
 

 

Robert Boyce 
Manager, Reclamation Planning 
Canadian Natural Resources Limited 
Suite 2100, 855 – 2 ST SW 
CALGARY AB T2P 4J8 

 

March 27, 2026 

 

Dear Robert Boyce: 

Information Request No. 1:  
Canadian Natural Resources Limited Application for OA-2026-003-CNRL 

On March 23, 2026, the Office of the Regulator of Oil and Gas Operations (OROGO) received 
an application from Canadian Natural Resources Limited (CNRL) for an Operations 
Authorization (OA-2026-003-CNRL) for post-abandonment remediation near Fort Liard. 

OROGO has reviewed the information provided by CNRL and requires additional information to 
complete its review of the application, as set out in the attached Information Request No. 1. 

Please submit your response on or before 4:00 p.m. on April 16, 2026. If you are unable to 
respond within this timeframe or have any questions, please contact OROGO at (867) 767-9097 
or by email at orogo@gov.nt.ca. 

Sincerely, 

 

Pauline de Jong 
Regulator 

 
Encl. Information Request No. 1 

c. Arly Castillo, Regulatory Coordinator, Canadian Natural Resources Limited 
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Canadian Natural Resources Limited 

Application for Operations Authorization 

OA-2026-003-CNRL 

Information Request No. 1 

 

1.1 Safety Plan: Management System References 

Preamble: 

Section 8(a) of the Oil and Gas Drilling and Production Regulations (OGDPR) requires a Safety 
Plan contain a “summary of and references to the management system that demonstrate how it 
will be applied to the proposed work or activity and how the duties set out in these regulations 
with regard to safety will be fulfilled”. 

The Safety Plan submitted by CNRL with its application for OA-2026-003-CNRL on March 23, 
2026, does not identify the relevant components of CNRL’s management system or how they 
relate to the Safety Plan. 

Request: 

Please submit an updated Safety Plan that identifies the components of CNRL’s management 
system relevant to the operationalization of the Safety Plan and how they relate to the Safety 
Plan. 

1.2 Safety Plan: Hazard Identification and Risk Evaluation 

Preamble: 

Section 8(b) of the OGDPR requires a Safety Plan contain a “summary of the studies 
undertaken to identify hazards and to evaluate safety risks related to the proposed work or 
activity”. 

Section 8(c) of the OGDPR requires a Safety Plan contain a “description of the hazards that 
were identified and the results of the risk evaluation”. 

The Safety Plan submitted by CNRL with its application for OA-2026-003-CNRL on March 23, 
2026, does not summarize the studies undertaken to identify the potential hazards and evaluate 
the safety risks related to the proposed operations. It also does not describe the operation-
specific hazards, safety risks, and mitigations identified. 

  



Request: 

Please submit an updated Safety Plan that: 

• Summarizes the studies undertaken to identify hazards and evaluate safety risks 
associated with the proposed operation. 

• Describes the operation-specific hazards, safety risks, and mitigations identified. 

1.3 Environmental Protection Plan: Management System References 

Preamble: 

Section 9(a) of the OGDPR requires an Environmental Protection Plan contain a “summary of 
and references to the management system that demonstrate how it will be applied to the 
proposed work or activity and how the duties set out in these regulations with regard to safety 
will be fulfilled”. 

The Environmental Protection Plan submitted by CNRL with its application for OA-2026-003-
CNRL on March 23, 2026, does not identify the relevant components of CNRL’s management 
system or how they relate to the Environmental Protection Plan. 

Request: 

Please submit an updated Environmental Protection Plan that identifies the components of 
CNRL’s management system relevant to the operationalization of the Environmental Protection 
Plan and how they relate to the Environmental Protection Plan. 

1.4 Contingency Plan: Change Management Procedures 

Preamble: 

Section 5E of the Contingency Plan Guidelines and Interpretation Notes (CP Guidelines) 
requires a Contingency Plan to describe the operator’s change management procedures.  

The Contingency Plan submitted by CNRL with its application for OA-2026-003-CNRL on March 
23, 2026, states CNRL’s Corporate Emergency Response Plan addresses change management 
procedures. The Corporate Emergency Response Plan was not submitted. 

Request: 

Please submit a copy of CNRL’s Corporate Emergency Response Plan to document CNRL’s 
change management procedures as required in section 5E of the CP Guidelines. 

  



1.5 Contingency Plan: Record Keeping 

Preamble: 

Section 6 of the CP Guidelines describes the document control and record keeping 
requirements associated with Contingency Plans.  

The Contingency Plan submitted by CNRL with its application for OA-2026-003-CNRL on March 
23, 2026, does not address document control and record keeping. 

Request: 

Please submit an updated Contingency Plan that describes CNRL’s approach to document 
control and record keeping. 

1.6 Proof of Financial Responsibility 

Preamble: 

In the cover letter for its application for OA-2026-003-CNRL, received on March 23, 2026, CNRL 
states that OROGO should not require “additional security” in the form of proof of financial 
responsibility (PFR) because CNRL has already provided security associated with the Land Use 
Permit (LUP) issued by the Mackenzie Valley Land and Water Board (MVLWB) for this activity.  

As described in the Proof of Financial Responsibility Guidelines and Interpretation Notes (PFR 
Guidelines), the purpose of PFR is different than the purpose of security provided under an 
LUP. Furthermore, the Regulator has no way to access the security held by the GNWT under an 
LUP in the event of a spill or debris related to OA-2026-003-CNRL. Therefore, security 
associated with an LUP does not meet the requirements of the Oil and Gas Operations Act 
(OGOA) for PFR. 

Furthermore, in the Environmental Protection Plan and Contingency Plan submitted by CNRL 
with its application for OA-2026-003-CNRL on March 23, 2026, CNRL identifies risks associated 
with the use of fuel, lubricant oils, grease, and hydraulic or motor oil during operations. It also 
identifies that fuel will be stored on site during the proposed operations. A spill of any of these 
materials would meet the definition of a spill under section 61 of OGOA and could therefore 
trigger a claim to the Regulator from PFR. 

Request: 

Please submit the following information: 

• A proposed amount of PFR for the Regulator’s consideration that reflects CNRL’s 
planned activities under OA-2026-003-CNRL and the operational risks described in 
CNRL’s Environmental Protection Plan and Contingency Plan. 

  



• Information to support the proposed amount of PFR:  

o A description of the worst-case scenario that could occur from a spill or debris 
during the operation (for example, for a spill, identify the maximum possible 
volume and most damaging form of petroleum). 

o A description of any potential impacts of the worst-case scenario on Indigenous 
and other land use. 

o An estimate of the amount of loss or damage that would occur if the spill or 
debris were not cleaned up to the Regulator’s satisfaction, including information 
on how this estimate was developed and who was involved in its development. 

o A description of the costs and expenses that would be incurred by a third party to 
clean up the worst-case scenario, including: 

 Crew costs. 

 Accommodation costs for the crew, either in a camp, hotel or other 
facility. 

 Equipment cost to obtain and hire equipment for the removal of 
contaminated material or other waste. 

 Sampling costs to conduct sampling required to demonstrate that the 
clean-up has been completed effectively. 

 Transportation and disposal costs to transport the contaminated material 
or other waste to an approved disposal site and dispose of it. 

 Access costs to access the well site to complete the clean-up. Identify the 
season of access (summer or winter), the types of access (barge, winter 
road, etc.), and the length and cost per kilometer of any roads to be 
constructed or maintained. 

 Indirect costs, including project management, regulatory approvals, and 
financial, administrative, and other relevant costs. 

 

 

 

 


