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1.0. Introduction
The Whatì waterfalls, traditionally known as Nàıl̨ıı̨, are located on the La Martre River (or Whatì Deè),
approximately 20 Kilometers from the Community of Whatı̀ and are accessible by road. It is anticipated
that the opening of the Tłı̨chǫ Highway (which took place in late November 2021) will result in a
significant influx in tourists to the community of Whatı̀.
The waterfall has been identified as a significant tourism draw. Currently, there is minimal
infrastructure to support the tourist experience at the Whatı̀ Falls. Existing infrastructure needs repair
and new infrastructure needs to be built in order to insure a safe and pleasant user experience.

2.0. Project Description
Following a period of initial engagement with the Tłı̨chǫ people – in particular the Tłı̨chǫ community of
Whatì and the Whatì Community Government – the Tłı̨chǫ Government Department of Culture and
Lands Protection (DCLP) is now considering a two-phased strategic approach towards infrastructure and
amenity upgrading to support tourism development and an enhanced visitor experience near the Whatì
Falls. The goal of this project is to accommodate visitors in a sustainable and eco-friendly way, whilst
maximizing economic opportunities for the local community of Whatì and mitigating potential negative
impacts of tourism infrastructure development on the natural environment, wildlife, and Tłı̨chǫ culture
and way of life.

2.1.

Project Phases

Phase 1 of this project focuses on the repair and improvement of the existing Falls access road
and lookout area, and the development of a day use area. The proposed day use area would be
similar in scale and amenities to what is currently at Yellowknife River, or the North Arm
Territorial Park.
Phase 2 of this project focuses on the development of a campground for overnight visitors.

Whilst these development phases are still largely conceptual (phase 2 in particular) logistical planning
work is now underway to prepare for the commencement of phase 1, which is intended to take place in
spring / early summer 2022. The Tłı̨chǫ Government Department of Culture and Lands Protection (DCLP)
is acting as the develop for this project. Potential partners for this project have been identified, but a
formal contract has yet to be confirmed. Once a partner has been chosen to carry out the construction
of this project, it will be their responsibility to carry out the implementation, mitigation, and reporting
requirements set out in the WMMP.
Figures 1-3 below provide a spatial overview of this project, and its scale.
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Figure 1: Community of Whatì and Whatì Waterfall.

Figure 2: Day Use Area, Lookout, and Potential Campground.
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Figure 3: Day Use Area and Lookout.

3.0. Wildlife Species and/or Habitat Features of Concern
There are a number of wildlife species, and species habitat, within the project area that are of concern.
The below table summarizes a number of know species in the area, and their status under Territorial
and Federal species at risk legislation.
Table 1: Species at Risk Expected at the Project Area
Name

NWT Assessment

NWT Legal List

Canada Assessment

Canada Legal List

Barren Ground Caribou

Threatened

Threatened

Threatened

Under Consideration

Boreal Caribou

Threatened

Threatened

Threatened

Threatened

Little Brown Myotis

Special Concern

Special Concern

Endangered

Endangered

Wolverine

Not At Risk

No Status

Special Concern

Special Concern

Bank Swallow

Not applicable

Not applicable

Threatened

Threatened

Barn Swallow
Common Nighthawk

Not applicable
Not applicable

Not applicable
Not applicable

Special Concern
Special Concern

Special Concern
Threatened

Harri’s Sparrow

Not applicable

Not applicable

Special Concern

Under Consideration

Horned Grebe

Not applicable

Not applicable

Special Concern

Special Concern

Lesser Yellowlegs

Not applicable

Not applicable

Threatened

Under Consideration

Olive-sided Flycatcher

Not applicable

Not applicable

Special Concern

Threatened
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Red-necked Phalarope

Not applicable

Not applicable

Special Concern

Special Concern

Rusty Blackbird

Not assessed

No status

Special Concern

Special Concern

Short-eared Owl

Not assessed

No status

Threatened

Special Concern

Transverse Lady Beetle

Not assessed

No status

Special Concern

Special Concern

Yellow-banded Bumble Bee

Not at Risk

No status

Special Concern

Special Concern

4.0. Project Impacts
The following two sections (sections 4 & 5) document project impacts, and corresponding mitigation
strategies that will be implemented to address said impacts. The table below provides a succinct
summary of this information.
Table 2: Project Impacts and Proposed Mitigation Strategies
Impact

Impact mechanism

Habitat
damage and
destruction

Proposed Mitigation strategies

•
•
•
•

Earthworks
Clearcutting / removal of vegetation
changes to drainage conditions
Fuel spillage

•
•
•
•

Workers restricted to project site
All construction activities > 30m from water bodies
Spill contingency plan
Emergency spill kits

Sensory
disturbance

•
•
•

Construction noise
Dust
Emissions

•
•

Consideration of sensitive periods for wildlife
Stricter speed limits enforced if large wildlife is spotted in project area

Wildlife injury
or mortality

•
•

Vehicle / animal collisions
Hunting

Toxic or
hazardous
substances

•
•

Fuel spillage
Litter

•
•
•
•
•

Wildlife
attraction
and humanwildlife
conflict

•
•
•

Scented foods
Scented rubbish
Habitat intrusion

Staff wildlife awareness training
Staff must yield right-of-way, for animals crossing road or project area
Fishing or hunting by project staff prohibited
No firearms on site, except by Tłı̨chǫ Environmental monitors
Spill kits onsite, or during the transportation of toxic / hazardous
substances
Litter disposed of in animal-proof bins or containers, before removal
from site
Scented food items secured in animal-proof containers or storage areas
Rubbish disposed of in animal-proof bins or containers, before removal
from site
Workers restricted to project site

•
•
•
•

Due to the small-scale footprint of the project and the largely non-intrusive nature of the development
taking place, the project impacts on wildlife and wildlife habitat are likely to be minimal. However, any
impact is important, and deserves appropriate documentation, consideration, and mitigation. The
following section describes some potential impacts associated with different aspects of the
development proposal.
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Habitat damage and destruction

The most obvious example of habitat destruction is the clear-cutting and removal of vegetation involved
with this project. This will likely happen to some extent during the construction phase in each of the
three project sub-areas: the access road to the Whatì Falls; the day use area and lookout; and the
potential campground.
Habitat damage may also occur through the removal of materials that could impact erosion and
drainage patterns in a habitat area, and through the production of dust and emissions as a by-product of
construction activities. Fuel spillages, if not contained, could also cause significant habitat damage.

4.2.

Sensory disturbance

Noise, dust, and emissions produced by construction activities and increased human traffic in the area
can all cause sensory disturbance to wildlife.

4.3.

Wildlife injury or mortality

Wildlife injury or mortality is most likely to occur through vehicle-animal collisions.

4.4.

Substances that are toxic or hazardous to wildlife

There are a number of substances on the construction site project arear that may be toxic or hazardous
to wildlife. Fuel for vehicles and machinery is one such example. Human litter and waste can also be
toxic to wildlife, and to the environment more generally.

4.5.

Wildlife attraction and wildlife-human conflicts

The increased human activity near the Whatì Falls during construction activities is likely to increase the
potential for wildlife-human conflicts. For example, consumption of scented food items that are
attractive to wildlife by workers, along with the generation of trash, will undoubtably draw some
animals. Of particular concern here are bears, due to their keen sense of smell which can pick up food
scents from several miles away, and their size, which poses an inherent risk for human wellbeing should
a conflict arise.
Another way wildlife/human conflicts may arise is through habitat intrusion. Whilst the footprint for this
development is fairly small-scale, clear-cutting for the new access road, day-use area, and campground,
will inevitably destroy and intrude into existing habitat. This could lead to surprise human-animal
encounters, which may potentially result in conflict.

5.0. Mitigation
The following section outlines how some of the impacts identified in section 4 will be mitigated.

5.1.

Mitigation for habitat damage and loss

•

Workers will not be permitted to leave the project site, unless there is a specific and necessary
purpose for doing so.

•

Any construction activity will occur at least 30m away from water bodies.
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•

Emergency spill kits will be available wherever toxic materials or fuel are stored and
transferred during construction to minimize effects to vegetation and wildlife habitat.

•

The same Spill Contingency Plan from the previous TASR project will be followed by Project staff
to prevent spills, and if spills occur as a result of an accident, that they will be controlled to
minimize the area impacted.

5.2.

Mitigation for sensory disturbance

•

If large game, such as Tǫdzı (Boreal caribou), Dedìi (moose), or Edzire (Bison) are observed near
a construction zone, speed limits will be reduced to 30km/h within a 2km buffer of the sighting.

•

Observation of large game animals will be reported to TG environment monitors, who patrol the
TASR (Tłı̨chǫ All-Season Road) to Whatì.

•

Construction activities will consider sensitive periods for wildlife, such as the nesting season for
migratory birds.

•

Approaching, feeding, or harassing wildlife is prohibited, and information signage may be
erected to educate project staff and//or visitors on this matter.

5.3.

Mitigation for Wildlife injury or mortality

Vehicle-animal collisions are the most likely cause of wildlife injury or mortality for this project. The
following mitigation strategies are aimed at reducing the likelihood and severity of a potential collision.
•

Project staff will need to undergo wildlife awareness training prior to beginning work, which will
focus on best practices for avoiding a vehicle-animal collision.

•

Project staff will be required to yield right-of-way to animals crossing a road, or project area
where they might be at risk.

•

If an observed animal does not leave a worksite area or road within 15 minutes after initial
sighting, project staff will be required to notify project management, who will get in touch with
on-duty Tłı̨chǫ wildlife monitors to deal with the situation.

•

Workers responsible for directing traffic and machinery will carry radios, which can be used to
alert other workers and vehicle operators about the presence of large animals in an area

•

Fishing or hunting in the project area by staff is forbidden.

•

Apart from usage by Tłı̨chǫ Environmental monitors, firearms will not be permitted on the
project site.
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Mitigation for substances that are toxic or hazardous to wildlife

•

Littering by project staff is not permitted, and bear-proof bins will be provided onsite to reduce
the likelihood of potentially toxic litter being consumed by wildlife.

•

Hazardous waste will be stored in appropriate and secure containers.

•

Emergency spill kits will be available in locations where toxic or hazardous substances are
stored, or during transportation of said materials.

•

The TASR Spill Contingency Plan will be followed by project staff to prevent spills, and to ensure
that if a spill does occur as a result of an accident, that it will be controlled to minimize the area
impacted and mitigate the impact of said spill on wildlife.

5.5.

Mitigation for wildlife attraction and wildlife human conflicts

•

Food scraps and garbage will be disposed of in bear-proof containers or bins that minimize
attraction, before being transported off site.

•

Waste products will be stored in secure containers and bins, before being transported off site.

6.0. Mitigation Monitoring
The following section outlines some monitoring strategies that will be used to ensure mitigation
strategies in section 5.0. are being implemented effectively.

6.1.

Project staff wildlife sightings log

A wildlife sightings log requires all staff to report individual wildlife sightings. This will allow project
management and Tłı̨chǫ Wildlife monitors to assess wildlife patterns and risks within the project area,
and ensure that the right mitigation strategies are being followed.

6.2.

Project staff wildlife incidence reporting

In addition to reporting wildlife sightings, project staff will also be required to report wildlife incidents,
including (but not limited to) a vehicle-wildlife collision; wildlife injury or mortality; or a hostile
interaction or conflict between an animal and a human. Staff will be required to report what occurred,
and which mitigation strategies were used in the situation.

6.3.

Wildlife surveillance by Tłı̨chǫ Environmental Monitors

Tłı̨chǫ environmental monitors already patrol the TASR regularly, recording wildlife observations along
this stretch of highway. During the construction phase of this project, these same monitors will also be
asked to patrol the 5km-long Whatì Falls access road (or as far as they can) in order to conduct road
surveys of wildlife within the project area, and identify wildlife risks or patterns that may need to be
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communicated to project staff. If a wildlife incident occurs, Tłı̨chǫ monitors will ideally be available to
provide their expert knowledge on how to deal with the situation, and to ensure that the right
mitigation protocols and strategies are being implemented by project staff. Tłı̨chǫ monitors will also play
an education role, teaching and reminding project staff about mitigation strategies.

7.0. Reporting
A report will be produced upon completion of this job. Wildlife sightings will be submitted to
Environment and Natural Resource’s Wildlife Management Information System (WMIS) on an annual
basis, and all wildlife mortality incidents will be reported immediately to the GNWT Wildlife Incident
Hotline.
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