
 

 

Robert Boyce 
Manager, Reclamation Planning 
Canadian Natural Resources Limited 
Suite 2100, 855 – 2 ST SW 
CALGARY AB T2P 4J8 

 

July 2, 2026 

 

Dear Robert Boyce: 

Information Request No. 3: 
Canadian Natural Resources Limited Application for OA-2026-003-CNRL 

On March 23, 2026, the Office of the Regulator of Oil and Gas Operations (OROGO) received 
an application from Canadian Natural Resources Limited (CNRL) for an Operations 
Authorization (OA-2026-003-CNRL) for post-abandonment remediation near Fort Liard. 
OROGO received CNRL’s response to Information Request No. 1 on April 16, 2026, and to 
Information Request No. 2 on June 30, 2026. 

OROGO has reviewed the information provided by CNRL and requires additional information to 
complete its review of the application, as set out in the attached Information Request No. 3.  

Please submit your response on or before 4:00 p.m. on July 9, 2026. If you are unable to 
respond within this timeframe or have any questions, please contact OROGO by email at 
orogo@gov.nt.ca. 

Sincerely, 

 

Pauline de Jong 
Regulator 

Encl. Information Request No. 3 

 

c. Ryan N. Munro, Director, Asset Retirement Engineering, CNRL 
 Arly Castillo, Regulatory Coordinator, CNRL 
 Rob Thompson, Remediation Engineer, CNRL 
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Canadian Natural Resources Limited (CNRL) 
Application for Operations Authorization 

OA-2026-003-CNRL 
Information Request No. 3 

 

3.1 Benefits Plan 

Preamble: 

Section 17(2) of the Oil and Gas Operations Act (OGOA) states the Regulator may not issue an 
authorization until the Minister of Industry, Tourism, and Investment has approved, or waived 
the requirement for, a benefits plan. 

In its application dated March 23, 2026, CNRL stated it had submitted a benefits plan to the 
Minister in parallel to its application to OROGO.  

CNRL has not yet submitted confirmation the benefits plan has been approved to OROGO. 

Request: 

Please submit confirmation of benefits plan approval to OROGO. 

 

3.2 Scope of OA-2026-003-CNRL and Proof of Financial Responsibility 

Preamble: 

CNRL holds OA-2025-001-CNRL for the abandonment of a pipeline and clearing of remaining 
surface infrastructure at the Liard P-66 wellsite. 

On March 23, 2026, CNRL applied for an authorization (OA-2026-003-CNRL) for post-
abandonment remediation activities at the same wellsite. In its application, CNRL states the 
initial activity proposed under OA-2026-003-CNRL is a sampling program, described as the 
Phase 2 Environmental Site Assessment (ESA). This sampling program is scheduled to occur at 
the same time as the pipeline abandonment and infrastructure removal approved under OA-
2025-001-CNRL. The results of the sampling program will inform CNRL’s future operations 
under OA-2026-003-CNRL. 

The Regulator must hold a satisfactory amount of proof of financial responsibility (PFR) before 
issuing an authorization. The PFR is held by the Regulator to provide compensation, if 
necessary and without proof of fault or negligence by the operator, for: 

• Loss or damage because of a spill of oil or gas or debris from an operation. 



• Costs or expenses because of having to clean up a spill of oil or gas or debris from an 
operation. 

Loss or damage is the loss of income, including future income, from a spill of oil and gas or from 
debris. For Indigenous peoples of Canada, this includes loss of hunting, fishing and gathering 
opportunities. 

PFR is tied to spills and debris from a specific operation. It cannot be used for compensation 
associated with historic spills or debris which may already exist on the site or for spills or debris 
that occur due to operations approved under a different authorization. 

The Regulator must determine the appropriate amount of PFR to hold for OA-2026-003-CNRL. 
To do so, the Regulator must identify what possible sources of spills or debris are associated 
solely with the proposed operations under OA-2026-003-CNRL, rather than those associated 
with OA-2025-001-CNRL. 

Request: 

Please provide the following information: 

• Describe any sources of spills or debris (for example, vehicles, fuel storage tanks, etc.) 
solely associated with the sampling activities proposed during the Phase 2 ESA under 
OA-2026-003-CNRL. 

• If there are any such sources, provide the information required to determine potential 
compensation requirements for costs and expenses and losses and damages as 
described in Section 6 of the Proof of Financial Responsibility Guidelines and 
Interpretation Notes, page 18. 

 

 

 


