
 

 

Duncan MacRae  
Vice President  
Alvarez & Marsal Canada ULC  
SUITE 1100, 250 – 6 AVE SW  
CALGARY AB T2P 3H7 
 
 
January 16, 2026 
 
 
Dear Duncan MacRae: 
 
RE: Cameron Hills Field Environmental Liabilities 
 
The Office of the Regulator of Oil and Gas Operations (OROGO) has reviewed the update and 
supporting documentation from Strategic Oil and Gas Ltd. (SOG) on the Cameron Hills 
environmental liabilities, submitted on December 17, 2025. 
 
Based on my review, further information is required. My specific concerns are: 
 

• The samples taken in October 2025 were at depths of 0-0.3 mbgl. Historical spill 
information identified contamination at depths greater than 2 m. Therefore, the October 
2025 sampling was not sufficient to assess any potential remaining contamination from 
these spills. 
 

• Not all spills were assessed through sampling and analysis. Two spills, 2010432 and 
2011012, were only assessed using visual observations. 

 
Future sampling plans should be tailored to accommodate specific objectives of the site 
conditions to be investigated. Clear rationale must be provided for the media, sampling locations, 
and depths. The number of samples and suite of chemical analyses will depend upon site 
characteristics and must be sufficient to identify impacted areas and define the distribution of 
contaminants.  
 
OROGO requires further Environmental Site Assessments (ESA) to evaluate the status of the 
spills listed in the table below. 

                  

Spill Number Assessment Requirements 

2003285 • October 2025 sampling is insufficient: 
o In 2003, contamination identified at 2.5 mbgl. 
o In 2025, SOG sampled only 0-0.3 mbgl in the impacted area. 

• Sampling plan requires approval by OROGO prior to sampling being 
conducted.  
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Spill Number Assessment Requirements 

2007257 • SOG has identified that further assessment is needed. 

• Sampling plan requires approval by OROGO prior to sampling being 
conducted. 

2008546 • October 2025 sampling is insufficient: 
o In 2009, contamination identified at 2m mbgl. 
o In 2025, SOG sampled only 0-0.3 mbgl in the impacted area. 

Sampling plan requires approval by OROGO prior to sampling being 
conducted. 

2010432 • October 2025 sampling is insufficient: 
o In 2025, only visual observations were conducted. 

Sampling plan requires approval by OROGO prior to sampling being 
conducted. 

2011012 • October 2025 sampling is insufficient: 
o In 2025, only visual observations were conducted. 

Sampling plan requires approval by OROGO prior to sampling being 
conducted. 

2011384 • October 2025 sampling is insufficient: 
o In 2011, contamination depths not identified. Given the identified 

depth of other contamination resulting from spills of a similar 
volume on the site, an estimated depth of approximately 2 mbgl is 
reasonable. 

o In 2025, SOG sampled only 0-0.3 mbgl, on a portion of the 
impacted area. 

o SOG claims that low pH is naturally occurring in this area while the 
background samples show a pH of ~ 6 – 7 and main samples ~ 3 – 
4. SOG needs to provide rationale in their sampling plan that 
supports this claim. 

Sampling plan requires approval by OROGO prior to sampling being 
conducted. 

2013310 • October 2025 sampling is insufficient: 
o In 2013, contamination depths not identified. Given the identified 

depth of other contamination resulting from spills of a similar 
volume on the site, an estimated depth of approximately 2 mbgl is 
reasonable 

o In 2025, SOG sampled only 0-0.3 mbgl and stated no salt impacts 
to sub-soil. 

Sampling plan requires approval by OROGO prior to sampling being 
conducted. 
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Please send sampling plans, identified in the above table, to OROGO by email at 
orogo@gov.nt.ca or through OROGO’s secure file transfer site on or before 4:00 p.m. on May 
18, 2026.  

If you are unable to respond within this time frame or have any questions, please 
contact OROGO at (867) 767-9097 or by email at: orogo@gov.nt.ca. 

Sincerely, 

Michael Martin 
Chief Safety Officer 
Chief Conservation Officer 

c. Department of Environment and Climate Change – South Slave Region

mailto:orogo@gov.nt.ca

