Arctic Canadian Diamond Company – Water License
W2020L2-0004 and Land Use Permit W2021D0005
Applications
Fort Resolution Métis
Government Concerns and
Recommendations

Who We Are

1

Importance of Point Lake Area to FRMG

The Point Lake area is
important to FRMG members
and integral to the practice of
members’ rights and interests,
despite constraints imposed
from mining operations.
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Need for Environmental Assessment

FRMG is concerned that the Point Lake Project
will infringe on our members’ rights and way of
life; therefore, we request that the Project
undergo a full environmental assessment.
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FRMG CONCERNS & RECOMMENDATIONS
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Use of Traditional Knowledge
•

FRMG is concerned that the Traditional Knowledge used in Project
decisions has not been specific to the Point Lake Project.
•

This risks an incomplete or false interpretation of site-specific knowledge.

•

Traditional Knowledge is not static and further collection and analysis is required
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FRMG Traditional Knowledge Recommendations
FRMG Recommendation #1: FRMG recommends that Arctic complete the
review and on-site assessment of planned activities by recognized
traditional and cultural knowledge holders of affected Indigenous groups,
including FRMG, prior to the finalization of the design plans and start of
construction activities. As part of this, FRMG recommends Arctic commit to
supporting the completion of an updated FRMG Traditional Knowledge
Study either directly or through existing funding programs.
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FRMG Traditional Knowledge Recommendations
FRMG Recommendation #2: FRMG recommends that Arctic commit to
using and incorporating any Traditional Knowledge provided by FRMG or
other Indigenous groups in the assessment of its plans in an appropriate
context and in keeping with the intent and terms of its Traditional
Knowledge Management Framework and any established Traditional
Knowledge Protocols of participating Indigenous Groups.
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Cumulative Impacts to Culture
● The Jay REA found that cumulative effects of diamond mining have

resulted in a significantly adverse baseline condition in the project area
for caribou and the well-being and way of life of affected Indigenous
peoples.
•

Even without the Jay Project, the Point Lake project will have additional
adverse cultural impacts to FRMG.

•

Jay REA measures specific to cultural well-being and traditional knowledge
were created to ensure cultural well-being may improve and not worsen.
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Cumulative Impacts to Culture
● Examination of cultural well-being and way of life must extend beyond

the consideration of impacts to heritage resources.
○

A narrow examination of impacts to culture in this review process has minimized
impacts and is not reflective of current and ongoing cultural impacts experienced by
FRMG from diamond mining.
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FRMG Traditional Knowledge Recommendations
FRMG Recommendation #3: FRMG recommends the Jay REA measures
designed to mitigate impacts associated with cumulative effects be made
part of the conditions for any approved permits in the project area,
including those associated with the project under review.
FRMG Recommendation #4: FRMG recommends the Jay REA measures
designed to mitigate impacts associated with cumulative effects to cultural
well-being be made part of the conditions for any approved permits in the
project area, including those associated with the project under review.
Alternatively, Arctic and the GNWT must demonstrate that baseline
conditions to these valued components have improved since the Jay REA
was released prior to any project-related activities occurring.
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FRMG Traditional Knowledge Recommendations
FRMG Recommendation #5: FRMG recommends the Jay REA measures
designed to mitigate impacts associated with cumulative effects to
community and cultural well-being be made part of the conditions for any
approved permits in the project area, including those associated with the
project under review.
FRMG Recommendation #6: FRMG recommends Arctic’s commitment to
carry forward the Jay Measures it has identified to the MVEIRB in its IRresponse become a part of the conditions for any approved permits
associated with the project under review.
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FRMG Traditional Knowledge Recommendations
FRMG Recommendation #7: FRMG recommends that the GNWT commits
to carry forward the Jay REA measures designed to mitigate impacts
associated with cumulative effects to community well-being, including the
reporting of those efforts, and commit to working with FRMG to improve
FRMG engagement and participation in the implementation of Jay REA
measures.
FRMG Recommendation #8: FRMG recommends that Arctic commits to the
conditions of the Jay 13-1 adaptive management measure when
undertaking adaptive management actions of mitigation measures or of
identified impacts associated with caribou, cultural or community wellbeing.
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Concerns for Caribou
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GNWT/ A. Gunn - https://www.canadiangeographic.ca/article/plan-save-nwts-dwindling-bathurst-caribou-herd

Concerns for Caribou
• Project is within the core use area of the Bathurst caribou
herd range.
• Herd declining for many years and currently cannot
sustain harvest.
• Decline of caribou has had highly significant impact on
FRMG traditional activities and way of life.
• Necessary improvements to Jay Measures WEMP on
wildlife impacts may not be implemented until future
public review.
https://www.enr.gov.nt.ca/en/services/barren-ground-caribou/bathurst-herd
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FRMG Caribou Recommendation

FRMG Recommendation #9: FRMG recommends that an adaptively modified
version of the WEMP based on further public review be developed for Point
Lake operations as a condition of the project to proceed.
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Concerns for Fish and Fish Habitat
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Concerns for Fish and Fish Habitat
Fish Removal and Habitat Offsetting
• Fish/ fishing critical for supporting FRMG members’ way of
life.
• FRMG must protect fish within traditional use areas and to
ensure preservation for future generations.
• Fisheries Offsetting Plan and Point Lake Fish-Out Plan must
be developed in collaboration with FRMG and other
Indigenous governments.
• FRMG is concerned about potential downstream effects from
the dewatering of Point Lake, a headwater lake.
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FRMG Recommendations for Fish and Fish Habitat
FRMG Recommendation #10: FRMG recommends Arctic
complete a fully informed assessment of the potential
downstream effects to Conner Lake, Alexia
Lake, and their outflows associated with dewatering and
rewatering Point Lake, including anticipated hydrological changes
and potential impacts to fish and fish habitat. FRMG should have
an opportunity to review and comment on this assessment,
including the adequacy of baseline data collection, measures of
“success”, and the development of appropriate thresholds.
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FRMG Recommendations for Fish and Fish Habitat
FRMG Recommendation #11: FRMG recommends that Arctic be
required to collaborate with Indigenous governments to develop
the Fisheries Offsetting Plan to ensure that habitat offsets are
adequate in terms of kind, proximity, condition, and quantity
from the perspective of Indigenous people. Arctic should also be
required to collaborate with Indigenous governments in the
development and implementation of the Fish-Out Plan.
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Concerns for Fish and Fish Habitat
Downstream Monitoring
• Arctic states in their response to intervention that the AEMP
does not need to be amended for the Point Lake Project as
monitoring specific to fisheries losses will be determined by
the DFO authorization (Response to FRMG 12)
• If the purpose of the AEMP is only to monitor effects related to
discharge, then FRMG will consider this point addressed and
looks forward to helping develop the monitoring program
under the DFO authorization
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Water Management

https://spectacularnwt.com/story/petersons-point-lake-lodge-reel-big-experience
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Water Management
Overburden characterization and potential for ARD/ML
•

•

Arctic has agreed to complete seepage water quality predictions for the
operating and closure phases of the Point Lake WRSA (Arctic Response
to FRMG 14), which will be reported with the WRSA Design Report in
2022
FRMG considers this recommendation addressed
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FRMG Recommendations for Water Management
Recommendation #15: FRMG recommends that the Water License amendment
require Arctic to complete thermal modeling of the Point Lake WRSA thermal
cover based on best available climate change data to date. In the Waste Rock
Storage Area Design Report, Arctic should include a predicted date of thermal
cover thaw, if available, as well as a discussion regarding expected effects of
thermal cover thaw on local water sources, should the modeling prove
inaccurate.
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Water Management
Thermal modeling and expectations for long-term water
management
•

•

Regarding the use of climate change projections in thermal modelling,
Arctic stated that “Professional engineering practice will utilize current
and credible climate change projections for thermal modeling of the
Point Lake WRSA”.
FRMG believes that use of climate change projections should be a
requirement of any modelling using temperature or precipitation
conditions related to a licensed activity. The license should therefore
include this requirement.
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Need for Direct Engagement
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Need for Direct Engagement
• FRMG has no relationship agreements on Ekati Mine;
therefore, no firm commitment regarding mitigation/
accommodation/ benefits.
• Only FRMG can directly support and speak for our members’
interests and needs.
• FRMG expects to be directly engaged on all license & permit
activities - Project Planning to mine Closure.
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FRMG Recommendations for Engagement
Recommendation #16: FRMG recommends that Arctic commits to supporting
FRMG co-development of an engagement protocol.
Recommendation #17: FRMG recommends that Arctic commit to negotiation
of an impact benefit agreement with FRMG in good faith.
Recommendation #18: FRMG recommends that Arctic commit to involving
FRMG in all monitoring programs associated with Point Lake Project. FRMG
should be provided capacity support and involved in monitoring related
activities, including the development of monitoring programs, methods
development, sampling, data analysis and interpretation, and GIS analysis, as
well as provided all monitoring data and reports for review and comment.
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Closing
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