November 25th, 2021
Government of Northwest Territories
Department of Transportation
PO Box 1320
YELLOWKNIFE, NT X1A 2L9
Attention:
Re:

Mr. Terry Brookes

Land Use Permit W2016E0004
Road Construction
Tlicho All Season Road (TASR) Alignment from ~Km 196, Highway #3 to Whati, NT

Dear Mr. Brookes,
An inspection of the Km 0+000 Camp, Main Camp, and the Tlicho All Season Road (TASR) was conducted by
Inspectors Clint Ambrose and Brandon Bradbury on November 23rd, 2021. The inspection was carried out to
ensure operating conditions annexed to the above noted land use permit are being adhered to during this land
use operation. All findings were discussed with Mr. Martin Currie (Contractor – North Star Infrastructure GP)
at the Main Camp and Mr. Bruno Pigeon (Sub‐Contractor – Peter Kiewit Sons ULC) in a phone conversation
upon completion of the inspection.
Construction of the TASR is complete, pits & quarries have been fully restored, and the majority of the items
used in connection with this land use operation has been demobilized or are in the process of being
demobilized from the land use area. The only concern noted that requires the Contractor’s immediate
attention is the removal of impacted ice/snow in the instaberms for proper off‐site disposal. Your copy of the
Environmental Inspection Report is enclosed and should be self‐explanatory.
Overall, since commencement of this project in September 2019, the cooperation & commitment of the Sub‐
contractor, Peter Kiewit Sons ULC (Kiewit) to comply with operating conditions of the land use permit and
demonstrate environmental diligence throughout land use operations was greatly appreciated by Inspectors.
If you have any questions or concerns, please contact the undersigned at (867) 767‐9188 or Mr Brandon
Bradbury at (867) 767‐9187 ext. 24193.
Sincerely,

Clint Ambrose
Manager, Resource Management (Inspector)
North Slave Regional Office
GNWT – Department of Lands
cc:

WLWB
GNWT‐DOI – via email
Peter Kiewit and Sons ULC – via email
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ENVIRONMENTAL INSPECTION REPORT
Permittee:

Inspection Date – November 23rd, 2021

Government of Northwest Territories – DOI
Permit Expiry Date

Last Previous Inspection

Land Use Permit No.

W2016E0004

May 29th, 2024

October 19th, 2021

Quarry Permit No(s).

2019QP0010 (Pit 2B)
2019QP0011 (Pit 3)
2019QP0012 (Pit 13B)
2019QP0013 (Pit 13C)
2019QP0015 (Pit 21B)
2019QP0018 (Pit 33A)
2020QP0003 (Pit 48)
2020QP0004 (Pit 68A)
2020QP0006 (Pit 76)
Q2019‐06 (Pit 105)
Q2021‐01 (Pit 80)

May 2nd, 2022
May 2nd, 2022
May 2nd, 2022
May 2nd, 2022
May 2nd, 2022
May 2nd, 2022
January 28th, 2023
January 28th, 2023
January 28th, 2023
November 28th, 2022
June 28th, 2024

October 19th, 2021
October 19th, 2021
October 14th, 2021
October 14th, 2021
October 14th, 2021
October 14th, 2021
October 14th, 2021
October 14th, 2021
October 14th, 2021
August 26th, 2021
August 26th, 2021

Contractor:

North Star Infrastructure GP

Subcontractor:

Peter Kiewit Sons ULC

Location(s) Inspected:

Two camps (Km 0+000 Camp & Main Camp) and ninety‐seven (97) kilometres of the TASR.

Current Stage of
Operation:

The camps were unoccupied at the time of the inspection and TASR construction is complete. Equipment,
vehicles, camp modules and other items used in connection with this land use operation are actively being
demobilized from the land use area.

Program Modifications
Approved:
Condition of Operation “A” ‐ Acceptable “U” ‐ Unacceptable “N/A” ‐ Not Applicable
Operating Condition

Aspect Inspected
Camps

TASR

A

Location and Area

A

A

B

Time

A

A

C

Type and Size of Equipment

A

A

D

Methods and Techniques

A

A

E

Type, Location, Capacity and Operation of All Facilities

A

A

F

Control or Prevention of Ponding of Water, Flooding,
Erosion, Slides and Subsidence of Land

A

A

G

Use, Storage, Handling and Ultimate Disposal of Any
Chemical or Toxic Material

A

A

H

Wildlife and Fisheries Habitat

A

A

I

Storage, Handling and Disposal of Refuse or Sewage

A*

A

J

Protection of Historical, Archeological and Burial Sites

A

A

K

Objects and Places of Recreational, Scenic or Ecological
Value

N/A

N/A

L

Security Deposit

N/A

N/A

M

Fuel Storage

A*

A

N

Methods and Techniques for Debris and Brush Disposal

A

A

O

Restoration of the Lands

A

A

P

Display of Permits and Permit Numbers

A

A

Q

Matters Not Inconsistent With the Regulations

A

A

R

Sections 8 to 16 M.V.L.U.R.

A

A

Condition

#56 Waste Management

#79 Drip Trays
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Explanatory Remarks

An inspection of the Km 0+000 Camp, Main Camp (Km 19) and the Tlicho All Season Road (TASR) was conducted by Inspectors
Clint Ambrose and Brandon Bradbury on November 23rd, 2021. The inspection was carried out to ensure operating conditions
annexed to the above noted land use permit are being adhered to during this land use operation. All findings were discussed
with Mr. Martin Currie (Contractor – North Star Infrastructure GP) at the Main Camp and Mr. Bruno Pigeon (Sub‐Contractor ‐
Peter Kiewit Sons ULC (Kiewit)) in a phone conversation upon completion of the inspection.
The previously noted concerns from the September 21st, 2021 inspection have been satisfactorily addressed and the cooperation
of the Sub‐Contractor to address concerns in a timely manner is appreciated.
Km 0+000 Camp
The Km 0+000 Camp can be viewed in Figure 1 & 2 and at the time of the inspection, the camp was unoccupied and shutdown
(winterized) for the season. The Inspector was informed that this camp will remain vacant until work on the Fibre Optic Line re‐
commences in the Spring/Summer of 2022. Equipment that was utilized for the construction of the TASR can be viewed in
Figure 3 and is being staged at the camp until it can be demobilized from the land use area.
Unfortunately the majority of the parked equipment was missing drip trays (Figure 4 – 6) which is a requirement of Condition
#79 of the land use permit. In discussions with Mr. Pigeon, the Inspector was informed that drip trays were in place less than a
week ago but may have been stolen or relocated. The Contractor & Sub‐Contractor assured the Inspectors that this concern will
be addressed immediately and this cooperation is appreciated.
Main Camp – Km 19
Demobilization of the Main Camp, equipment, vehicles and the majority of all other items used in connection with this land use
operation for housing personnel & construction of the TASR was well underway at the time of the inspection. As seen in Figure 7
& 8, two of the heavily used laydowns have been cleared with only minimal items remaining (Figure 9 – 12).
It is anticipated that any items that no longer serve a purpose for this land use operation will be removed for proper off‐site
disposal, re‐purposing or recycling in a timely manner.
The Inspector is pleased to report the following observations at the Main Camp;


Metal waste bins (Figure 13) and roll off bins (Figure 14) are labeled, strategically placed for ease of use, waste
segregation is occurring and no unacceptable items were present,



Waste receptacles and signage was present on the north side of the maintenance shop (Figure 15),



Ongoing removal of all waste streams is scheduled to occur during maintenance activities along the TASR,



Spill kits are in a highly visible location outside the maintenance shop (Figure 16) and at the tank farm & shop
generator (Figure 17),



Drip trays were present under the equipment viewed in Figure 18 & 19,



Fuel nozzles for the Transtainer (Diesel) and Transcube (Gasoline) are being stored within secondary
containment (Figure 20 & 21),



A drip tray is being utilized for fuel transfers to vehicles & equipment, and



The majority of the hazardous waste has been removed from the instaberms in the maintenance shop laydown
for proper off‐site disposal (Figure 22).

Overall, the camp, equipment and supplies demobilization is being conducted in a manner that complies with the operating
conditions of the land use permit and only two concerns were noted that require the Permittee’s immediate attention.
As seen in the instaberm viewed in Figure 23, hydrocarbon/glycol impacted snow & ice was present. The contents of both
instaberms in the maintenance shop laydown must be containerized and shipped off‐site for proper disposal at a licensed
disposal facility in Yellowknife.
The Contractor must provide photographic documentation confirming this concern has been satisfactorily addressed.
The second concern was with the frost fighter in the tent shop (Figure 24). The Contractor must implement secondary
containment below this unit to reduce the likelihood of a spill from tank expansion or during re‐fueling. The Inspectors are
confident that both aforementioned concerns will be addressed immediately.
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Permit #: W2016E0004

Explanatory Remarks

Throughout the construction of the TASR, two (2) Transtainer fuel tanks with a combined volume of ~130,000 Litres were
positioned at the location viewed in Figure 25. Although no obvious hydrocarbon spills were observed, this area must be
diligently monitored by the Permittee for impacted soils during the spring thaw and snow free conditions. There may also be a
requirement to conduct confirmation soil sampling to ensure no impacts are present. The Inspectors will endeavor to conduct a
snow free inspection in the Spring of 2022 with the Permittee/Contractor to determine if sampling or additional work is
required to confirm whether or not environmental impacts are present.
As seen in Figure 26, a pile of sandy gravel has been placed inside the tent shop and it will be used for sanding activities along the
TASR. The Inspectors discussed this pile of gravel with Mr. Martin Currie who informed the Inspectors that it was not “pickled”,
salt added. Therefore, the storage of sand on an unlined (impermeable) floor is acceptable but if the use of pickled sand is being
contemplated by the Permittee/Contractor, renovations to the floor of the shop will be required to prevent salt from entering the
receiving environment.
The demobilization of the Main Camp is underway and as seen in Figure 27 through 30, the majority of the camp modules,
generators, equipment and all other items that are no longer required for this land use operation are being staged for removal at
the very earliest opportunity. The Sub‐Contractor’s (Kiewit) cooperation to comply with Section 15 & 16 of the Mackenzie Valley
Land Use Regulations is appreciated.
The portion of the camp complex that will remain for highway/equipment maintenance can be viewed in Figure 31 & 32 and
consists of the following; two (2) shops, a portion of the office complex, one (1) generator, one (1) wash car, one (1) Transtainer
fuel tank for diesel fuel and one (1) Transcube for gasoline.
During the inspection, the Inspector discussed the requirement of the Contractor to maintain a record of all spills that occur at
the Km 19 maintenance complex (Condition #49 of the land use permit). Mr. Justin Grandjambe (North Star Infrastructure GP)
was present for the discussion and he will be developing a spreadsheet that can be provided to the Inspectors upon request. This
cooperation is appreciated.
TASR
The Inspectors are pleased to report that TASR construction is complete, Erosion & Sediment Control (ESC) measures have been
constructed/installed, pits & quarries have been fully restored, and the majority of the equipment and other items used for
construction have been demobilized from the land use area.
The environmental diligence demonstrated by Sub‐Contractor Peter Kiewit Sons ULC (Kiewit) throughout this land use operation
since its commencement in September 2019 is commendable & appreciated by Inspectors. If concerns were identified during a
routine inspection, they were immediately addressed by ceasing the activity or adapting techniques to achieve compliance.
Although construction is complete, it is imperative that ALL ESC measures are diligently monitored during spring freshet and
heavy precipitation events to ensure they function as installed/constructed and prevent environmental concerns from arising.
The Inspectors are confident that this will occur during routine inspections and maintenance activities that will be conducted by
North Star Infrastructure GP.

Completed off Site
Representative’s Signature

Clint Ambrose
Inspector

_______
______________
Inspector’s Signature
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Figure 1
Looking northwest at the winterized Km 0+000 Camp.

Figure 2
Another view of the Km 0+000 Camp. Looking southeast.
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Figure 3
Parked equipment at the Km 0+000 Camp is staged for demobilization.

Figure 4
Drip trays were not present below the majority of the equipment.
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Figure 5
Truck without a drip tray at the Km 0+000 Camp.

Figure 6
The parked grader did not have a drip tray present.
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ENVIRONMENTAL INSPECTION REPORT
Figure 7
The majority of the items in the Km 19 camp access road laydown have been removed.

Figure 8
Miscellaneous items and used tires that were stored on the east side of the Maintenance Shop
Laydown have been removed from the land use area.
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Figure 9
Previous location of scrap steel. Inspectors were informed that it was shipped south for
recycling.

Figure 10
Previous location of staged items and the fuel tanks in the shop laydown. Minimal items remain.
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Figure 11
If any of these items no longer serve a purpose in the land use area they must be removed.

Figure 12
Used tires, rims and other items that required proper off‐site disposal or recycling.
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Figure 13
Waste bins on the east of the shop. Properly labeled and no unacceptable items were observed.

Figure 14
Roll off bins are labeled and no unacceptable waste was observed.
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Figure 15
Signage and waste receptacles are present in the maintenance shop.

Figure 16
Another labeled waste receptacle and spill kits can be observed behind the grader.
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ENVIRONMENTAL INSPECTION REPORT
Figure 17
Spill kits are present beside the Km 19 camp generator and fuel tanks.

Figure 18
Drip trays are in use below equipment at the maintenance shop.
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Figure 19
Equipment on the south side of the shop is parked and awaiting demobilization.

Figure 20
The fuel nozzle for the 65,700 L Transtainer is stored in secondary containment.
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ENVIRONMENTAL INSPECTION REPORT
Figure 21
The fuel nozzle for the gasoline transcube is stored in secondary containment and a drip tray is
in use during fuel transfers.

Figure 22
The majority of the hazardous waste that was stored in these instaberms has been shipped off‐
site.
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Figure 23
Hydrocarbon impacted snow and ice requires immediate removal and containerization for
proper off‐site disposal at a licensed facility.

Figure 24
The frost fighter inside the tent shop requires secondary containment.
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Figure 25
Previous location of the two Transtainers (fuel tanks). Diligent monitoring for spills must occur
and a snow free inspection may require soil sampling or removal.

Figure 26
Inspectors were informed that this sand is for road surfacing and is not pickled (salt).
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Figure 27
The main camp is being winterized and staged for removal at the very earliest opportunity.

Figure 28
Looking east at the blocked up camp modules.
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Figure 29
Camp generators have been loaded on trailers for removal from the land use area.

Figure 30
Another camp module and other items staged for removal from the Km 19 campsite.
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Figure 31
The two shops and a portion of the office complex will remain at the Km 19 campsite.

Figure 32
Another view of the office complex and shops that will remain in the land use area.
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