
 

 

Robert Boyce 
Manager, Reclamation Planning 
Canadian Natural Resources Limited 
Suite 2100, 855 – 2 ST SW 
CALGARY AB T2P 4J8 

 

May 7, 2026 

 

Dear Robert Boyce: 

Information Request No. 2:  
Canadian Natural Resources Limited Application for OA-2026-003-CNRL 

On March 23, 2026, the Office of the Regulator of Oil and Gas Operations (OROGO) received 
an application from Canadian Natural Resources Limited (CNRL) for an Operations 
Authorization (OA-2026-003-CNRL) for post-abandonment remediation near Fort Liard. On April 
16, 2026, OROGO received CNRL’s response to Information Request No. 1. 

OROGO has reviewed the information provided by CNRL and requires additional information to 
complete its review of the application, as set out in the attached Information Request No. 2. 

Please submit your response on or before 4:00 p.m. on June 4, 2026. If you are unable to 
respond within this timeframe or have any questions, please contact OROGO at (867) 767-9097 
or by email at orogo@gov.nt.ca. 

Sincerely, 

 

Pauline de Jong 
Regulator 

 
Encl. Information Request No. 2 

 

c. Ryan N. Munro, Director, Asset Retirement Engineering, CNRL 
Arly Castillo, Regulatory Coordinator, CNRL 

  

mailto:orogo@gov.nt.ca


Canadian Natural Resources Limited 
Application for Operations Authorization 

OA-2026-003-CNRL 
Information Request No. 2 

 

2.1 Legal Basis for Consideration of Securities Held by other Organizations when 
Determining Proof of Financial Responsibility 

Preamble 

In its April 16, 2026, response to Information Request 1.6, CNRL: 

• Suggests that “given the aligned work scope within the LUP [Land Use Permit] and OA 
[Operations Authorization], there is no additional activity within the proposed activity of 
the OA that would result in a spill or debris that is not protected by the LUP security.”  

• Requests that OROGO consider the Security Deposit held for the LUP as a satisfactory 
form of security under section 64(1) of the Oil and Gas Operations Act (OGOA). 

• States that, under the LUP, CNRL “will be required to clean up any spills or debris in 
keeping with our regulatory commitments under the Oil and Gas Operations Act (OGOA) 
and those activities are anticipated in the LUP and will be fully covered by the LUP 
Security Deposit.” 

OROGO interprets CNRL’s submission as requesting that the Regulator reduce, potentially to 
zero, the amount of proof of financial responsibility considered satisfactory under section 64(1) 
of OGOA because of the security deposit held by the Government of the Northwest Territories 
related to the LUP issued by the Mackenzie Valley Land and Water Board (MVLWB). 

Request 

Please identify the section(s) of OGOA that allow the Regulator to consider securities held by 
other organizations as meeting the requirement for proof of financial responsibility under section 
64(1) of OGOA. 

 

2.2 Overlap of Securities Held by Other Agencies with Proof of Financial Responsibility 

Preamble 

In its April 16, 2026, response to Information Request 1.6, CNRL suggests that “given the 
aligned work scope within the LUP [Land Use Permit] and OA [Operations Authorization], there 
is no additional activity within the proposed activity of the OA that would result in a spill or debris 
that is not protected by the LUP security.” 



OROGO requires additional information to determine the extent, if any, of overlap between the 
proof of financial responsibility required under the Oil and Gas Operations Act (OGOA) and the 
security associated with CNRL’s LUP.  

OROGO also requires confirmation that CNRL’s assessment of the overlap, if any, between the 
proof of financial responsibility required under OGOA and the security associated with CNRL’s 
LUP is shared by the land administrator responsible for holding the security under the LUP. 

CNRL’s response to this information request should consider the purpose of proof of financial 
responsibility under OGOA. Proof of financial responsibility allows the Regulator to provide 
compensation, without proof of fault or negligence on the part of the operator, for costs and 
expenses or actual loss or damage resulting from spills or debris, in the event they are not 
cleaned up by the operator.  

The terms “spills”, “debris”, and “actual loss or damage”, are defined in section 61 of OGOA.  

Request 

Please submit the following information: 

• Proof of security held by another organization and its purpose: 

o The amount of security and organization holding it. 
o A detailed description of what that security is intended to cover (for example, the 

RECLAIM line items used to calculate the security or similar information). 
o Any caveats or limitations on the use of that security. 

• A description of the overlap between the purpose of the proof of financial responsibility 
required under OGOA and the purpose of the security held by another organization. 

• Evidence that the Government of the Northwest Territories, as land administrator, 
agrees with CNRL’s description of the overlap and request to have some, or all, of the 
proof of financial responsibility required for its proposed activities under OA-2026-003-
CNRL waived as a result. 

 

 

 

 


