the operating conditions of the land use
permit and the only remaining requirement of the Sub‐Contractor is to place a drip tray & a spill kit at the fuel tank for the tower
van that can be viewed in Figure 20.
Once crushing operations are finished and pit restoration nearing completion, the Sub‐Contractor must contact the undersigned
Inspector so that an inspection can be scheduled prior to the demobilization of equipment.
Km 106 Camp, Whati Access Road – W2021E0007
Camp mobilization commenced on May 17th, 2022 and at the time of the inspection, it was occupied with six (6) people to
support crushing operations at Pit 105 (Figure 21). The following observations were documented at the camp; a 4,500 Litre fuel
tank is stored inside the generator van with spill response materials readily available (Figure 22), absorbent matting was present
under the camp generators but it must be re‐positioned to ensure effectiveness if a spill were to occur (Figure 23), all domestic
waste water is being collected in a tank until it can be pumped out for disposal at a licensed facility (Figure 24), garbage is being
securely stored until final disposal occurs, hazardous & crushing operation waste is being removed to Yellowknife for
disposal/recycling, and all parked vehicles had drip trays present (Figure 25).
As per Condition #32 of the land use permit, the Permittee shall provide written notification to the Board and Inspector a
minimum of 10 days prior to the initial deposit of waste, demonstrating that the licensed disposal facility has agreed to accept
the waste and has the capacity to receive the volumes of waste requested.
Upon review of the file and correspondence from Kiewit, the Inspector does not appear to have a copy of the written
notification and it must be provided immediately in order to remain compliant with Condition #32 of the permit. The
Permittee’s cooperation is anticipated and appreciated.
Overall, the camp is being well managed and the only minor concern noted was the requirement to install a drip tray/secondary
containment below the fitting on the fuel line viewed in Figure 26. The Inspectors are confident that this concern will be
immediately addressed and once again, the cooperation of the Sub‐Contractor is appreciated.

Completed off Site
Representative’s Signature

Clint Ambrose
Inspector

_______
______________
Inspector’s Signature

ENVIRONMENTAL INSPECTION REPORT
Figure 1
The Km 0+000 Camp is currently occupied with seven (7) people.

Figure 2
Spill kits are present at the fuel truck and generator.
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ENVIRONMENTAL INSPECTION REPORT
Figure 3
Spill kit at the fuel tank for the main camp generator.

Figure 4
All parked equipment and vehicles in the Km 0 laydown had secondary containment present.
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ENVIRONMENTAL INSPECTION REPORT
Figure 5
Drip tray below this truck requires maintenance as antifreeze was present.

Figure 6
Domestic waste water from the camp is being stored in this tank until final disposal occurs.
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ENVIRONMENTAL INSPECTION REPORT
Figure 7
Domestic waste is being securely stored until disposal at a licensed facility in Yellowknife occurs.

Figure 8
Looking north at the areas of concern on the south side of the James River at ~Km 68.
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ENVIRONMENTAL INSPECTION REPORT
Figure 9
Back slope on the west side of the highway has slumped and pulled the coconut matting down.

Figure 10
Back slope of the ditch on the east side of the highway where slope stabilization is required.
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ENVIRONMENTAL INSPECTION REPORT
Figure 11
Looking north along the eastern ditch line at ~Km 68. The re‐establishment of vegetation was
observed in a few sections.

Figure 12
Looking northwest at the crusher spread in Pit 105 at Km 89+500 of Highway #9.
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ENVIRONMENTAL INSPECTION REPORT
Figure 13
Another view of the crusher spread in Pit 105.

Figure 14
These self‐propelled crusher units will be removed from the land use area.
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ENVIRONMENTAL INSPECTION REPORT
Figure 15
Parked vehicles had drip trays and this fuel truck is the only additional fuel in the land use area.

Figure 16
Fire fighting equipment was present outside the parts van.
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Figure 17
A spill kit is present at the parts van.

Figure 18
All parked vehicles and equipment had drip trays placed beneath them.
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ENVIRONMENTAL INSPECTION REPORT
Figure 19
All oversize must be tucked up and sloped against the completed face on the west side of Pit 105.

Figure 20
Fuel tank on the tower van. Fuel handling appeared satisfactory but a spill kit and drip tray for
fuel transfers must be positioned at this location.
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ENVIRONMENTAL INSPECTION REPORT
Figure 21
Looking northwest at the mobile camp that has been positioned at Km 106 of the Whati Access
Road.

Figure 22
Fuel tank and spill kit inside the generator trailer.
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ENVIRONMENTAL INSPECTION REPORT
Figure 23
Absorbent matting has been placed below the camp generators and must be re‐positioned to
ensure it is effective if a spill were to occur.

Figure 24
Lift station at the camp. All domestic waste water is being pumped out for disposal at the Whati
Sewage Lagoon.

Date:

June 01, 2022

Permit #:

W2016E0004/W2021E0007

Page No:

12

ENVIRONMENTAL INSPECTION REPORT
Figure 25
Parked trucks had drip trays placed beneath them.

Figure 26
The fuel line connections outside of the metal structure require secondary containment to be
implemented.
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